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The grandiose project to drill a

broad-bore deep well between Beth
lehem and Herodion, to supply vast
quantities of water to Israeli and
West Bank consumers, has fallen,
through, deputy Agriculture Minis
ter Avraham Katz-Oz revealed to

the Knesset Foreign Affairs and De
fence Committee yesterday.-

The project was du<2c&a^W,
a™iout^n Amencan ffi£

ow^h K°nah EnteTnses. The firm8
Chnsf1-,yagrOUpoffmdamen^LChristian investors, was ready to ou3
zs:r th^projM >°^^
cnnv, , ' ma,"ly °Ut 0f ^I'glOUSconvurtions, it isunderstood.

Katz-Oz said the investor* h,Ato^ly coo,ed off, in thTwaV^Pressures exerted by Americ^S ,
^her sources. c "* W-jygj ;

Water Commissioner Zemah
Yishai said that Moriahs abandon-

> ment of the project-would compel
yj^ekorotjo drill a large number of

shallow wells in the Judean Hills at
itsown expense on behalfoftheCivil
Administration.

Yishai said that wells had been'
running dry in the area over the past

• few years, and farmers' livelihood,
' Th'm •"•? serious'y threatened.ITie Monah project would have nrr>

Hike, he said. Now, funds would
lave to come out of. the pockets of
h 'srae' government to make sure
Jrou/rfr f^T d'd n0t S,,ffer fr°*Jrought. he said. - . ,„ („^

The former head of the Civil
Administration on the West Bank
Or. Ephraim Sneh, reportedly re*
gned two months ago because ofMs
W>«t.pnDto the Herodion driling
'SEE HBUt When ^JerusalemParr asked committee member Pes?
hat hrJ^r- °f lhe Llkud' wnetherha had been the real reason he

•eplied "stuff and nonsense."
During the committee session,

Katz-Oz warned that Syria's work on
diverting the Yarmuk' River would
not only deprive Israel ofan annual
70 m'!Il0n c«t"c metres ofwater but
would destroy Jordan's main agri
cultural projects.

"This would bring a water war
upon the Middle East," he warned.


