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On the evening of Tuesday, 21 September 1982, the first communique in the
name of the Lebanese National Resistance was distributed to the information
media in Beirut, declaring the resistance's operation carried out on Monday
night against the Israeli concentrations in al-Sana'i' area of the Lebanese
capital. The communique stressed that the struggle would continue until
the occupiers were expelled. At 0730 on the following day, 22 September,
an attack was carried out at Ayyub Station near Burj al-Murr, also in Beirut,
with hand grenades and automatic weapons.

On the night of 22 September, an attack with (F.uerga) missiles was launched
against the Israeli concentrations in front of the I'LO headquarters at
Corniche al-Mazra'ah.

On the afternoon of 24 September, a fighter approached an Israeli officer
sitting with two of his colleagues at the Wimpy Cafe in al-llarara' and fired
his pistol, killing the officer and wounding his two colleagues, the first
in the neck and the second in the chest.

After every operation, the papers emerged with a communique issued by the
Lebanese National Resistance Front claiming credit for the operation and
declaring the start of the course toward Liberating Lebanon from the
Israeli occupation.

The Lebanese National Resistance Front has been fighting Israel since that
date. There have been hundreds of operations and tens of martyrs among the
resistance fighters, there have been hundreds of killed, wounded and disabled
among the invading Israelis and there have been thousands of detainees in
Ans.ir Camp.

The war goes on between a regular occupation army and a resistance movement
whose position, place, means and methods the enemy has not been able to
uncover.

The war between the Israeli forces and the Resistance Front is real, consider
ing that the number of Israelis killed has exceeded the number Israel lost
during the 1967 and 1973 wars and even during the Isreali invasion of Lebanon.

Will the resistance continue and will the w.ir in the south go on raging?
Can the resistance oust Israel and has this resistance become a main political
and military party in ousting Israel from the occupied territories?

What Is the Lebanese National Resistance Movement?

It is the will of a people to liberate the land and to regain dignity. It
embodies true national unity because it includes all factions of the Lebanese
peopLe. The front is not a certain party, a certain organization or a certain
formation. It is a moment and a place in Lebanon. Rather, it is a movement
born of political parties and factions with diverse ideological tendencies
and with different views and forms of organization. Hut they are in agree
ment on a specific point, namely defending the occupied Lebanese soil,
repelling the dangers of occupation and ending this occupation.
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nearly 70 percent of the southern youth are now outside .he south. Meanwhile,
those remaining in the south must submit to the laws imposed by the occupation
forces or join in underground action.

Abu Tariq Speaks

What about the National Resistance Front, who belongs to it and what does it
want? The question has been raised at a local and an international level and
t»e answers to it are not available because one of the most important elements
in the success of this front is its secretive activity and careful organization,
in addition to its complex organizational structure. But the importance of
raising the issue has been a reason for following up on this issue and for
reaching some symbols [leaders] in the front, despite their secretiveness,
their high level of organization and their determination not to embroil the
issue in media problems, requirements and consequences and to keep it in its
current form.

There were successive contacts before v/e could get in touch with Abu Tariq,
the political officer of the Lebanese National Resistance Front-Liberation'
Forces, and conduct the following interview with him:

[Question] How did you reach the name the Lebanese National Resistance Front?

[Abu Tariq] The nature of its beginning, the circumstances engulfing this start
the elements constituting the front and the front's fundamental objectives
dictated the name. It is natural for an action directed against the likely
enemy to be a resistance action in its nature and to have a national content
because it seeks to liberate the land from occupation and to regain national
sovereignty. Considering that resistance activity fails within a front's
iramework, this name is projected so that it may encompass all the resources
employed within the context of confronting the occupation. We proceed in this
regard on the basis that the multiplicity of parties opposing the Israeli
occupation, with their different intellectual tendencies and inclinations,
does not abolish the possibility of their common national agreement. We
believe that the element of hostility toward the Zionist enemy is enough to
constitute a mainstay for the creation of the front's alliance. Therefore,
the compounded name of the front—a name compatible with the nature of the'
action, namely confronting the occupation—sums up in fact the objectives of
this national liberationist activity. It has been selected from among several
other names and titles and it has been decided to use the name the National
Resistance Front-Liberation Forces because it is most compatible with the
state of struggle in which the Lebanese masses have become enrolled.

[Question] What is the explanation for this phenomenon and what are the
factors that have helped its emergence?

IAbu Tariq] The ar.iomatic explanation for this phenonmenon is that it is a
normal reaction to the Israeli aggression against Lebanon and to the enemy's
occupation of parts of Lebanese territory. This is an experience waged by
all peoples whose lands have been subjected to occupation. We, the Lebanese,
cannot be the exception to this rule.
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aS„nmberhoVre„sor„srat "^ **« "^"|— —•* ** "e due to

from the occupation and in proceeding toward resistance action. refaUltX"8

liv'the ^%Jeritage °f Jtruggl. amassed by the Lebanese masses generally and
by he southern masses in particular and their awareness of the dlieions

Fourth, the popular national awareness of what the Zionist danger embodies
and the resistance's adoption oT this awareness This has f^dies

tccting shield confronting the occupation. P

Fifth, numerous forces with various into L' ccm-i 1 of,-n • ,
and popular figures have joined the fro" "on Iag? "£?„"? "atfonal
-^^^^^a single channel, forming a^ep'g" cur^nt. ' ^'^ *"" ^^ lM°
Sixth, the absence of official pan-Arab and national action capable of counting he Israeli CIlumy who has rpIled on blu tap;a;' ;,fL1 Lmi
Arab territories. Thus, the resistance has come to fill agap in thi.
of attrition which they cannot endure for a long time.

