~emergency laws for three years.

i Orgof the main demands of the
opposition, which makes up aimost 25 per
cent of the assembly, has been the lifting of

{ the emergency laws, in force since the

ne- 6 October 1981 assassination of president

ne of Sadat. Leaders of the two opposition

groupings — the Watd and the Socialist
free Labour-Muslim Brother-Liberal alliance —
shed said the handling of the issue has shown
eadily §| the government's scorn for the principles
arch, of parliamentary democracy. _

ved to Prime Minister Atef Sedki, presenting the

ceeds | proposal, said the fresh extension s

lesandl necessary tocombat terrorism and protect

wisible l| democracy. The laws, which give the
security forces wide powers of arrest and

npact detention, were first extended for two years

ercent W inApril 1986. Sedki added that “the

bank government will not hesitate to end the

d state of emergency as soon as the reasons

s partof § forits application have ceasedtoexist.” He
pledged that the emergency laws will be

ishment § applied only in extreme circumstances.

s of A similar pledge was made by Interior
Minister Zaki Badr. But the minister then
proceeded to give an all-embracing

. category ot cases in which the emergency
nvited | 5,c would be applied: he said they would
itobid only be used “in cases of terrorism, drugs

| works t0 § smugglers, black market currency

I-Astar cealers, dangerous criminais and

The miscreants.” Badr added that the validity of

K- keeping the laws in force has been borne

jreater out by the events of the past two years,
including assassination attacks on former

ydo interior ministers and Israeli and American

'MEED |diplomats.

The interior ministry under Badr's tough

3 stewardship has succeeded in arresting

lant at dlleged members of three groups

singwas gresponsible for terrorist attacks — two

ewater fMuslim fundamentalist and one Nasserist.

Hbliged to fWith the Nasserist Egypt's Revolution

pass g0roup —which killed two Israeli diplomats

lied for the arrests were made as aresultofa
reatment #member of the organisation giving himself
ourcesof @iptothe American embassy, press reports

nvestment®ay. In the other two cases, Badrused a
pragnet approach, arresting hundreds of

act 10(a) ludents and suspected activists under

can-Britis@e emergency laws to help the

NO. ltis estigation.

)ctober, #l The opposition was particularly incensed

ostis atit received no warning of when the

5 million) PNtion to extend the emergency laws

(336 millionould be tabled. Tempers were already
#nning high because of the recent

essing wellughing up by police of Muslim Brother

Ctsbeing #@ssembly member Issam el-Arian, who had

 on the easeen prevented fromtravelling to the

‘new Pper Egypt towns of Asyut and Sohag.

opaythe #eemergencylaws extensionistobe

tbated in committee, before goingtoa
F'einthe assembly. The motion is certain
ion § Oe passed because of the large
Prermment majority.

deople's

rtothe IBRIEF

arch iThe local Arab Organisation for

) extend thePustrialisation (AOI) has won contracts

51{‘9

totalling $50 million in the past month to supply
Ain Sagr (Hawkeye) anti-aircraft missiles,
chairman General Ahmed el-Orabi says. The Ain
Saqris amodified version of the SAM-7 missile,
El-Orabi did not name the clients. However, he
added that negotiations are being held with
Kuwait and the UAE for the sale of locally
assembled air-detfence systems, including the
Ain Sagr and the more elaborate Amun system
(MEED 5:3:88, page 6).

@ Crude oil export prices have been cut by
$0.75 a barrel for the second half of March: This
follows a $1-a-barrel cut for the first haif of the
month. The new prices are $13.25 for Suez
blend and Ras Bahar, $12.40 for Belayim,
$11.70for Ras Badran and $11.30 for Ras
Ghareb.

@ Ateam from the Abu Dhabi Fund for Arab
Economic Development s to visit Cairo soon to
study a proposal toinvest in a land reclamation
scheme. The scheme entails developing
215,000 feddans (90,300 hectares) of desert
land for agriculture. Cost is estimated at £E 600
million ($270 million). The fund'’s involvement
was approved during UAE President Shaikh
Zayed's mid-March wvisit. Plans for Abu Dhabi
investment in tourist schemes in Sinai were also
discussed durning the visit.

