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DIFFERENCES ON JORDit.N WATER PLAN 
S K·.:N Ni.ROOt-1/ED. 

WASHINGTON, JULY 6 - (USIS) - Informed sourcos said here tcday dif.fez:;en·•es 

botween tm Arab States ani Israel on tho actual nllocation of water in the 

Jordan River developnent plan have 11 narrowed rnnterially.n 


They expressed belief thnt if ~greenent can be reached on the sharing 

of wntcr,other questions· on the plan can be resolved quickly. 


The sources said it is likely Eric Johnston, personal Amb..-~ssador from 
the President to the Ar~b States and Israel on tho Jorden River issue, will 
make another trip to U.c Nc0r East within trn next few r.lonths. A nunbor of 
factors, engineering ar~ otherNise1 but engineering princiJk~1 will deter
mine the time of the tripo 

Johnston is snid to have made it clear to Israel that the Litani 
River will not be involved jn the Jordan develnp::1::mt :::cteme, since the pregram 
is not a regional develo}Jili'Ji"i!J program, but the d6velop;>1~"'lt of a wntershed. · 

When agreement is re0.ched, it was emphasized, work can start "almost 
immediately" on the Jo::-dan development progra.L1. :r:t vms sue;gested a timetable J 
for the completion of t Le s ~.·. h Gme might include eight or ten years, but lands 
could be brought under irrLgc.t.ion "very quickly" ns the work on the project 
progresses., 

The sources s.:>.id Ar[l.'c e.cceptance of the five principles governing the 
Jordan River dovelopnent schene was cxptoessecl in n joint j.rab comr.nmique. 

Israelis accept.J.nce of these same principles was expressed by Prima 
Minister MoshG Sharett ~~ 0. press conference recently, the sources added. 

It was pointerl orrt thn.t discussions of the Jordan project will be 
continued by the ~rab St~tes and Isrnel through Mr. Eric Johnston, and that 
there will be no direct conmunication between them on this matter. 

It was said that on his ~~st trip to the Near East Mr. Johnston had 
received 11 every cooperation and courtesy" fran officials in Cairo ani Tel 
Aviv. Too results of Johnston's visit were characterized as "great pr.gress 1 

11 

an:i "a material step forward." The sources said their beleif is that the 
Jordan prnject is a key to the economic development of the area and that 
possibly with this dcvelop1aent the political situation can be improved. 
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