[Question] What is the Lebanese National Resistance Front?

fAnswer] The Lebanese National Resistance Front is the child of the labor
undertaken by the south and the other territories trampled by the ccup Uon
and I is the living national expression of the Lebanese people's e ,
this fateful period Lebanon is going through.

The Lebanese National Resistance Front is the only healthy part of this
.ling body that is being consumed by the sectavian borer and by den mimtion
a isola lomsm. Therefore, the front's political line is aline o72Till
all the forces opposed to the occupation. These forces' pro, ™ if

££ r\r ss, ttsj^ss a :s.s=££=7
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at the same time. In this context, the front is interested in organizing the
available efforts and in employing all the resources available at the local
and Arab levels to make the battle being waged against the Zionists an equal
battle. l

Moreover, the resistance's political line, as we understand it, is a funda
mental line in its rejection of the occupation. This fundamental line dic
tates that resistance be decisive in rejecting all forms of settlement with
the Zionist enemy. Therefore, the struggle that must be waged is a struggle
that deals with all the aspects of life in Lebanon and that must take all the
forms necessary.

We say that the resistance's political line is the element guiding all the for
forms of resistance, including military resistance. If military resistance is
the most effective popular expressions, the other forms of resistance are no
less important than the military resistance because the resistance with its
various elements is nothing but the enactment of a political decision The
means of spurring the masses are one of the forms of resistance, and so is
boycotting the enemy and refraining from dealing with him, rejecting normali
zation and confronting the enemy's agents. All these aspects complement
each other. By integrating the elements of these forms of resistance we
will achieve the desired national end and will prevent the enemy from'
achieving his goals.

Front and State

[Question] How (In yon explain the demand by some circles in the govori'TOOHt
and outside it that the state adopt and support the resistance front?

[Abu Tariq] Demanding this of the government should not be confined to some
circles because confronting the occupation is the responsibility of all
Lebanese of all sects and political affiliations. Therefore, this demand
represents faith at its weakest. What is surprising is not the demand that
the state adopt the resistance but rather the ongoing argument concerning
the resistance's role in liberating the land.

[Question] How do you envision the state's adoption and support?

[Answer] We must ask here the following question: how does the state view
the occupation of vast parts of Lebanese territory? If it views this occupa
tion as a violation of sovereignty and an attack against this sovereignty
then the state's national legitimacy is tied to the extent of its ability'
to lead a national plan to rescue the soil from the occupation's talons and
to restore national sovereignty to the occupied territories. But if the
state is incapable of leading such a plan, then does it consider an action
confronting the occupation a legitimate action?

If it considers it a legitimate action, then it must provide it with t\e
necessary care. But if it considers it illegal, then it will have n^ndoned
the principle of national sovereignty over the land.
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It is our view that for the state to possess national qualities it m*t
consider national resistance action against the occupier alegitimate
action. If because of internal complexities the st »e LJrJn. fZH L •
afrank and clear position toward adopting ch. reS' "ince Hen fS T?t
does not at all absolve the state of its responsibility ' " refrainin«

which give°tLni"sIsaance,PPOrt "l^ V"* "*** "^ Varl°US Provisionswnicn give the resistance a new dimension, making it the cause of all
Lebanese, both inside and outside the government In n.k *L -«
position, several consequences must be'underTined: & *M °fflCial
First, liberation of the land is a task i-hnt- ,-o —,.

objective. institutions and agencies at the service of this

Iction « ^2^^'^^S^^"-^ ""j a* ^gitimate

is responsible fundament^"for he cti S' ^ec' ritC enr™^' *"'nationally for liberation of the land ^re wJ«J hac^TSS" .fail d
«iony r;:vhe deci,ion rersni,in8 resista-ce 2SJ; L"U2£:t^
"" L" ckv" H S° CVidCnt ln thl UlCk °f «-rtoy. contribution onulL ,J taCk""8 Che consequence* generated by the occupation in the

The state must also devote attention to facilitating rhr> nff,-,,-,,
concering the inhabitants of the occupied terriesIn ^ ^oThe^
and social services. We demand that the state adopt an official political
the stat, rCCT12i"8 thG -stance as legitimate national acvity and thatthe state employ this resistance as one of the elements of strength Mailable
to it to impose an unconditional withdrawal on the Israeli enemy aVaildble
Protection and Support

[Question] There is no doubt
to internal and externa
ed, assisted and helped

doubt that the National Resistance Front is exposed
1 plots. How can the resistance be preserved, protect-
to spread?

he .2 ?"«™tion of the resistance front comes through securing all
the elements for its continuity and for developing its effectiveness so thi
it may achieve its goals., What is more important in this regard is not o let
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the parties to the resistance fall into the snare of factionalism and
n^fJT3!, ?f T l° haV° 6aCh Pa"y Seek to P°rtray itself ™the soleParty behind the front's activity because such an attempt would be tantamount
to a falsification of the truth and a fall into the abyss. On the other hand
preserving and protecting the resistance require comprehensive national
adoption of this resistance and pan-Arab support for it at all levels In
fnrSth!SPrt;feStabliShtn8 a national fund for support of the resistance andfor the steadfastness of our people in the occupied territories and pan-
Arab financing for the resistance are among the top pan-Arab duties.

