
Our study of Feldman'ouoeful exploratory talks In Israel leadslus conf. r :.;-•;'.;•.,
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elude that although lorael'a leaderB are underotandably hesitant to •***^%i\V>.'' ,
• ..-/.•.'•• WW. 9| •'/>•"-

carte blanche acquiescence in implementation Johnson Plan equally they have:'; •.."!-

apparently NOT repeat NOT found in Plan sufficient hazards to Israel to Justify-
immediate • '• ' ' '.'.'' .'••.'•' : • i ' •J. '•'! :•.•''

its/rejection. Objections put up by Ben-Gurion and Mrs. Meir seem to us essen-

tiolly diveroionnry. In short/ ve. have oome out of this phase Just about vhere

ve might have expected. •' ' •"_;-, .. .; •'.

Having explored preliminary reactions on one side vithout meeting rejec

tion, ve think similar e:cploration chould be carried out on other. By these

ve DOT repeat HOT necetjcorily committed finally to proceed vith Johnson Plan

at this tine. Rather, ve vill have facto on vhich this Government can determine

vbether vorthvhile commit US to Plan and attempt proceed its implementation.

Accordingly, you instructed proceed vith Alternative ONE repeat ONE as

modified by DEPTEL lOU, particularly in regard to stress you should lay on

essentiality of UAR'b avoiding provocative propaganda if Plan to vork.
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ftffective\»ork toward arms limitation in the area.'
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