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Tap shut on 3indebted
*•.. » . f) ««t- !.-.,= »ri.»rf where possible.By DAVID RUDGE' QjJerusalem Post Reporter I

MERON. - The MekoraLjiiater
company J^^^Z^Zplies to three more moshavim in the
Merom HaGalil region because of
outstanding debts. The company
warned it would take similar action

^gainst other farming settlemens'"
IGalilee and the north unless they

paid their bills.
Minister of Agriculture AryeNe-

hamkin yesterday ordered Mekorot
to renew water supplies to all the
moshavim that had been cut ofi and
torefrain from pressing them topay
their water debts.

Nehamkin said that the question
of the moshavim's water debts
would be settled within the frame
work of the implementation of the
Ravid Committee's recommenda
tions on th'e rescheduling of moshav
debts.

"We have tried, where possible,
to assist the farmers because of their
financial problems, but we cannot
S Lever," Mekorot spokesman
Mordechai Yacobovich told The Je
rusalem Post.

nwfJWFthis monTh, after they had made arrangement; or pledges to reimburse
the water company.Moshav Avivim, which had re
ceived water for two hours aday for
Sepast three weeks, has also been
reconnected, even though the settle
ment has no money to coverte
debts Supplies were resumed atter
ft transpired that IDF soldiers in the
notZo received their water from
the same pipe that serves Avmnu

The moshavim maintained they
had paid their water Wis to their
regional purchasing organizationXh has'since collapsedI without
transferring the money to Mekorot
Settlement leaders said thai.even£
thev managed to cover some out
Sing bills, they had no money to
pay for recent and current water
supplies, unless the government im-pXented its economic: ba,l-ou
plan for the country's crippled farm
ing settlements.

.

He noted that some of the settle
ments had debts dating back 18
months,, while many others owed
money from the summer.

The moshavim Shamai, Sheter
and Elifelet were the ones to feel the
squeeze yesterday as Mekorot
turned off the taps, except for twohours. Yacobovich said the re tic
tions would remain in force until themoshavim paid up. Moshav Dovev
is next on the list unless its members

sthe,rpro2TWW
Yacobovich said normal water

supplies had been resumed to sever
al other settlements in the region
whkh had suffered cutbacks earlier