[Tt^rl Ff a5°Ut material SUPP°rt? W^ a^ the circles that contributeto the material and moral support of the front?

Ifstin'conf"6 Trld ^ "Vealin8 no secret ^en we say that material supportis still confined to popular initiatives which, by their limited nature, are
not enough to meet the essential requirements. As for the circles that give
material and moral support to the front, they are the circles connected with
workTf13. a^e altl°n: Regardin* raoral suPP°rt, it is still within the framework of political praise issuing from numerous forces and states that have not
offered anything tangible yet.

Military Operations

[Question] Against whom are your operations aimed fundamentally? Can (thev)
go beyond the framework of the areas where ther, is an Israeli presence
and how? *

lAbu Tariq] The operations are the implementation of a political decision
U^Jli ^^u fundamentaily a8ai"st the occupying enemy and those collaborat
ing with him because whoever collaborates with th.8 enemy is a traitor Bv
virtue of tying his destiny to the enemy's destiny, a collaborator is'sub-
£! tv Same criteria t0 which the enemy is subjected. Insofar as we
the Lebanese National Resistance Movement, are concerned, the scope of our '
operations is confined to the areas occupied by the Zionist enemy. But this
does not preclude our giving thought to dealing the enemy blows wherever we
can. The future will answer this question.

[Question] What about military operations in the field?

[Abu Tariq] The Liberation Forces are one of the National Resistance Front's
Platoons which has embarked on military actions against the occupation forces
since the occupiers' feet desecrated our soil. Our platoon has dealt its
blows to the enemy in all the occupied territories and with all the available
military means. We are working to develop these operations qualitatively
and quantitatively We announce these operations within the general informa
tion framework to insure the unity of the national effort and to reiect
hnnH10113. iS\°n the ^ hand a"d beC3USe °f security necessities on the otherhand. But what we can announce in this regard is that the latest operation
carried out by the Liberation Forces' struggles, namely operation No 2J4?
attacked the motorcade of former enemy minister of defense Sharon while he
was passing through Sidon last March. The latest operations also include the
explosive charge placed in the Israeli intelligence office in the city of
Tyre last July. y
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[Question] What about the Israeli soldier' Out of vo„r «« »*
lighting this soldier and in directine mil rnrv ^ exPerf«^« 1"

Jerrno'L^'V^'r'"1"" a8al"St th' «"«»>' 4" *• <"*"Pic= Lebanese

lIIIif^iiiLi::
pursuesti/ej: L S ;rn;Lo;nrtheghos,Lofcowtaat«—

enemy has made this enemy view the Lebanese rooil r? u Israeli

the south under these circumstances. But the escalitino aJT™!*/
resistance will keen the i«„P of +h escalating and continuous
Bio-.' -,,,,) Rno. i he occuPation of the south, Western aI-

Lebanese. !. our estate. ti,e,e ramors „„ „„c f,,,., ,%£ %*'m ^

Demographic and Geographic Change

[Question] It is said that most of the detainees in Ansar and in other
Israeli prisons have been arrested in retaliation for th
directed against the IsraeliLi army and that the Israeli;;

aaring operations
are consequently
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engaging in acts of suppression, terrorization and eviction aeainst- rl, .
theanarantSrd f" Villa8M With the aim °f ™»«3 a ^illst

[Abu Tariq] The statement that Israel has escalated its brutal acts ,f

ance's national action so that the inhabitants of all <-h» 7 resist-
may feel that they are not alone in the ho^rabJe national battte thev ^^
waging against asettlement-oriented and expansionistlnemy "^

^stance FroLJ3 B0Drdll«1?» -tablished among the parties to the National
[Abu Tariq] Let us keep this
the coordinator among the parties and because the central political line'of

confidential because the single objective I
political Line ol

perations whenever
the forces opposed to the occupation is crystallized in o
the need arises.

Hazim Speaks

From Abu Tariq, we proceeded to Hazim, one of the cadres of tho t,.
National Resistance Front, and had the following interview with him "
[Question] How did you reach the name the Leban

t^bta-^
t: atvscut^dschctfL°1\rdcrship,s asrcement to ^ «£2 nu: i tLedissue al-Wazzan and Philip Habib and their agreement on the

ese National Resistance Front?

