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% 70th Street, 'NYC

S. BLASS, o/o Israel Consulate-~Genexal, 11 Eaé

3 K

Government Adviser on Water Resources P e G by
Chairman of the Planning Committse of the “All~Israel Vater Scheme
Chairman of the Power Planning Committee in Israel e el R
Director-General of "Water Planning for SOXRORS - e L eombeanaih 10

[ Wovember 2, 1953

The Board of Consultants on the All-Israel Water Scheme
Mr. H. W, Bashore, Mitchell, Nebraska . . i+ i

Dr. J. L. Savage, Denver, Colorado S
Dr. A. Wolman, Baltimore, Maryland

Dear Sirs,

1l. In connection with the recently=-proposed "Unified-".. .
Development of the ¥Water Resources of the Jordan Valley Region™ . :
prepared at the request of the United Nations under the e
direction of T.V.A. by Chas. T, Main Inc.,- Boston,: 1953, I . .
have been directed by my Government o contactiyown:in the -
capacity. of the Board of Consultantas on the All-Israel Watexr.
Scheme and" to ask for your comments on gertain:yital pointe. . = .
of the above scheme concerning Isrsel, . = ' .. -~ T ¢ o e

2. General Obsefvafions;

It-is the declared policy of the Israel Government to 3
participate in a Regional Water Development Scheme provided o
that Israsl's vital national interests are-secured, but the - Ty
Chas. T. Main scheme does not adequately take.care-of thesse - - :
interests. I will summarige my observations as . follows: v i

(a) ILake Tiberias .

The Scheme. provides for the use of Dimke Tiberias
as &8 hold-over storage reservoir. This idea was first
proposed by the late J. B. Hays, who proposed to bring - :
into the Lake all the flood waters of the Yarmuk. I ‘
believe that after a site for a*dam was found at & : (
- point of high elevation in- theYarmuk:basin (Magarin :
site), the proposal.to use Lake;Tiberias lost much : :
of its merit, the-reasons beingithreefold; a loss
of power, a loss of water, and .a:decpeeseiin the ..
quality of the water. Lake Tiberias loses much moxe
~-Water through evaporation than artificial lakes ;
which-have & smaller surface. .:Also,ithe water
leaving Lake; Iiberias will contain mora chlorine

-

L’
as




- D e

~ a8 1% is known that Leke Tiberias adds 130,000 .
“tons of chlorine yearly. Although 1%t is possible
to divert the salt springs, this would, never-
~theless, require the building of a'canal eround
Lake Tiberias, permenent pumping ‘of these salt
springs in the canal, and the lose of these

spring waters. < Rk e o 5

. I think the whole idea of keeping Take Tiberias' . -
sweet should be reconsidered after the Magarin site ' |
is found to be feasible, For the time: being, however,
I suppose that Lake Tiberias will be'used:as a major . .
reservoir in the Regional Scheme in‘spite.of a bigger
- lous- of water, loss of power, and a decrease in the
quality of the water. ' I S ;

(b) The Lost 150 Million Cubic Meters and Other
- Undeveloped Waters. g o,

WLigih

- In view of the fact that the Scheme provides for
the use of Lake Tiberias as the main reservoir, it is
utterly incomprehensible how Chas.:T. Main account for '
the loss of an additional 150 million c.m. (See page :
48 of .the Report).-- The Report also-states that 163:
million c.m. (page 24) of flood flow:and other flows
are not taken into account. I believerthat modern.
techniques can meke use of these waters, especlally -
in regions where water should also be: used in wintex
(for winter crops), snd that short-time storage could
be provided at least for a part of these waters. .

