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Talk with Colombian Counselor De Chaves 

1. Dr. de Chaves, Co1.msel.or at the Colombian &nbaasy in 
Washington, had phoned to this Embass7 yesterday asking for material 
on the Upper Jordan canal problem. I took the oppor'Wnity to band over 
this material p3rson~ and have a talk With him on the question. 
We had lunch together to-day'. 

2. If 1 had exp:tcted to meet &'man who would be interested 
pr1ma.rily in the issue on its own merits, , in the probleu ot the 
demilitarised zone, the water rights, the ~-electrlcs and irrigatl.on 
projects, etc., 1 ns much mistaken. · Our talk centred trcm the "'fV7 
beginning on the problEI!ls or power polltlcs; lobbp.ng and preai!Nl'e -
Dr. de Chaves assuming that we were entirely right but apenl.¥ and. 
cynically acknowledging that this was almost irrelevant since the 
question was one or bal.aming pressure on the Governmen1; of Colombia 
b7 the Vatican and the Arabs against thll t o£ the Un1 tad Statu• 

3. De Chaves insisted that a . maJor and deeisive change in 1he 
situation bad taken place thio momingi he had been inf'omed over the 
phone by his New York colleagues that the United States delegation to 
the U.N. had notified the Colombian delegation that the u.s. bad 
reversed its position an:.i vas going not onl;r to vote for the amendment 
suggested by Charles Malik out even to introduce this ar.ndlllent. . nrl.s 
information was in direct eont.radiction to vhat he himself had been told 
by Assistant Secretar:r or State Key and his associates Ludlow and Stein. 
'!hey had brought pressure to bear on· the Colombians to -vote for the 
draft resolution.as it stood nOWJ he, de Chaves, had rel.a1'td that. 
pressure to his delegation in New York - and nov1 with the sudden 8Witch 
ot the u.s. dalegatl.on, he wao in rather an aubarraseing situation. When 
1 pointed 01¢ to him that his latest ·intol'll&t.ion vas in direct contra
diction to llhat we too had been told 'most empbaticaJ..l1' by the u.s. State 
Department and delegation, this did not impress him too mucha he was 
used, he said, to sudden swi t.ches in the position or the U.S. delegation 
and to a complete lack or coordination between that delegation and its 
own State Department. 1rfuen I tr:isd to canvinca him that his Nev York 
people had possibly meant other amndments, such as the insignificant 
one intended to please the delegate of Cbin.a, he most Tigoro~ insisted 
that the point at issue was the amendment saying that General .Bennike 
would have to consult "the tMo Govermaents concerned" and should permit 
a resumption or work only "'With the consent or the two Government• 
concerned" • 

1 promised him to find out what was lmown to us and our 
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delegatl.on on this surprising infprmatton and to let him know aa 11oon as 
I found out. 

:~ (.According to our urgent investigations, there vas no shUt in 
the U.s. position and de Chana' statements were based on a misunder
standing}. · 

His account of the situation up to that nenat cleTalop!llalt vaa 
somewhat contused - although be :p~rsonall;y did not imprus me at all as 
confused... He himself had prepared a m811lorandum on tba vbole issue tor 
his Ololl Auilaasacbr and the head of the Colombian delegation . to tba u.I.J 
his menm"andunl had been Tery strongly pro-Israel.. In · the be~ nn1,ng the 
Colombians had intended to vota fw tte dra!t reaolntl.on (Vi. thout the new 
amendments) 1 especial:cy" alter the Americans had. indioat.d, in ~ 
by Mr. Key and hia associates here and in a demarche made b;y the jmerlcan .bi>u
sad.or in Bogota, that the;y were great.J.y- interested in that at'tin.&tl.ft TOte. 
~en, howeTer, the Home Govemment in ·· Bogota had sud~ revernd 1til 
position ani had given instructions to vote for the reeolntion onl7 11' 
amended so as to be acceptable 1n the Arabs, and to TOte aga:inat it i£ 
not thus a.Jl8nded. 'lhia 8Witch was undoub tegq caused b7 pressure on tha 
Government on the part ot (a) the Vatican, (b) the Syrian md Lebanese 
immigrant communities of Colombia, who are eapecial.J.T atzong in fob• home 
town o.r the Foreign 1-tinis tar. If the &88W.IIpti.On that the .Americma had 
switched their position and were going to introduce the naw 8.111E!ldm&t8 
proved correct, the position o.r the Colombian GoT8l'DJDeilt would of courae 
be very easyt they would vote for the amendments and for the amendad 
resolution and would thus satl.af'.1 both the United States and the pro-Arab 
pressure o.r the Vatican. On the assumption that his newest in!ormati.on 
proved to be a Jnisunderstanding and that the Americana were inaiJt!.ng on 
the original text, I tailed to elicit !rom hiDl a clear-cut atateaent. He 
was unwilling or unable to tell l!ll!l whether the dalegati.on had reoaiTed 
from · tb! Horne GovermnED t tinal ·instr'llctions w 10te againat. the :reaollltion 
if not amended; I got the t'insl impression that the ultimate vote wuld be 
left to the discretion o.r the head of the delegation to the U.N. 'lhe 
intention, expressed was de.finitely to vote against the reaoluti.onJ thiil 
intenticn could be changed only by the strongest diaplq ot Alller~an 
pressure. 