from^h" ^H timG that thG deParture of the armed Palestinian resistance
ying on°alJ the SiS """""I ^ f" °f fighti"g ^ ^cl^lion]liens opposed to the occupation and proceeding on the

basis of the sense of national responsibility and of th
e void result i nj>
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;patcK atsress ssgr.fi: °rpation- Ne8—as
nation and the Lebanese S la L^ LfV^""6 liberation Organi-
found that the nature of the circSst^! IT ' dbeen disc"ssed. We
of these two formulas becausebotTentailL Sf Pemit " C° ad°pt either
government as areactionary and SsSsJ ^t^S*8 ^ aga±nSt the Lebane^
confined to resisting the occupation t%? T " 3time When our S°al ™*
formulas, because they reduced the size of t„f ^ disre8ard^ the two other
occupation-an occupation that arouses the Zti V™* aga±nSt the Israeli
masses and their progressive and nional fo^s'buc £1 ^ ** P°PUlar
and religious heritage and that affecrTthf ! S° arouses the national
of some landowners. Out of their desire to £ T^ °f the bour^-ie and
fight the Israeli occupation .« " JjjJ/^oV g£nfal Poli^ "
parties agreed on the Lebanese Nation,! » broadcast forces, the three
Lebanese Popular Resistance Front or the IT ". **?*< rather than the
formulas. The dec,, Jn made by the fr^^^86 Liberation Organization
to announce the front on 22 September JSs^'w^h1'"31 ^ mllitary commands was
the course of national resistance to til qualitative operations so that
Bashir al-Jumayyil assumed his duties as °CCUPfion would ^rge on the day
Bashir al-Jumayyil-s assassination 1 President of the republic. But
invasion of Beirut n" ™™ n°\^.lentS"8 °' " Sept6mber and ******
secretaries of two of the parties' Jouncing*^ L5Jt ^ ^^
their personal names calling for the ™f- T t0 lssue statements in
formula agreed upon. The pollcicalbureff u *! fr°nt acc°rding to the
que supporting their call t 6 s° V^ Pa"y iSSUed ac~i~
the newspapers of 16 and 17 September" 198to ?T t0 *'' Y°U Can checkcommunique. September 1982 to read the two statements and the

These founding parties stirt-c,^ .-„ •
tions against8the zJonis s"nder tLSSUe "J^8 °n the "Stance opera-
Resistance Front], sine tnetthe frTt' " ^ [LebanGSe National
under which all the resistance"^ e cpo^he ^ 38°neMl tendency(Actual) resistance activity his Tonl E"?. occupation can enroll,
founding the front. But he formula ..as^nt JTT* °f the thrGC »»"**«
&tKrand a11 the other S&i=2T2iS SWSVSkS.
wi^ .isa/ssi ^Y^sxTsff-s- a •*—• —dthe formation of the fro** I. aePcemt>er 1982. Any other claim regarding
took 3months £ Lvelop--3 month^f SlS PUrSUit °f 3*«^ *5i
occupation actions from the beginning of jZt^l-VT^1^ ^ anti~
Needless to say, the revelation of Sis mT ^V" LNRF W3S d"lared.
the right of the other for 0 0 b TT\ '?" ^ n0t Undermi"ethe same formula. contribute to fighting the occt-upation under

&*£?JS iLtSSr1"to this ph™ - *««are the factors
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[Hazim] First, the Israeli occupation of Lebanon; second, the PLO leadership's
decision on the departure of the armed Palestinian resistance from Lebanon-
third, our national feeling of the duty to defend the sanctity of the homeland
and to fight the Zionist occupation desecrating it; fourth, our struggle
experience during the civil war and during the 3 months preceding the formation
of the front, which convinced us of the need to combine our fighting forces
and to mobilize our resources against the occupying invaders; fifth the
masses' decision against the occupiers—a decision free of the distortions
caused by the negative actions of some of the Palestinian resistance factions—
which encouraged us to include the role of the Palestinian masses and their
unity of struggle with the Lebanese masses in our awareness and our calcula
tions regarding the need to unite the forces opposed to the occupation; and
sixth, the legacy of the rich experience of the presence of the Palestinian
lighters in Lebanon and the Syrian stance of opposition to Israel and to
fascism were, of course, factors contributing to the formation of the front
These are the most important factors helping the emergence of the LNRF and
its becoming a general way of fighting the occupation. We were dreaming and
our dream has come true in the broadest manner. The soundness of our fore
sight was confirmed at a time when many of the forces that were considered
pro-national forces were vacillating under the weight of the occupation between
fighting the occupiers and fleeing the arena. They vacillated in such a way
that they lost the ability to think along sound national lines and encouraged
some of their cadres to deal with the occupiers! As for the explanation
regarding the phenomenon of the Lebanese national resistance which includes
all the Lebanese and Palestinian masses and forces, it is evident in the deen
love our masses have for their homeland and in their readiness to defend it '
and to protect its sanctity and independence. It is a natural phenomenon
that not only indicates the genuine character of our people but also shows how
stupid were those who planned for the fifth war when they thought that they
could intimidate our people and subject them to occupation just by deploying
their forces. Truly, "you propose and the fates laugh."

[Question] What is the Lebanese National Resistance Front and what does it
aspire to? What is its political and military line?

[Hazim] The Lebanese National Resistance Front is the general tendency of the
struggle to fight the Zionist occupation of the Lebanese homeland. As for
its aspirations, they are confined to liberating the homeland and expelling
the Israelis, relying on the people's will. Its name—national resistance-
makes evident its political line which makes armed violence an extension of
its policy by other means. Its actions—armed struggle—and its methods and
means of action make it obvious that its military line is devoted to fighting
the Israelis and draining their forces so that they may be forced to flee
Lebanese territory, all of Lebanon's territory.