(e) Water Dutz{

" Page 8 of the Report gives the water dutiles
allocated. For the first five areas:located in . .
Israel the water duty is too high, 'with the except-
ion of the Upper Huleh. I believe that such big. ‘
quantities of water will not produce the mos?t food - . 5
and.that it is much more economical to. spread the ¢
water over wider areas. As to-tha:Ghor-areas
(Jordan Valley), it is my strongibelief: that, if the
water allocated will ‘ectually be:used, many parts - -
of these areas which are now salty will turn into
swampe after their reclamation, = . & .. -" .~ -

There is justification for allocating more
water. for the Jordan Valley. than to the northern
Isreel arees, but it is quite peculiar-that the
project allocates 1,500 c.m. per;dunam to the :
Yarmuk plateau for the Syrians, ;while‘'only T70 c.m..:
are allocated to the Huleh, 930-g.m."to the Yavniel::
Valley (which is mostly below sea 'level),:and 930 c.m.
to the Affule Beit Alpha area, which also lies mostly.
below sea level. (The end of this area is almost¥ =
100 meters below sea level.) . ' i
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(d) Negev Not Ineluded.

It is a well-known axiom that without the development .
of the Negev, Israel cannot proaper, :‘Revertheless, the
dcheme ignores the vital needs of Israel and alloaates
only 328% of the waters in the Jordan Valley to Isarael.

(e) Litani Fiver jlot Included. : b ol e Wl
It is curious that the leport did'not:includa the Litani |
River, which has mostly no irrigation task:in the Lebsnon
itself,  The present plan for the development of the Litani.
provides for the creation of power and for most of - the
watexr to continue to flow into the Medliterranean Sea., - In
view of the fact that the lieport neglects some hundred .
million c.m. from the resources of the.Jordan Valley = :
itself, and allocates too high a water duty, it should . I
at least introduce the Litani River into the Regional
 Scheme, inatead of robbing the "poor man’s lamb%, .. .

(f) ‘The Eydro-Flectric Power Scheme Gesher B'not Yaskov = -
- Take %iberias. oy S ST R T O T ST e

2ot dy
iy A

The hydro-electric power acheme~nQW'under‘conatruction,‘
which oells for the diversion of a part of the Jordan water
leavinz the Huleh, carrying it a distance of a few miles in -
2 canal, and then droppin: the water down to Lake Tiberias,
was discussed many times over and was found to be a very
attraoctive economic scheme which would enable Israel to
Bave a considerable amount of the foreign currency now -
expended on the import of oil for power. . According 0 e o
our original schems, the machinery inithe ‘power house: . ' °
will produce electriec power only for:a 20-year period, ;
as long 83 the main canal from the sources of the Jordan -
does not divert the water to the Belit Natufa Reserveoir, .

At the end of this period, the machinery, penstock and - . 0¥
the operating pool, wiih some adjustnents, will funetion
as a power storage facility. But; in the scheme of G
Chase T, ¥ain, if adopted, or any other scheme which
mekes Lake Tiberias the main reservoir for the Chor .
lands, using a big part of Hulen or Lifani waters, :

the hydro-electric power scheme mentioned above would

be incorporated as an integral part of the laxger

scheme and provide electric power permanently, which
makes it even more attractive thanm in our national

Bcheme. In any case, this hydro-elsctriec power scheme
does not interfere with the proposed Chas. T. Main

scheme, o

3o, It will be of vital importaace for my Government to
obtain your views on the following three questionsy :

A) Provided that most of the water. of ths Litani Rivex .
15 not usable for irrigation in Lebanon itself, - - .
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would the"introduotion of the Litani waters 'in the =

Jordan Valley area be a feasible undertaking from an
economic and enginearing_ppipqu;’v;qw? . e i

! A
B) Is not the development of the Negev a vital issue for
Israel, and is not the scheme to bring Jordan water
- %o the Regev a teohnioallyiand”eoonomically feasible
undertaking for Israsl? Food ik dar w0 : e

$% §a I
3

G) Does the scheme now under 6onstrucf£on, of diversion of

e part of the Jordan waters into a canal and dropping
the water down to Lake Tiberias, 'interfere with the
Chas. T. Main Scheme or with any other scheme whioh
makes Lake Tiderias a main reservolr for irrigation

of the Jordan Valley lands? e

It will be very much sppreciated if an snswer 1o the above
could be given as soon as possible, A ‘

I have sent the Chas. T. Main Scheme together with a copy
of this letter to Mr. J. S. Cotton and have asked him to analyse
the factual-material and send his ¢omments on to you. By

Very respectfully yours, '

SB/ER S. Blass

ces Mr, J, S. Cotton,

—
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