
?.:O'.i.'li: Oi<' CONV:·:rnA'l'ION 'i'ITH•' MR. P:tJ\HCI:-3 H. RUSSELLt 
U. ~.A. CHA~G?. -;) 1 A~'PAiit:~S! 24 :~eptember 1953. 

On Thursday, P-4 3epte.nber 195:5, I Jined. '11-ith Mr. Russell at his 
hnuse. t he only other nerson nresent •as Mrs. Russell. 

I 

Atter Jinner, · the conversation tnrried t.o the tension between Israel 
And nyria, and ~r. Rus sell delivereu himael~ of an address roufh:).y along 
.':he followinr. lines:

------~~ 
'":'hat J cAn't unJerstanJ is why you ch this !)Articular tillle to 


::>tart these v;orks in the North. After , only last month there was no 

intent 1on r..o star't anythinp: of the nt.l, there was no budget for i1;, . and 

even now ~v-0\l are usine unsuit&ble machinery \\hich you wouldn-Lt be !4Sine; 

if ;rou had nlan~ed the thin&; thor•onrhly in aJvance. You are doing this 

j1tst at the time wh<m it looktwas if MM~MMi-!Nl'il!'<t1;{MM~I4 a settlement ~ith 


r<:p-ynt. were ar•ound the corner. I sunnose you know why the Egyptiafla 

relea f; eJ the 'Par:'non'? I have reaJ all kinus of expil.llaations in the 


~oer:j, but the real reason is that Caffery rrisue vigorous renresentations 
to the ~pynt i.An:>, and the~r n:;ve in. Caffery has built up an excellent 
nos Hl.on fot• himself in Gairo rmd e'1joys the !!Ont'idence of the refi!1Je. 
'i' he '•:F;~rnt:.i.nrts hElve got various thinp;s from u:i, anu there are other things 
L:1e.v want to £et from us - ·and they neeJ these things badly. '//hen ~hey 
h;;we "eRched F settlement wHh the British, they v;ill be ready tor ~ 
set tle rnent with ~rou. I don't know how ne~r· A settlement \l.it.h the British 
is, but it lo nks ver:'y close nm•, and. the ~gyotians are )ittifMw,t nrenared to 
~ t a rt wi. th you immediately ftftePw5rds. It. won't be easy for them, · for 
they will hFtve to over-come a lot of r.)J'ejuJice 1'\n,i onl')osition in the Arab 
w0rlp - ElnJ tl-tis is the mol!lent you choose for anr;ering the Syrianr; , and 
so nut t inr: off Afreement wHh ~gypd It's just the same as what you did 
~ith the tr~nsfer of your Ministry to Jerusalem. Two days before h~ left, 
r.lonnett Davi~ asked you not t:.o trr.nsfer the r.antstry, and you knew we didn't 
Nmt :vou to Jo it. As n fllBtter fact, at the time you maJ.e the move, the 
'1t n te Denartment haJ worked out nractically 99.9% a ';)len for .rerusnlem which 
•··oulJ hAve Rati~fieJ you eomnletely - but now, by your action, you hove Tlut 
of1' a s olution for at. leesl. two years. We cAn't tmderst.anu ·.. hy you do these 
t l1i.nps . ·• 

1n the course of talk on the cBnal which is being dug to divert the 
Jm•oJan , I me ni;ioned Lhat we haJ Mil!M~ all AlOnE" been for regionel co-oneration 
i.n l.he ntil i sRtion of Wilier resources for the benefit of all the countries 

co nce rneJ, hut if the Syri n.n !> EJnJ .To•·dan inns took the Yarrnuk, '11-e had no 

l'l~ernAtivd lJut to make the most o1' the Jordan · for ourselves. To this Mr. 

luH~e ll renl1ed:

·•rt iAn't true that the Syria.ns nn\1 .TorJr-nians Are taking the Yarrnuk. · -' 
r-.r, a :nr' tter of fnct, the 31;ete Denartment hss juGt ~eehecl: the eeRel~eie~...,~ 
L tH~t the YR )' ,rmk scheme shonlu not oe continued., and the U.S.A. wa.s r>reparing 
to throw ell its .weip;ht behind a ref.ional r>roject. exactly as you have e.lways 
V· fnl.ed. Now :vou go and ID00:1M start these works in the North and m~ke the 
~·: : ·10 le r;h inP' i1l')OSRihle. '~'ou've nnt the S:vrinnR' 11acks U"[l, and they'll build 
a •.] vm ecro13s the Bania A to cut off the t sonrr:e . of the Jord.an. Then where are 
vou'=' No rertnnt;l nro ject, anJ. no ,Trn•dL=m ''. 

I told him this came as a great Rurnrise to •te, for we had made 
Pent•<"!:oent(it inns on this subject to the 3ta te De!'lartment two or three months 
n~o end ~~ d heen wai.ting ever since for an nnswer. In fAct, Juring the !)ast 
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few dllyH we hAd beAn thinking of '~enewtln~ those revresentat ions. We had never : \~ 
hnd a::; muc'l as a hint \.hat the U. 3.A. ·,.,·as - .planning to abandon the Yarmuk -~ 
--:>roject. 'l'o this ~:r. R11Rsell answered:..; 

''Y••u know, novernments are cor:~r.>licated affairs. We had to .dig out thirty-
five yearr, of' records in the Der>artment of, .the Tnterioi' and set qp comrnittees 
And hold diRcussions. All this tAkes time. If' we had taken J.~an into our 
connultr,ti.ons, the ,TorJ&nians v.ould hf•Ve been angry, just nyou ;would have been 

. 	unp.ry if Wtl had tEiken in the Jordanians. ... ~o ;;.e worked al this out by ourselves 
and weren't r:oing '·to tell enyone about it ·till we had got 11 oun ideas straight. . I 

Now ynu 've p;one a11d. lirnMIII spoilt it all. . . I 
l1' ·•on the Huleh, the tr.a.A. Government won't SUl")port you. We flave a pretty:_ 

oer f'ect recorJ of backint: the U.N., whether we like ifS ·decisions or not, and 
v\'e shall st&nJ hy Bennike. What's rnore, you'pe MfinOi(MMPJm,flitUfttfmmJUPOIHJ.fWifPHnfllMWI 
ruininp: the chflnces of peace wil.h Zgypt, and you can't e:x.pect us ~o ,go .along 
•1th you on thatq. 	 · ' 

1'h1.s ....-as the giRt of' r.r.r. ltussell' s soe·ech, UfGmMIIU.1MIIlMMli!W coqched in 

nerfectly clear and categorical terms. 1 · have not recorded my aJiswers. 


w.E. 
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