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Cyprus will applythesametariffs as the
EEC tonon-EEC imports.
The EEC is the island's main trading

partner, accounting for54 per cent ofits
imports and 28 percentofexports. Cyprus
has enjoyed preferential tradeterms with
theEEC as part of a 1973 co-operation
agreement, but Foreign Affairs Minister
Georgelacovou says thecustoms union
represents a "landmark inCyprus' relations
with theEEC." However, hesaystheisland
hasnoimmediate plans toapply for EEC
membership.

Arab banks join in
government loan
Four Arab banks aretoparticipate in a$70
million loan totheRepublic ofCyprus
being syndicated bythe UK's Chase
Investment Bank. AlAhli Bank ofKuwait,
Bahrain-based Gulf International Bank '
andUbyanArabForeign Bank will each
put in$7 million. Paris-based Kuwaiti-
FrenchBank will put in$1 million.
Theloanwill be signed around 25

November, Chasesays. Interest rateswill
be set at 37Vfe pointsabove the London
interbank offered rate(Libor) for thefirst
four years, andat50basispoints above
Libor for thelastfour. Repayments will be
madeover eight years, including five
years'grace.

IN BRIEF

• The 1988 ministerial conference of theNon-
Aligned Movement will beheld in Nicosia from 5-
10September. It will takeplaceinan
international conterence centre now being built
The centre isto befinished in July atacost of
CC 3 million ($6.2 million).
• Two exhibitions are to beheld atthe Cyprus
international fair grounds from 21-29November
Hi-fi, Sound &Vision '87will dealwith musical
instruments; Phototec '87will contain exhibitions
organised by the Cyprus Photographic Society.
• Turkish-Cypnot leader Rauf Denktash beqan
a short visit to West Germany on 20October asa
guest ofTheAssociation for Southeastern
Europe, acultural organisation. He will address
conferences in Munich and Hamburg He
In ttTiJK1" N°Vember a,ler sPendmg one week
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Uhde bids low for
fertiliser works extension
The lowest of three bids —all West
German—for acontract to extend the Abu
Uir fertiliser works has been submitted by
uhde

The prices, opened on 19 October at the
Alexandria headquarters of AbuQir
L^mpany for Fertilisers &Chemicals
Industries were

Simnn^T °M 315 8milll0n f$175 3m'»'on), P|US CE 58 4million ($26.3 million)
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D Mannesmann —DM 350 million ($194
million), plus £E 74.9 million ($33.8 million)
• Unde—DM 423.2 million ($235 1
million), plus£E 100.6 ($45.4 million)
The scheme isbeing financed by

concessionary loans totalling DM 230
million ($128million) from Kreditanstalt
fuer Wiederaufbau (KfW), pluscreditsof
uptoDM 105million ($58 million) backed
by West Germany's export credit agency
Hermes. Atotal £E 75 million ($32 million)'
has been pledged in local funds (MEED
26:9:87;6:12:86).
Technical offers weresubmitted in late

1986, for evaluation bytheclient and the
consultant, Scientific Design Company of
the UK. Acontract award is expected by
the end of 1987, industry observers say.
The plant will run onnatural gas from the

offshore Abu Qir field. It will have adaily
productioncapacity of1,000tonnes of
ammonia, 1,800 tonnes of nitricacid and
2,300tonnes ofammonium nitrate.
Completiontimeis36 months.

It will complement a 450,000-tonne-a-
yearammonia/ureaplantalready built on
the sitebya consortium ofUhdeand
Mannesmann.
International contractors are also lining

upfor an ammonium nitrate plant tobe built
atSuezfor Societed'Engrais &
d Industries Chimiques (Semadco) Bids
for the1,000-tonne-a-day unit are
expected to be invitedby the end of
November (MEED 3:10:87).

Canada follows up Delta
irrigation scheme
The SNC Group of Canada is negotiating
its second contract in a schemetocounter
erosion and improve irrigationinthe east
Delta province of Daqahliya.
The new order-valued atabout $Can 10

million ($7.7 million) - is aimed at dealing
with some of the effects of the Aswan high
damonthe Nile basin. It istobe financed
bya grantfrom theCanadian International
Development Agency (CIDA).
TheSNCGroup isalso the main

contractorfor a $Can 75million ($58
million) scheme to improve drainage and
irrigation systems inDaqahliya This
contract - also financed by CIDA - was
signedin early 1987 (MEED 9:5:87)
The new scheme covers about 21,000

hectares of farmland. It will study ways to
prevent the erosion of riverand canal
banks, and toreoxygenate canalwater.
The SNC Group will beworking with a
government research institute set up to
find ways tocombat theill-effects of the
Aswan damontheenvironment. The
principaleffect has been a reduction insilt
carried downstream bythe Nile This has
resultedin severe river bankand coastal
erosion.

The Canadian company is also part of a
consortium shortlisted fora contract to
rebuild the Esna dam, which has been

I

eroded because ofthedrop in silt levels in
theNile (MEED 17:10:87).

West ofDaqahliya, at Rosetta, work is
goingahead on a projectto protect the
shoreline and the Nile banksfrom erosion
This project is being carried out by
Taiwan's Ret-Ser Engineering Agency in
an estimated $40 million contract siqned in
1986(MEED22:11:86).

Bids called for water")
![§atmentjjianL_----
International bidshavebeen invited for an
estimated DM 20million ($11 million)
contract tobuild a water treatment plant in
theDelta areaofKafrel-Shaikh. It isthefirst
construction contract to go to tender inthe
Kafr el-Shaikh scheme, which is being
financed by loans and grants totalling
DM 100 million ($55 million) from West
Germany's Kreditanstaltfuer
Wiederaufbau (KfW). Bidding is open toall
qualified contractors, despite the official
West German financing (MEED 11.7:87).
The treatment plant istobe built at Hamul

with a capacity of600 litresa second.
Closing date is 3January. The turnkey
contract will includecivils, mechanical and
electrical works. Bids are tobe invited over
the nextsixtoeight months for other
contracts, including treatmentplants,
pumping stations, pipelines and
reservoirs.

The scheme is being overseen by Kafr
el-Shaikh Consultants (Kescom), which
hasa DM 20million consultancy contract
signed in 1986. Kescom comprisesthree

•West German firms—Dorsch Consult,
LahmeyerInternationaland GKW
Consult— andthelocal Utilities andthe
Egyptian Consulting Group.

Its work includes preparing designs,
evaluating tenders, supervising
construction and setting up a local water
boardtomanage the upgraded water
network oncompletion ofthe protect
The KfW funding consists of

concessionary loans totalling DM 93 4
million ($51.3million) and DM 6.6 million
($3.6 million) in grants The government is
to allocate local currency funds totalling
EE 115million ($52 million). Client isthe
National Organisation for Potable Water &
Sanitary Drainage (NOPWASD).
WestofKafr el-Shaikh, inBeheira

governorate, NOPWASD ispreparing to
award contractsfor theconstruction offour
watertreatment plants. An estimated$25
million orderfor two of theplants - at
Nubenya and Kafr el-Dawar - is being
negotiated with a consortium of
Degremont andFougerolle, both of
France, andthelocal SamiSaad. This
contract is tobe financed bya French
credit line.

Six bids for theconstruction ofwater
treatment plants at Demanhour and Idfma
are beingevaluatedbyNOPWASD and
consultant Binnie-Taylor(Egypt), a joint
venture of two UKfirms - Binnie &