4. In general, the Colombian AmbaasadQr in Waahi.Dgton wa a tronglT 
pro-Israel, while the head ot the dalegation to the U.H. was definitel.T 
pro-Afoab. He, <S Chaves, had received .from the chief dal.egate, both 
oral1y and in writing, atrong.objeotl.ons to his :prO-Israeli mea:n-and&. 
Some or the arguments contained in the remarks ot the chie.t delegate were 
as followaa 

(a) nut demilitarized zone was under Syrian ao-nsreignt7 or at leaet 
co-sovereignty"J anyhow, it was not Israeli territoey and Iarael 
was not enti tJ.ed to cb in that area ~ vi thout Syrian conactJ 

lb) .Although the present project spoke of b;ydro-electric deTelopllltllt 
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only, it opened the way for future irrigation projects ~t 
lllight result in the transfomati.on of the Lake ot Galilee 
into a salt water lake and the dry"ing up o£ tile water reaQprces 
or the Arab areas on the Lower JordanJ 

(c) Although fonna.J.ly the internat.ionallsation of Jeruealem ancl the 
prolrl.em of the Arab refugees were not direct.l7 releTant tQ the 
issue at stake, they- were relennt in 1:hs general JAttern ot 
developmmts 1 Israel was in tho habit ot accepting those U.H. 
resolutions that were convenient tD her and rejecting or 
ignoring those that were unpalatable . to her; she was used t.o· 
creating established facts and to expect the world to recognise 
them later - she should not be alJ.owed to get ava;r with this 
method of international behaviouq 

(d) lhis question was so intimately connected with the broader problem 
of international water rights that it cou1d not be decided on 
its own merits in the narrowest sense. 

In connection with the general complaints against Israel's 
attitude to U.N. resolutions etc., ·he said that the chief delegate llad 
insisted that it was not only a -question or the two resolutions on 
Jerusalem and the return of the refugees, but had read to him OYer the 
phone a long list of U.N. resolutiona which Israel was violAting J he 
remembered none of those resolutions by heart. He asked me whether I 
could supply him w1 th a list of U.N. resolutions which Israelwas honouring 
and implementing . 

5. When I expressed some astonishment that the Vatican should not be 
content with its strong insistence on the 1nterna.tional.isation of Jerusalem 
and its opposition to Israe~licies on that count, but ilbould broaden 
the scope of its hostility to include evel71:h1ng Israeli and to oppose 
Israel on all counts, he insisted that that. was so • . He thought that maybe 
we were under-estimating both the sirength of the Vatican 1s opposition tD 
us on tho Jerusalem issue and its influence "in certain countries". 

6. We then spent a .rev minutes l'llOralising on the sad eta te of at.t&irs 
where an is sue could no longer be decided on its own meri ta but where 
leg1. timate interest!! and rights had to be sacrificed for political ex
pediencies and games. I expressed, with a atraight tace, serious doubts 
as to whether either the Vatican or the Government of Colombia would 
really be prepared, in contradiction to all established principles ot 
justice, to condemn Israel on an issue in which it was undoubtedly right, 
just because it was allegedly wrong in other issues. 

1. In the course of the conversation, de Chaves persona.l.ly revealed 
himself as ver;r strongly pro-Israel (for what it is worth). He said that 
ha had speht many years of his life dealing with or stu.eying problans ot 
minorities and that on thia count he was interested in and close to the 
Jewish problem. Before 1948 he had played '111 th the idea ot 'YOlunteering 
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for the Haganah. He is a graduate of Columbia t7niverllity in lnternattona.l 
Law. He cbes not eJqpect to stq lana in the dipl.ou.tto aaniceJ lle has 
been herq for only a few months, einqe the establishMnt ot the ~ 
regime in Colombia, and he expects to go back together with the ,ubaa
sador and to enter Colombian polltics. He expressed the desire to 111"1te 
a long artlal.e on Israel in general and the Upper Jordan crisis 1p 
partlcular far one of the leading American m.agasinea - especiilll' ·so &8 
he believes that the pro-Israel aids has not bean .t&i.rq repl"e8~tecl 
in the PQpular American Jr ess far )"8Ar8. '!he geD&ral. impreaaion Clre&ted, 
not only in "Lite" and "Time", but b7 the .A.merican pre.. in generJl.; 18 
that Israel was doing a great deal or .truittul. work in ita own coUDtrT 
but was mistreating the Arabs inside ita own trontics, ·creating lUl
necessaey difficulties !or the poor Arabs out.aida 1 ta .fl'ontiera -.d · . 
violating U .H• decisions all along. ' nds iDlpnslion vu not being 
contradicted, he thou~t, by any intelligent or fair preea reporting on 
our own part or on the part of our £riencla or objectin observer... 

He promised to study tho material I had brought bia and tD contact 
me for further ·explanations or diacuaaions if neae•8&1'7· He &lao requested. 
a copy of ', the Israel-syrian armistice agreement. We pl'ODXi.sed each otber 
to keep in touch. 
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