[Question] How do you interpret the demand by some parties inside and outside
the government that the state adopt and support the resistance front?

[Hazim] The phenomenon of demanding that the State of Lebanon adopt the
Lebanese National Resistance Front is not new. A number of parties and forces
proposed this to President Amin al-Jumayyil when they called him Muhammad Amin.
But they failed.
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The current demand is somewhat d-fff0T-0„* c
government that propose adoptL the *,!£, T'f*" '**»*«* «*•
by their past dreams to be accepted by the ZeJ IfJ^* Front are motivated
with the hope of gaining fi™ official 25 8°Vernment as Partners of the regime,
to the reactionary men of tlie regime and o?8"" " ' nati°'lal Slde '^^cdobjective and purpose of be 1 !gime and of m°vmg astep closer toward the
the partners in the backward Id reLt" U ^ rlCheS and Sp°ils en-i°-ved bv
relations of subservience andctn"? ^^ Md Bpartner in «» '
livelihood of the people ana at th ^ 6XpenSe °f the 1±ves ™*come to represent «^ !j6f*^* °f the dignity of man, who has
est commodity in the £rk^ol thef ^Xi^ B the murders «- ^heap-
As for some of th* „ . . ' iackeyhood, exploitation and j>rced

tance iS/L^nSL^ ^ ad°Pti°" of ^ »«fonat Resia-
they are serious'in thel" man "uH "heir nut lmP°SSible' *" *»• »
participation in the government before th. , I P P0Sf ** t0 jUStify thtiir
be prolonged and repeated uti eW unti thev re't"' ST^S"' dcma»d •"!
at such atime when obsolescence will h«?S TV ° Cheir P°pular Portions
and buried the way the flrs'cll^al^ei™^^ "" deMnd iS -^«
[Question] How do you envision the state's adoption and

support?

Mfci&TlLS. 53JSJ2: f"Asad rejected a«—<•* b>-government in accordance with tL w 2" fo™ation of a "national" union
Upon Rumsfeld's insistence on the rL ? "^ ?" *? »ul"«a«onal forces,
examine his proposal serlousiv In S A*"?* ^ the Syi"ian Worship
gripping everybody's nroat! P¥«s\aentTaLd " I IS"! °f "" C^isment would be futile as lone m ^wered that such a govern-
because with the presence of SL aecord rhf^ C°ntlnUed t0 *" »«-*—two factions: one with IsrLl^d^otnet SS^Sl.?"* * ^ '«»
l&^T*?tt Union Party has *•"
single pa^rty now. B t,e al y^VthiT^ " **^^ "*« lt L* ''
This is why we do not think the State If LS^T"' "T that lt '" *« •»•National Resistance Front r,LhT ofFLfba»°n i« capable of adopting the
State of Lebanon escalate' JSFff !" . J°" mUCh the P^ssures on the
has historical ^S^^J^^rftS^i^^ ""j?
and £$ aX^engag^n fJL2 fjH ^ ^ <°^ 5=W
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Plots

[Question] There is no doubt that the resistance front is subjected to
internal and external plots. How can it be preserved, protected, supported
and helped to spread?

[Hazim] Since its creation, the Lebanese National Resistance Front has been
exposed to plots. Yet, it has continued to be the only formula imposed on all
those opposed to the occupation. We are confident that this formula, within
whose framework all the Lebanese and Palestinian fighting forces are now
enrolled and to which they are committed, will continue to be stronger than
the plots. The secret behind this is made evident by the fact that the front
has been and will continue to be impregnable internally. When it is
impregnable internally, then all the external plots will hit this wall of
impregnability and will be smashed on the rock of the impossibility of plotting
from within. If it seems as if we are talking in incomprehensible riddles,
then it is in this respect that the front's strength and impregnability lie.
For sabotage to be able to defeat the front's actions, it has to succeed first
in breaking up the front's structure, in creating divisions within this
structure and in disuniting it. Unless plotting can break up those who are
united and erase the formula of their unity, it will continue to turn in a
vicious circle. This is the case with the plotting against the resistance
front. Plotting, regardless of its dimensions, is incapable of succeeding
in foiling and undercutting the front.

The secret behind this is simple. The front has no organizational structure
through which the plotting may penctrace and bore into its body. Lven the two
political and military commands formed by the three parties initiating the
front formula and mapping out the front's general course and direction are
no longer the only two authorities deciding the front's actions. Since the
front became a general framework for all those opposed to the occupation a
iong time ago, this front has not been subject to a particular command.
Rather, each side has become an independent and secret political and military
command for its own actions. This is why you find that the front has become
a formula for numerous and diverse ideological and political affiliations
bound by nothing more than the national commitment against the occupation.
It is within this general, framework that the fighters of this or that side
meet to carry out joint actions at the same time when each side is carrying
out its own operations. The joint action has its reasons, causes and motives
which do not include ideological or political unity but rather the need
for explosives or certain types of weapons or elements. Therefore, the joint
operations carried out by some of the sides committed to the front formula
do not mean a commitment or a restriction against cooperation or joint
actions with other sides. This is unlike the case of front's action as defined
by an internal program and constitution. For example, we coo^eicite in some
operations witn Amal Movement's fighters, with Hizaballah. with the uprising's
fighters and a number of other new resistance factions. We also cooperate
with our comrades in the basic forces, disregarding the political or ideologi
cal differences which we do not permit to influence the fighter's movement
and their ability to carry on with their actions. The issue of the national
resistance has gone beyond its initial stages, and plotting is no longer cap
able of undermining it. We had feared for the resistance because of exploita
tion and opportunism but these elements have failed and any attempt to sabotage
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[Question] Against whom are your operations fundamentally aimed and can these
operations go beyond the limits of the Israeli occupation areas?