® The government has allocated £E 60 million
(327 mullion) for building flour mills in the 1988/89
investment budget, which starts in July. The new
mills, with a combined daily production capacity
of 1.800 tonnes. will be built in Shoubra el-
Khaima, Benha, Edfu, Ei-Ansh and Dikheila. The
budget also calls for increased production of
pasta and bread.

@ Negotiations are being held with Canada's
Husky Manufacturing atiout a proposal for the
local assembly of light aircraft to be used for
crop spraying. The aircraft — the Norseman —
comes in single and twin-seat form. The single-
seat version is capable of spraying 50 hectares
of farmland with one 30-gallon tank. The
government is reported to be interested in
eventually buying up to 1,000 kits. However,
industry observers say thatif a contract with
Husky is signed, itis likely to entail several
phases, starting with the delivery of a small
number of finished aircraft.

@ A $Aus19million ($13.6 million) contract has
been awarded to a Sydney-based concern
identified as EPT to build three grain silos in
Upper Egypt. The order was placed by the
Australian Wheat Board (AWB), which is
carrying out a grain storage programme as part
of a five-year (1984-89) agreement to supply 10
million tonnes of wheat. The new silos —with a
combined capacity of 90,000 tonnes —are to be
built at Qus, Edfu and El-Banyana. Silos have
already been built at Sohag and Esna according
tothe AWB programme (MEED 19:7:86).

@ Talks are to be held with companies and
authorities in Czechoslovakia, Hungary and the
Soviet Union about a project to build rapid rail
transport systems to link the new desert cities
with Cairo and Alexandria.

@ The government has signed contracts to
import a total 76,000 tonnes of sugar from Brazil
and the EEC, and 1,000 tonnes of tea from
Kenya. There have been serious shortages of
several commodities in recent weeks,
particularly sugar and cooking oil (MEED
19:3:88, page 4).

@ The US Agency for International Development
(USAID) has agreed to grant $5 million for

at$1.300 million ayear.
|

26MARCH 1988 MEED 5

buying anew computer to be installed in the
Finance Ministry. The computer will be used to
improve the tax system.

@ The government has said it will take measures
o push through the despatch of 5,000 local
drivers to Saudi Arabia to work there during the
hajjinJuly.

@ A draft law covering the activities of Islamic
investment companies will be presented to the
people's assembly by the end of March, Prime
Minister Atef Sedki says. The lawisexpect

SM3IN

emphasised that the law will not seek
determine the interest rate or rate of re
provided by the companies (MEED 9:1:88,
9). s :

@ Defence & Military Production Ministes
Marshal Mohamed Abdel-Halim Abu

arrived in Washington on 19 March for
talks focusing on the project to asse
the General Dynamics M1-A1 Abramsme
battle tank. The Reagan administrationis’ %
expected to seek congressional approval for
scheme soon. Itis to be financed from the US' &
military aid programme, which has been n.l'l*ﬁ

ey [

@ Several US and US/local joint ventures have
applied to prequalify for a construction
management contract for a scheme to build
wastewater treatment plants in the three Canal
cities — Ismailia, Port Said and Suez. The
estimated $500 million project is to be financed
by the US Agency for International Development
USAID).

@ Industry Minister Mohamed Abdel-Wahab
has announced proposals to include employee
share ownership schemes in several new
projects. He says itis planned that employees
should have about 30 per centof the sharesina.
venture being setup tomanufacturetyres . . |
(MEED 25:4:87). i e

Moscow targeted

on missiles

Senior officials have resumed their strong
criticism of the Soviet Union for its alleged
role in Iragi missile attacks against Iranian
cities. The Soviet Union is accused of both
supplying and “directing” the missiles,
and their explanations have been
dismissed as unacceptable.

The verbal assault follows initial
acceptance of Moscow's statements that
the missiles had been suppliedto Iraq
some time ago and have been modified,
without permission, to increase their range.
A later Soviet statement also referred to
Iran’s own Scud-B missiles which Libya,
again without permission, may have
supplied Tehran.

The strongest attack came from maijlis
Speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani, who referred

continued on page 8
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