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cannot afford its estimated $1,500 million share,
it is unlikely work will start on the scheme before
1990, they add. Agreement, nevertheless, has
been reached to proceed with feasibility studies
in1988 (MEED 5:3:88, see Iran).

• TheUK's Marconi Communications System
has been awarded a $1.2million ($2.04 million)
contract to supply telecine equipment to state-
owned TurkishRadio &Television (TRT) This
is Marconi's largest single order for several
years, and comprises eight B3410-03 telecine
systems, withspares, ancillaryequipment, and
training forengineers and operators.

• TheTurkish ElectricityAuthority (TEK) is
drawing up plans partially to denationalise its
transmission and distribution departments. At
first theprivatisation will only involve thesupply
ofelectricity toa few provinces, according to
TEK generalmanagerRemzi Yucebas. Theplan
involvesdenationalising 70 per cent ofthe
equityinthese operations,with TEK retaining 30
per cent. A report willbe submitted to the
government in late Aprilor early May; ifit is
approved, one province may then be selected
for a pilot scheme.

• Brazil'sEmbraer is lowbidder, out ofsix firms,
with a quote ofabout $6.3 million to supply two
18 to 30-seat passenger aircraft to the Turkish
Aviation Society (THK) says the Istanbul
economic daily Dunya The other bidders were
West Germany's Dornier ($7.3 million). Metro
($7.7million), Beech AircraftCorporation
($9.9million), and Jetstream ($12.1 million), all
of the US. and the UK's Short Brothers ($12.2
million).

• Afour-year economic forecast, starting in
1988. drawn up by the State Planning
Organisation (SPO) predicts tnat inflation will be
brought down to 20 per cent in 1991. SPO chief
AliTigrel says exports should total $20,000
million in 1992, double the amount in 1987. The
forecast also predicts the current account deficit
will tall to under $400 million in 1991

• Athree-year culturalexchange protocolwill
be signed with China in April, says Chinese
CultureMinister WangMeng. Hebegan a one-
week visit to Turkey on 13 March

• Subsidies forfertiliser purchases in 1987
totalledTL 346,000($300million), representing
44.3 percent oftotal spending by farmers on
fertilisers. Total fertiliser consumption in 1987
was4.9million tonnes, valued at TL 779.600
million($677 million).

• USDefence Secretary FrankCarlucci will visit
Ankara InApril (ortalks on military aid and
modernising the armed forces, according to
official Turkish sources. Carlucci is due to meet
PrimeMinister TurgutOzal ForeignAffairs
Minister Mesut Yilmaz, and Defence Minister
ErcanVuralhan. InFebruary, the government
finally ratifieda side-tetter to its US Defence &
EconomicCo-operation Agreement (DECA),
whichineffect extended itforanother five years
backdated to1985 (MEED 5:3:88)

• The rulingMotherland Party (ANAP) has set a
spending budget of TL 8.700 million ($7.3
million) in 1988. Of this, donations will total
TL4.000 million ($3 4 million), and the state will
provide a subsidy of TL 2.000 million ($1.7
million) The party has allocated TL2,300 million
($1.9 million) towards building and construction
Most ot this will be tor new headquarters on
which work is expected to start in May

• About70,000 tonnes ot the cotton crop may
be surplus to domestic needs, says the
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Liverpool weekly Cotton Outlook. However,
whether exports are viable will depend on the
level of payments to the Price Stabilisation Fund,
which effectively amount to an export tax.
Withoutthe payments, domestic prices for
Cukurova cotton would have fallen to a level
where exports would be attractive at official
exchange rates

• State Minister Yusuf Bozkurt Ozal began a
short visit to Jordan on 18 March. Ozal is in
charge of economic affairs. Talks with Jordanian
officials willconcentrate on economic and
commercial co-operation.

• Prime MinisterTurgut Ozal opened the
Manavgat hydro-electric dam project inthe
south on 11 March. The dam and power station,
whichcost TL 32,000 million ($27.8million), will
generate 220 million kWh ofelectricitya year. Its
transformers and switching gear weremade by
local joint-venture AEQ-ETIElektrik, West
Germany'sAEG supplied the hydroelectric
equipment with Switzerland's Vevey

• International bids will be invited forthe joint
production of mine-hunters as part of a
programme to modernise the navy, according to
militarysources. Foreign companies withmine-
hunting technology will be invited to submit bids
in the next few months, they add. Turkey has a
total 34 coastal and inshore mine-sweepers, but
no mine-hunters.