[Hazim] Our combat action is aimed fundamentally against the Israeli invaders.
We have not given any thought r.o far to moving it beyond the Israeli occupation
areas. The Israelis and their lackeys in these areas are the targets against
whom we aim the muzzles of our rifles. We are not sectarian and we fight
sectarianism and resist sectarian actions. If we are forced to fight with
the "national forces" we will not forget to exert our utmost efforts to deter
sectarian actions. We are well known for our revolutionary course and our
progressive commitment which is founded on a clear basis that makes a distinc
tion and our progressive commitment which is founded on a clear basis that
makes a distinction between the people—regardless of religion, color or
race—and their enemies. We are with the people and with the workers, the
peasants and all the toilers and against their capitalist enemies, especially
the big and greedy merchants and landlords. We support women's liberation
and full eauality with men and against the persecuters of women and against
the shackles that bind women, regardless of whether they are religious or
social. We do not punish one man for the sin of another as the sectarians do.
Every man is responsible for his acts and has his rights and his duties.

Examples

[Question] Can you tell us about some national resistance operations and about
how the resistance has confronted the occupier?

[Hazim] The examples are numerous but we cannot reveal them because we still
need the methods followed in implementing the major part of these operations,
lor example, the method followed in the operation in which the headquarters
of the Israeli governor in Tyre were blown up is still not fully known to the
Israelis. I think that you noticed their confusion over the issue of the
vehicle which crashed into the headquarters even though the headquarters were
blown up from within.

Therefore, we will be content with some simple examples that have become
primitive insofar as our methods of operation are concerned or with examples
which have become a reality which the Israelis are incapable of changing.

First, we have noticed from our practical experience that the Israeli position
we attack does not return the fire in most cases but contacts other positions
to return the fire. Therefore, we have had enough time to attack the Israeli
positions and to change our positions before they could retaliate. As a
result of the large number of operations, the Israelis have been hit with such
a wave of fear that they have hastened and continue to hasten to take cover
opening fire indiscriminately just because fire is opened at them. This has
forced them to strengthen their fortifications. But instead of brining them
security and reassurance, these fortifications have turned into a frightening
ghost for all the Israeli soldiers hiding behind them. This fear was created
when the national resistance fighters were able to penetrate their barriers
and attack them in their very hiding places.

49



milit^y'sLuritfs3 cTthev^ **! T" ""' ** WU1 i*l-« thesystem is UTaZu t tTlIS,{"ZS T^ ^T^^ lB ^ «•
electronic equipment „ 5 , """^ the StreetS a"d »«PI»lled with
Lebanon, this system create1 JJ **""•-••« W- When implemented in South
overcome this m *" 'T^ *Ut thc fl8hters have been able to
and then proceeding" to plouei. ? • S^1?. "S^' ^^ near * mai" ««
the Israeli patrol were •a' le Z^ c^"Sl ?" ^^ C"taln "»<ambush and showered the Israelis with S5 l flfhters Proceeded to lay an
machine gun fire This , t "? ^ a"d medium and U8ht ™S
orchard trees o a d1st nee of 50 «t^^ "S° "!" f°rCGd t0 "u11 outthus caused grave da^eT£ ^-^^1 £ 23Jj..—
EJSyKS cre:Ce%XUrxtaeCfifan. £ T^T °f **"»
degree that he o ten ope, si re u "° S"" "* self~confidence to the
this knowledge may n^el' °i it^LTS"^^^!"1' "° *"
we must admit that we went to the iw It °Ur SCru88Ie -lone,
means and methods with vhie H£t iS " ^ StUdied Cl°Sel* thRre the
forces and the very SopSsScntS III""! ^ :>0LISARI0J co»front the Moroccan
United States and we eme'ed wth J° ?^ SUPPlled t0 theSe f°rceS ^ *•
inasmuch as excessive fortific ," '*?***?* leSS°n t0 the effect that
sense of security and '"?, ^ *" S°ldlerS hidin8 behi"d them a
creates among th soldiers sue! a's al T"8"0" °' SUCh f°»lfl?«"on.
they lose their morale and th Ir - V frustration and inferiority that
We must also admit that o u ftToT i'" T^' M+"*«* tH *-•
heroes of the Islamic il . w, « ,' 0Por»tlons «rried out by the
us create a.tate^^ — 1" -ping

