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The U.S. Geological Survey Library System is pleased to re-
institute a publication to alert you to recent additions to our
collection of information materials. The list is a photographic
reproduction of a printout from the On-Line Computer Library
Center (OCLC) system, a national utility which allows libraries
nationwide to share bibliographic data and materials. OCLC
interfaces with the USGS Library System's LS/2000 mini-computer
based system. There will be no editing of the list as it comes
from OCLC.

In addition, please use the list as a tearsheet to request loan
of materials from the Libraries. There is also a coupon for your
use in making recommendations for additions to the collection.

If you wish to add to or delete from the mailing list, please
send the name and address information to Bob Reed, Chief
Cataloger, USGS Library System, MS 950, National Center, Reston,
VA 22092. After the third issue, return of a coupon or a phone
call will be required for continued receipt.

This first issue has been reproduced by a high quality process.
Due to budget cuts, we cannot continue that expense, so
subsequent issues will be prepared by photocopy.

We will run a news page, with items of interest to the user
community across the entire Survey. From time to time, we will
also have "thumb nail" profiles of our staff members.

Like all parts of the USGS, your Library System has been
adversely affected by budget erosions and cuts. The loss of pur-
chasing power forces us to make changes in the way we operate.
Nevertheless, the entire Library System staff remains committed
not only to maintain but to improve the quality and quantity of
the research information which is our contribution to the USGS
mission.

Elizabeth J. Yeates/
Chief Librarian



NEWS ITEMS

On March 3, 1986, the 107th Anniversary of the formation of the
Geological Survey, the Survey Library System will celebrate with
a major transition ceremony by closing the Author/Title card file
in the Public Catalog. The last card will be filed on that date
in the Author/Title file, and from that time on, access will be
by computer terminal through the LS/2000 automated system. This
is a system-wide change. The Director of the Survey, the Chief
Geologist, the Chief and Associate Chief of the Office of
Scientific Publications, other officials, and library users are
expected to participate in the reception at the Library System
headquarters in Reston.

The USGS Library System will adopt the Library of Congress (LC)
system for cataloging and classification of the collections.

The USGS Library System methodology for cataloging and
classification has been in effect since 1904. However, resources
adequate for the on-going development and operation of an
independent system of analysis have not been available for some
time, nor are they likely to become available in the Gramm-
Rudman-Hollings environment. Conversion to the LC system will
allow the USGS analysis staff to make greater use of records from
the OnLine Computer Library Center (OCLC), a national biblio-
graphic data base, as well as make USGS records more useful to
other OCLC participants. 	 It will also facilitate the USGS
Library System in developing cooperative agreements for shared
collection management with other major libraries; preliminary
talks have occurred with the National Agricultural Library on
this topic.

The LS/2000 on-line catalog has a searching capability which
helps compensate for some lack of specificity in the subjects and
classifications that will be assigned in the LC method.

Change-over will begin with monographs bearing a 1986 date of
publication. After thorough study, categories of publications
will be selected for retrospective conversion, the extent and
rate depending upon funds available.

Bob Reed, Chief Cataloger of the USGS, will be the leader in
developing and implementing the comprehensive action plan for the
Library System's data base management program.

The serials collection has been comprehensively reviewed and
nearly 300 subscriptions have been cancelled. A list of
cancelled items is available in all libraries and is being
updated.



Libraries in the Geological Survey Library System are located in the

Eastern, Central, and Western Regions. Personnel whose duty station is
other than Reston, Denver, Menlo Park or Flagstaff, may borrow items by
completing an Accessions List Loan Request form and mailing it to the
Survey Library in their Region if the item is available there or to the
nearest Survey Library holding the item if it is not. Personnel whoseduty station is Reston, Denver, Menlo Park or Flagstaff should continue
to request items as they are accustomed to doing.

If a Library is unable to fill a request immediately because its copy of
the item is charged out or otherwise unavailable for loan, the request
will be forwarded to any Survey Library which may be able to supply a
copy. If no copy is available for immediate loan, the requester's name
will be placed on a waiting list and the publication dispatched as soon
as it becomes available. Publications with a waiting list are loaned

for two weeks only; those without are loaned for thirty days. If there
is no waiting list, the loan period may be extended by contacting the
lending library prior to the expiration of the loan period and
requesting a renewal.

In filling out the Loan Request form, it is essential that requesters
include their (1) Division/Office/Branch affiliation, (2) complete
mailing address, and (3) phone numbers, both commercial and FTS. Typing
or printing such information will help avoid unnecessary delays in
processing requests. Loan Request forms will be found at the end of
each List; they should be duplicated if additional copies are
required. A separate form should be used for each item requested.

Questions regarding entries in the List or the information to be
supplied on the Loan Request form should be referred to the Library
located in the same Region as the requester's duty station.

Eastern Region 

Reston Library
(703) 860-6671

FTS 928-6671

Central Region 

Denver Library
(303) 234-4133

FTS 234-4133

Western Region 

Menlo Park Library
(415) 323-8111,

ext. 2207

FTS 467-2207

Flagstaff Library
(602) 527-7008

FTS 765-7008

Suggestions and comments about this service are welcome and should be
sent to:

Chief Cataloger
U.S. Geological Survey Library
950 National Center
Reston, Virginia 22092



Additional explanation beyond that provided by the preceding examples
seems appropriate.

Each entry consists of the following components which always appear in
the order given: (1) Principal subject heading, always capitalized; (2)
Main entry, which may be a personal author, corporate author, or title;
(3) Title (if the main entry is either a personal or corporate author);
(4) Imprint; (5) USGS call no., always located in the lower left and the
last component in each entry.

The call number on catalog cards normally consists of two or more lines
of a combination of letters and numbers, arranged in the following
manner:

G(253)
F4 6
v.37
no.4
D,MP

In the Accessions List the same number appears in a straight line.
There are no spaces to show where the call no. lines are broken on the
catalog cards: G(253)F46v.37no.4D,MP

Call numbers prefixed with "M" indicate item is part of the map
collection.

Call numbers prefixed with "R" indicate item is part of the Library's
Reference collection. These items normally do not circulate.

Capital letter suffixes denoting which libraries (D = Denver, MP = Menlo
Park, and F = Flagstaff), other than Reston, hold a particular item,
follow the call no. and are set off from it by a space. Please note
that no letter suffix is employed for Reston, which should be understood
to hold the item unless otherwise indicated. In the call no. above, the
Reston, Denver, and Menlo Park libraries each have this item.

If a library, other than Reston, is the sole holder of an item, the
suffix statement will reflect that fact; for example: F only.

Occasionally an item will not be assigned a call no., receiving instead
an alpha abbreviation, such as PAM = pamphlet or MICRO = microform. In
such entries, that designation occupies the space normally set aside for
the call no. When completing the Loan Request form, alpha abbreviations
should be recorded on the call no. line.







TO: Recipients of the USGS Library New Information Resources Lists 

Please use this coupon to make recommendations for publications to be
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