• TheCulture&Tourism Ministry says the
TL4,500 million ($3.9 million) allocated to itin
the budget is insufficient for new investments in
1988 Ithad asked forTL28,500 million ($24.5
million)

• About 1.5 millionmembers of the mam trades
union confederation 1urk-isstaged a boycoti ol
canteen lunches on 11 March amid nationwide
protests tor better pay and the removal ot
restrictions imposed on trades unions following
the 1980military coup PrimeMinister Turgut
Ozal has said a Turk-is programme ot planned
rallies in mapr cities culminating in a general
strike in Mav is illegal, and every measure will be
taken to prevent it 1 urk-is controls about two-
thirds of the 3 million unionised workers in
Turkey Itis calling tor an increase in the
minimum montniv wage oil L 74.500 ($64). and
an end to high inflation Labour Minister Imren
Aykut saia recently she plans to review some
curbs placed on trade unions during military rule
from 1980-83 (MEED 12 3 88)

• Canada has ordered about 2.000 illegal
Turkish immigrants to leave However, the
Canadian government has been accused ot
allowing the situation to develop since 1986 in
order to justifynew legislation tightening up on
illegal immigration The new law is before the
Senate

• National Bank ot Kuwait has been awarded
a mandate to arrange a $200 millionone-year
loan by the Turkish Petroleum Refineries
Corporation (Tupras — MEED 12:3:88)

• Foreign debt outstanding at the end of 1987
amounted to $37,293 million, according to
government figures cited by the Ankara daily
Ebanewsietter

• A DM 17.5 million($10.5 million)subcontraci
has been awarded to the local AEG-ETI for the
supply of 20 transformers to the Ambarli natural
gas power plant being built outside Istanbul
The contract was awarded by the local Etmas, a
subsidiary of West Germany s Siemens. The
firsttwo transformers are scheduled tor delivery
in April

• A leak in a crude oil pipeline between Batman
and Dortyol has been plugged, officials of state
pipeline agency Botas say. The 400-kilometre
pipelineruns between the Batmanoilcollecting
centre and refinery to the Dortyol terminal and
carries crude produced by the Turkish
Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) and the local
subsidiaries of foreign oil majors. Italso carries
up to 15,000 barrels of oil a day that is trucked
from Iraq. Iraq and Syria have been alerted
about pollutionofa Tigristributary caused by the
leak.

9 Seniorofficials ofthe Economic Co-operation
Organisation (ECO)grouping Iran. Pakistan and
Turkey met in Ankara on 14 March to discuss the
organisations 1988 budget and programme.

• Bidsfrom sixventures are being evaluated for
consultancy studies on a water leakage control
project by Ankara municipality's water and
sewerage department (ASKI).The project is
funded by a KD 852,000 ($3.1 million) loan from
the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development

• Five firms have been shortlisted to tender for
road design and construction supervision by
Adana municipality as part of the World Bank-
supported Cukurova region metropolitan
development proiect. The five firms, all local, are
DarMuhendislik, BMB, Bel-Da, UBM and
Kentkur. Bids close on 1 April

• Eleven firms have been invited to tender for a
contract valued at about TL 4.000 million ($3 4
million)for a protect to rehabilitate and upgrade
silos at Yerkoy and Celikli by the Soil Proaucts
Office (TMO).They are Tekfen, Kiska. Idil.
Maps, Dogus, Guns. Basak Makine. Metis,
Kutlutas. Yuksel and Sezai Turkes-Feyzi
Akkaya (ST-FA). Four foreign firms have been
listed by TMO as possible subcontractors for
mechanical and electrical workr Wes!

Germany s Buehler-Miag, Redler Grange
Conveyors of the UK, Hungary Agrikon and
Socomaol Italy, bidsaredueon 1 I April

UAE

ADNOC abandons lone fight
for fixed oil prices
Abu Dhabi's resolve not to discount oil
prices has broken down. Abu Dhabi
National OilCompany (ADNOC) has
decided to offer its long-term Japanese
contract buyers price adjustments on
crude oil purchases, backdated to
December. The emirate was until early
March the only member ol OPEC refusing
discounts on the organisation's $18-a-
barrel reference price.

ADNOC's move follows weeks of
rejection of Japanese demands for
discounts. Industry observers expect the
break with fixedprices to be followed by a
steady increase inoutput, which dropped
as low as 600.000 barrels a day (b/d)
during the first quarter of the year

Term buyers which maintained liftings
over the first three months will receive
rebates through deductions from invoices
The discount willbe $0.90 tor December
purchases, $1.50 tor January and $2 tor
February. Theeffective price forthe
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