2-1^c^vs2£t^l^^;Kb, ^state powerii-es «*-«- •>«•until we received moder W,™'""^ •*"**, pla"ted "* the "**•«
continue to use battercel f. ^" ^ulP»°nC- We «-ve been using and we
have been purely military but 1 vo '' W'W. N°C aU °Ur °P«ations
by seeking to create"enTion ,t , ^ l° "C '̂V< Political objectivesoccupiers whenever „ amo,„; u,e masses and to spur them against the
carried out by the occupier- T>'"'' " "?? ,°f indlscriminate arrests are
on the pursuit, arrests tortur a '. "f ^ C°ntlnUe t0 aVoid dwel"*Brather fuse all 5^itrSr^rKSS.r t'VurZ "TnT" *
t e^^thris'eH;113 °f T"' tHe — d--[nedISt'make 'l^y
in ouTfa e You an real^ '̂r ,ni,d'S "^ ^ Us Hkes «*-* "^themselves. ^^^Z^J^ ^^TTT^ « ^ ^^they are exaseeratlno n»H m., ,7 , laraeliB recent statements that
they may justif^ tnefr Scanf S.^^ ^"V* °" **< latkc>'s «• tl,at
Lahd's army because t is 2SoO JSJ?? *' , °y "^ Pr°,jd Md b°a8tfU] "f
4,000 strong tlis armv Cifl , k K ^^ ^ iS 2'000 or 3'()f)0 °*which, as a^es I J! ^ -v more fortunate than the Zionist army
Why is it running away now'ifltt Tr^yT^oZl^ " * ^^^

50



The Israelis have experienced what the Lebanese government's army experienced
when it poured its fire on Beirut and the mountain with the purpose of intimi
dating them. The result was that the people, including women, carried arms
in the face of this army.

The main problem or difficulty is that of transporting weapons, especially
explosives and missiles, into the occupied territories. I believe that
Israel's success in complicating the weapons problem is limited. Most of
the time we get the weapons from the Israeli army itself in return for haphish.
Moreover, a large number of the weapon- discovered or seized by the Israeli
soldiers returns to the hands of the i. i onal fighters. We face problems but
it is possible to surmount them. We lu.ve been able to carry out an operation
with Grad missiles in a very primitive and simple way against the Metula
settlement in occupied Palestine.

[Question] What about the Israeli enemy, judging by your experience in
fighting him and aiming operations against his concentrations and patrols?
When will it be able to carry on with the confrontation and do you believe that
these operations will ultimately oust him from the south?

[Hazim] The basic law governing the popular war is embodied in the fact that
it relies on the element of time. This is why it has been described as a
long-drawn-out and a long-range war. The passage of time gives the continu
ation of such a war an element of confusion and attrition and makes it a
drain on the enemy. A continued war against the enemy cannot be achieved
unless the element of secrecy is present in the main part of this war. Thanks
to such secrecy, the initiative remains in the hands of the fighters. With
the passage of time, a sense of confidence develops among the fighters by
v:|rtue of increased experience and increased knowledge of the dimenions,
limits and consequences of the enemy's reactions. With time and with repeated
effective operations against the enemy soldiers who are exposed and unable
to protect themselves totally and completely, there develops a sense of fear
among the enemy and those collaborating with him. If he moves, the enemy is
afraid and if he stands at a roadblock or in his position he is afraid because
he expects an attack that may end his life. For example, the Israelis comb
some forest areas surrounding their positions every evening, and sometimes in
the morning and in clear daylight. They set up imaginary ambush positions
containing nothing other than searchlights at a certain distance from their
positions to mislead the national resistance lighters into believing that
they are present.

The repeated operations have generated considerable frustration among the
Zionist soldiers and have caused them to act indiscriminately, either in the
way they direct their fire or in the way they react. We have become confident
that continuation of the resistance operations is capble of forcing them to flee
Lebanon. I believe that you notice with us that the Israelis have'returned
empty-handed from their fifth war, considering that thev have lost all the
results they achieved in 1982. It has become evident that they accomplished
whatever tlir.jf accomplished, first, through the collusion of 'Arafat's leader
ship and the Lebanese Front with them and, second, through the intense fire
power they employed during the war. It is well known that these two elements
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the field coimnands, as we have already noled. We believe that the present
national leaderships can achieve no more than propaganda support for the formu
la. As for coordination, the first to violate it are those leaderships that
turn the martyrs' blood into a business. It is worth noting that the relation
ship of some leaders with the national resistance does not go beyond the limits
of words.

Our slogan has constantly been: "And say work and the masses will see your
work and history will judge for or against you."

Ra'd Speaks

The other contact was with Ra'd, another official of the Lebanese National
Resistance Front, with whom we had the following interview:

[Question] How did you reach the name the Lebanese National Resistance Front?

[Ra'd] The national press deserves the biggest credit in this respect. During
the Beirut blockade and the subsequent consequences which threatened to
sweep Lebanon in its entirety, a group of youths pained by the previous
phase which led to the invasion banded together. That phase had to be followed
by a new phase in the wake of the failure of the structure of the military
resistance fighting the occupation to stand fast because this resistance had
turned into a regular army facing another regular army. It was natural for the
stronger to win, ami Israel was of course the stronger. The Palestinian
resistance and the Joint Forces turned into a regular army with tanks and
military equipment that became an obvious target, for aircraft and for warships
whereas the experiment of guerrilla warfare was weak and limited to the frame
work of street fighting. A new method had to be used to figiit the occupying
enemy. This motivated us lo coexist and to adapt to and learn the secrets
of explosives. A band of youths constituting the first nucleus proceeded to
search for elements with adequate experience in this field and elements
harboring the national and revolutionary feeling which has motivated us to
proceed on this path.

