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November 4, 1953 

The 

The 


ersigned engineers have been requ~sted by your staff to 
the recently proposed 11 Unified Development· of the Water , 
th~ Jordan Valley Ho:gicl'J 11 • This pro~ram appears in a 1953 

umier the authorization o~ the Unied Nations Relief and 
for Palestine Refugees in-.t .he Near East by Charles T. Main, 

Boston, M:1ssachtisetts. · 
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This report hns been rcview0d by us and the following general oom·.mnts 
thereon are submitted: 

1. Since the ori~inal studies mad~ by the undersigned many years ago, 

th':J desirability of integr~ted r e gional w;.ter development in the area in 

qu;:-stion h'ls been repeatGdly stressed. The logic of maximum beneficial uses 

of waters now going to waste in the region has always been obvious. · 


2. The present report, at . least in principle, pursues this same 

genen.l regional objective. To th.:>.t extent and with that purpose we ·are, of 

course, in complete agreement. We ere at ~ loss to un~erstand, therefore, 

why, in a true regional program, the usc of the Litani Hiver.in Lebanon 

hns been completely omitted either. in an-:;.lysis- or iri'.program. : : ; .'· c J:" • :. ~- ·· 


The Litani represents_·one · of the 'rriost valuabid water · resotir'ces irn the · 
region. After pa,Fer development ' and · some local irrigation :use,- :some hundreds 
of million cubic meters a.imual,ly would be penn:mently wasted to the sea. 
This river h'ls long bee n studied by us, beginning with its enrliest review 
by the late J .B. Hays. It is iflcoriceivable .. tnat tfic· ·assefs of' the· Litani 
River should be completely "ignorec:F in an~r authoritative program 'for ' the··. 
joint develop"''cnt of the r<:!'sources oi' Teobanon; Syr:l2/ fsraei oind joidan~ 
tJo engineering or econ-omic "b'arriers of :my significance stand in tlw way 
of inte~Sratin-;; the Litani into an J.pproprin.te regionC'.l pl:m of deve~opment. 

3. Althoue;h the 'r e!)ort 'iS :intende-d.- to be- r egional. in- character and 

pe rspe ctive, it includes ci.ri· ·" rbitrhr:r ·restriction of the uses of the water 

t o \vithin thu bound:;.rics of the Jord-:m -hiver watershed. He c.:u find no 

.justification for thr. adoption of e. principle that the netion to ~h~ch _ 

wc,ter is nllocn.ted should b e iorc·e~·to u~e s-uch_··allo<;:afic_npriJrJD.rily_on 

its inferior l2.nds, sir:1pl~r bec :ms e thesr: Litter fall within .:;, watershed 

bound.:>.ry. 	 - · .. 

The practical significanc e of such a limiting principle is that Israel 
-vrould waste vr1.lu:lble w<•ters to irriga.te unfavourable are2.s, while it would 
be prevented from using these ' sai:l.e ~-~ters on "much r 'icher .soils whicr! fall 
beyond the watershed limits. Such a priuciple, if ·adopted, would destroy 

·the 	remarkable and vite.l rich potential of a large part of the Negev area •. 

He have consistently recommended the development of the Negev area 
vtith such amolints of Jordan River water to which Israel may be legitimately 
entitled. The reasons for such a sound use in ti1e Jegey .p._re · clear, as follows: 

(a) 	 Some 2 million dunarns of fertile soil are available 
for f.:>ad supply. 

(b) 	 Great acrc:aGes fur s~ttlement are at hand. 

::; 

· (c) 	 Local underground W<J.tcrs, · inte:rinittent wadi' fi'o~, and 
saline sources _could qe develcped to great advari~'a.ge 
if the Jord.?n River water were. used, as it should be, for 
a'!lplifying and regularizing the vArious admixtures '. 

http:advari~'a.ge
http:irriga.te
http:J.pproprin.te
http:Hiver.in
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(rl) 	 No si.gnific ., nt c;t~;;il)C•1l'i!V~ 0r fiscal difficulties 
obstruct the cl-.ovelop;r,cnt rJ f the Negev. 

Ne ither sane c,.;nsC;:rvatic,n ncr intern'J.ti<mal prececient dictates that 
p;Jrtici.~".ting countries slF,uld be der:!·ivet.l of their prero,:;.:o.tive of using 

.. the ir w0.ters ::•f allocatic-n in such a w::J.y ""s t a assure the l:l.3.ximum advantages 
t c their citizens. 

It is not in:l pprc pri:itG to r-·:,int cut that, if such n. princir;le were 

cnfc rced in the interst2.te us e s in uur C•Wn crJuntry, we should have prornvted 

un8c on amico.1l water d•.;'re l ,jpment in a vacuum. 


LJ.. Tho:: 1-mrks nr.w under constructi ·1n in Isr:H:3l, of ca nalizing the . 

1'-''tters of the J c rd c:;. n f:-r·trr!nsmissi ·n t '~ L'lke Tiberias, are not only not in 

conflict with the pr-:' ~ Josals in the r apcrt, but fit j_nto them. ad:nire.bly. 

The;y conflict in nc v-;:;.y 1r1ith the ::tbove ~r -J.ny other sche!ne ·for using Lake 


..._..I
Tibcria s et.s ~. Pl"!.in reservr1ir f..::r the distributicn of irrit}3.ticn water for 
the J or clan v~c lley . 

5. If Lmd 't!hen " c(:f,'.[-'l ete l y intesrc-,b:d vr ogr :;,m f 0r r c:gi vnal water 

devel ()rm:·nt :a"..terL·.lizes in t his -?. rea, <:€: !:•we littlG <i·.)ubt but that it 

'trill include the princi; l es c:nc.'. the Jet~ils which we li~t above. 


Very 	t ruly yours, 

J.L. 	Sa v2.ge 

Abel i'!olrnan 

Dce.rd ·.)f Consult-::nts on ':L'.ter Development for Israel.~ 
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