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work to "purposeful •·esearch" without defining what that means. Although 
Shevardnaze several weeks ago said the development of prototypes 1\'ould be 
acceptable, that comment has not bee n ll11·ned into a proposal in Geneva. 

Is there a way out? The two sides have held negotiations in a special sub-group 
a t the Geneva talks on what kinds of resea•·ch , d evelopme nt and testing would be 
acceptable. In this sub-group, the American side is represented by Henry 
Cooper, deputy to the chief American negotiator, Max Kampelman . The sub­
group is said to be the brain -child of America's most experienced arms-coni rol 
negotiator, Paul Nitze. 

It had been thought that the work of this sub-group would come to a halt a h e •· 
Reagan issued his order not to negotiate any limits on the AU~I trea t)'· This has 
not happe ned. The negotiators are not discussing limits but ··refinements" to the 
treat)' to take into account high-technology developments since I!17~. This is 
good news for the supporters of arms control in Washington and \'\'estern 
Europe. 

There is a precedent for such an effort. After the All~l treaty was signed in 
1972, the two sides began talking about an explanatory statement of the treat y's 
phrase, "testing equipment in an Al\~1 mode." The American side e\·e ntuall)· 
issued a " unilateral statement" of its understanding and asked the Russians 10 

sign as well. The)' refused. Later, as the Americans see it , the Ru ssia ns violated 
the terms of the American statement. t::venlllall)' , after negotiations in I !J77 and 
I!:J78, both sides signeu a complicated clarification. Could another clarification be 
worked out now ? 

The view of a top American official is that the broad inteqJretation of the Al\~1 
treaty allows the two >ides to "create" AU~I components made with new 
technologies. That appears to mean that they Gin to develop and test them. The 
official adds : "The question is : what kind of testing is allowed?" 

If the Russians are p1·epared to work out such an "agreed statement" and the 
Americans a1·e prepared to make some acceptable "clarifications", a hreak­
lhrough is possible . At present, the two sides a re far apart. However , the 
mechanism is in place to work something out. , 

There is another glimmer for arms-control supporters. It is that although the 
Reagan adminisll·ation has said it favours the broad interpt·etation of the AUM 

1reaty, it is still keeping to the narrow intct·pretation. This will change onl)' if the 
.tdministration adopts new guidelines for the SDI tes ting programme. That vital 
decision will come before Reagan in the coming weeks. 

The Nile needs a canal 
Egypt has bee n holdillg high-le ve l talks with Sudall and Ethiopia aboutrestal'lillg 
wo rk on the 2~0-mile Jongle i ca nal in sou them Sudan (see map). This is Egypt's 
,eventh yea r of drought. The level of Lake Nasser is the lowest ever, below ~0 
billion cubic metres of usable water. This is a big drop from I !179, whell the lake 
held 13~ billion cubice metres, and amounts to less than a thiHI of Egypt's anllual 
:onsumptioll of wateL Only ullusually good rains will remove the need for water 
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ISRAEl\ ,. - ' security of Egypt is IHll ;1 qau:, tion of lst·;tcllnu 
questioll of 11·;ueL " The Nile has 1\\'0 m;1. 
so urces : the \\' hite ~ilc. 11·hid1 dra11·s Oll tl 
11·atcrs of Lake \ ' inoria alld then flows no n 
through Sudan. alld the Blue Nile, \\'hic h ri, , 
in the Ethiopiall highbnds and joins the \\'h i 
Nilt' ill Khanmuta. the Sudanese ca pital , Oll i 
\\'a)' llol'lh to !::g) Jll ;and the 1\kditerraneall . 

About 1:!5 '/i of the Nile ll';lllT> in Egypt com. 
from th e Blue Nile. t::g)'pl is worried th . 
l::thiopia, a 1\Ltrxist sta te, m;ty II')' to use i 
pos itioll to exen politic;tl pressure on the Caia 
gm·erument. It is ;tl so 1\'0ITied ;tl)()UI the \\'hi a 
Nile, which pa"cs through bnd ill southea 
Sudall co a11mllcd h) the Ethiopiau-hacked Sa 
dall People's l.iher;Hio u :\nny (Sl'l..\). 

The Eg) pti;u" 1111tald like to complete coa . 
strunioll of the .Jou glci Ca lla!. This bypas>es 
swam p as big as lrd;uad . \\·here ntillious ' ' 
gallolls e1·apor;11c. The EgYptiolls reckoll th; , 
'"<.: of 1he Llll;d 1\·wald inc rease their watt· 
supply by 15'A . 

Work on 1be ca lla) >tarted in 197ti, but w;a 
slopped in I!HH ;t ftcr C<> II St run ion sites 1\'el • 

attacked by the Sl'LA. \Vork Gill he resumed olll)' after the Sl'L\ is drawll illl<l . 
political selllemelll or i, defeat ed . The Sl'L\ daimt·d it ;tttacked the sites ou t), , 
gnn111d that the projeu \\·as d es igllcd exclusi,·cl) ({,r th e :-\rab uonheruers ;u11 
the Eg)'pti;uts rather thallthc blad.. au ;tjorit )· ill "1111h Sudan. 

Eg)'pt's llceds, alld its desire 10 help the Saadanc,t: print<.: mini>ltT, Sadiq el 
Mahdi, to achin·e ;a politic;al scttlcut<.:lll , h;t\ 't: impdlnl it 1o II' )' to 11·ork 0111 ;1 de.11 
1\·itla Fthiopi;a aud tlw St'l..\. This docs 1101 see m to)),· gt· tting ;uapdacre. Ft'ltlrl ' 
b)' t::l -1\lahdi h;t\·c already failed . It is 1101 ill the Sm iet illll'l't:Sl to suppon U 
1\lahdi's clcned gm·cnllll<.:all , ll'hich is basica ll y pro-1\estcna. 
e Ill all added complicatioll , 1\T ha1·c heard repons that Kenya is alsc ' 
supportillg the Sl'L\ by aiJm,·iug snpplies to reach the rebels anoss l.ak< 
Turkalla. This is flrmlr denied by the Ken ya n foreigll millistry. The Sndallc-< 
obset'\'e, hm,·e,·et·, that Sl'l..·\ 'tatemt:lliS are incre;tsiugly being rclca >t:d ia , 
Nairobi, the Kellyall capita l, rather thall ill ,\ddi, .-\baba. 

l Argentina and Iran 
Con lldellt ialt ;dk, bctll'een Argentina and lrall ;tllllttl ;a llllde;tr t:lltTg)' p;anncr­
ship have abnned .-\mcricau ortlcials ill \\';"hillgtou and ;II the :\mericnt 
embassy ill 13uellos Aires..They h;t\·e stroll g ly urged the :\rgelltilles to suspend 

,·atiolling ill 1988, which could stir up political trouble for President Mubarak. their talks with the Khomeini gon.:rnmeall. 
Egypt's attitude to the Nile was summed up by the ministet· of state for foreign At first, the snb jcn of tch talks was collaplctioll of BushelH·- J, a nudear power 
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