\fter the political settlements and in che wake of the Sabra and Shatila
massacres, we began to form groups and moved to the south. As a start, we
carried out a number of organized operations, such as the Wimpy, al-Sana'i'
and 'A'ishah al-Bakkar operations and other operations in the suburbs of
Beirut, tn al-Shuway£at and in ai-iladath. We then started to meec with other
groups which had explosives and which were operating without any partisan or
central decision and we Launched our operations against the enemy. The press
began Lo make references to the "national resistance" or the "Lebanese
resistance." This led to a call for a plenary meeting of the cadres of the
active groups. A meet Lit.; was held, the broad lines were mapped out and the
Lebanese National Resistance Front was horn.

At the political level, a!! the existing theories and structures, beginning
with the National Movement and ending witii the Joint Forces, were dropped
because there had to be a method of action totally different from the formula
evalent until then, especially since the struggle in Lebanon had taken;
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[Ra'd] We wish a code of honor were drawn up to coordinate the military
actions of the groups because such a code is likely to make a military action
against the Israeli enemy a highly efficient action. Moreover, such a code
will help organize the collection of financial donations.

[Question] How do you interpret the demand by some circles inside and out
side the government calling for adoption and support of the front?

[Ra'd] We are for any step that supports this idea. The state can set up a
national fund to insure an honorable life for the families of the martyred
and of the captured and also to protect the southern economy. For some time
now, Israel has resorted to burning vast areas of crops and to uprotting
olive and banana trees and many farmers and peasants have been made homeless.
Many families have also been made homeless as a result of the destruction
inflicted on the villages and small towns. There are also the problems
emanating from the closing of roads. The cost of shipping a truckload from
the south to Beirut and vice versa has reached nearly 25,000 Lebanese pounds
as a result of the hardships and of the nights spent at the crossing points.
In the past, the cost did not exceed 500 Lebanese pounds.

Therefore, a national fund whose task is to protect the south's production
and to insure the sale of southern goods in the internal markets at cost after
the fund itself purchases them and then sells them is tantamount to support
ing tiie southern economy. The state can also secure housing for the evacuees
and hospitals and clinics in the south, can show interest in the southern
civil servant and can accord him special treatment, not suspend his salary,
as it has done with a number of teachers detained in Ansar camp.

First Spark

[Question] There is no doubt that the National Resistance Front is subjected
to internal and external plots. How can the front be preserved, protected,
supported and helped to spread?

[Ra'd] At the beginning, we considered ourselves a microbe or a contagion
whenever we approached a "national" partisan circle. We believed that the
conditions were moving toward negotiations and then toward a peace treaty
with Israel. When the 17 May accord was concluded and then abolished, we
knew that numerous factions would adopt this action. Abolition of the
17 May accord was tantamount to an absolution for this action.

For us, it was important that we not embark on acts of vituperation, regard
less of what happens, in order that we may preserve this process and not
drop to the level of what happened in the Palestinian resistance when the
various organizations rushed to claim credit for operations against the
Israeli enemy—a rush which caused a single operation to be claimed by several
organizations whenever an "Israeli soldier stumbled."

What is important to us is that the actions in the south contin-:-. The
multiplicity of operations against the Israeli enemy is r.uL what is important
because our role as a national resistance movement is to touch off the first.
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economic situation that is worsening day after day on the one hand and the
escalating operations of the National Resistance Front on the other hand are
further rallying the people behind this front. We believe that it is Israel's
intention to withdraw. But it will experience a political crisis if it with
draws without any political gain. This means that the countdown in the
Israeli entity has begun. This is why this entity is desperately trying to
make any political gain. The resistance's military operations have come to
constitute an important political party in the Lebanese-Israeli crisis because
they have become a heavy burden to Israel and an important element in reducing
the severity of the Israeli condition concerning withdrawal in return for
political gains.

Scorched Earth

[Question] It is said that most of the detainees in Ansar and in other
Israeli prisons have been arrested in retaliation for the daring operations
carried out against the enemy and that the Israelis are, consequently, engag
ing in acts of oppression, terrorixation and eviction against the inhabitants
so as to arouse popular hatred against the national resistance. Has Israel
succeeded in this and has the popularity of the resistance front in the
occupied territories been affected by these measures?

[Ra'd] The hatred against Israel is intensifying, not vice versa. The
resistance fighters do not have the choice of delaying the resistance against
Israel because of any other interest. If Israel clings to the southland,
then let this land be scorched. On the other hand, if Israel can actually
evict the inhabitants of the south before the birth of central national
decisionmaking which will put an end to the National Resistance Front then we
will be a people unworthy of living. There is no other scientific interpre
tation for this phenomenon because all the other interpretations of this
projection, should it occur and keeping in mind that it is incompatible with
the logic of history, mean dropping the theory of the Lebanese resistance which
is our fate and not our choice.
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