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The paper starts with an introduction on the basic information about the
country, such as the gpngraphical location, population, and surface area.
Topographically, the country is divided into the following:

1. The forest section: precipitation between S00 and 1000 mm

2. The rolling hills section: precipitation between 300 and 300 mm
3. The Al-Jazira section (between the Dijla and Fourat Rivers)

4. The plains section: precipitation 150 mm

5. The desert section: precipitation less than 100 mm

The article continues with the description of the climate, soil, and
water. Precipitation varies, depending on the area. The average, however,
is between 100 and 150 mm. The waters of the Dijla and Fourat River
region are the essential sources of groundwater in Irag. The length of the
Dijla River is 1718 km. The waters of both rivers are for drinking and
agriculture.

The Estimation of the Water Sources

The water sources of the Dijla and its rivers constitute approximately 30
billion cubic meters per year. The Fourat River accounts for 30 billion cubic
meters per year. As for groundwater, its quantity reaches around 2 billion
cubic meters, concentrated mainly in the northern and northeastern sections
of the country.

The Evolution of lrrigation in lrag

The construction of spiles continued aover the years to desalt the land,
although it was only during the seventies that the causes of salted land
were discovered and dealt with. An essential watercourse that crosses
between the Dijla and the Fourat Rivers to transport the salted water to the
Arabian peninsula was established. This section of the article continues to
describe other attempts at water tapping. Then, the paper deals with the
three divisions of the previous main draining area, which are:

1. The Nothern Division: |t comprises hundreds of kilometers of

principal spiles.

The Central Division: It extends for 201 km

. The Southern Division: It extends fram the Arabian peninsula to the
south of Anassiriya City (172 km)
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The Comprehensive Planning of Water Sources and Land

A comprehensive manmng study was carried out in the midseventies,
regarding water sources and land in Iraq. This study took into con aader
the need for water in mﬂerent sectors as well as outlined the diff
projects that needed to be developed. This study concluded with the ne .d
for sufficient water to develop agriculture.

The land ready for irrigation in irag constitutes approximately 9 25
million hectares, whereas the land ready for cultivation accounts for a
2.75 million hectares.

The study concluded with certain recommendations, amaong which the
following are mentioned:

bout

1. The establishment of a station and dams to collect water and provide
it for agricultural use.

P

The betterment of irrigation plans

2. A complete change in the methods of use of the land

4. Development of methods that aid in the preservation of water.
Other recommendations are also included, such as the intensification of

scientific researches as well as making the farmers aware of the efficient
use of water.

Irrigation Projects

The following are examples of the irrigation projects being developed in
iraq.

Fai Sadam Project
The Peninsula Irrigation Projects
Abu Gharib Project
Halu-Kuful Project

.kav“!\:'.—“‘

The Strategy Regarding Water Sources and Its Future in irag

The need for water will keep growning. The Dijla River and the Foural River
are essential for the Iragi needs. The growing population will affect the
economy and the job market as well as the use of water by neighboring
states. Turkey also has been involved in establishing dams on the Fourat
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Lructing another dam. Syria also had esta blished

e sharing of information and the cooperation among
sential for the efficient use of the water sources.

River and is currently co
a dam in 13.4 Thus, th
neighboring nations is e

The conclusion emphasizes the following points:

I. The need for carrying cut a comprehensive planning study of the water
sources.

2. Establishment of big dams on the principal rivers.

3. Distribution of water according to the need of projects.
4. Development of the old channels of irrigation

5. Emphasis on rationalization of water use

6. Protection of water guality

.“J

Working toward international agreements with neighboring states on |
the use of water.
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