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Conference on the Water Sources and Their Strategic Importance to the Arab
World

A conferencewas held at the Jordanian University from April 2-4,1989. The
following Arab states participated: Jordan, Egypt, Iraq, Syria, Saudi Arabia,
Lebanon, Sudan, Morocco,North Yemen,Palestine, and Qatar. Different papers
were presented by the participants that assessed the Arab water situation an the
strategic importance ofwater. The Conference ended with:

I. Results and Characteristics of the Arab water situation:

A. Scarcity of water
B. Lack of Quantitative and qualitative information regardingother

sources of water
C. The existence in the Arab world of renewed sources of groundwater.

However, the percentage of renewed sourcecompared with
unrenewed groundwater is small.

D. Lackof experts on water and of research institutions
E. Among themost important water sources in the Arab worldare: the

Nile River, the Fourat River, the Dijla River and the Senegal River,
which flow from outside the Arab world and represent 60% of the total
groundwater sources in the Arab world

F. The common use of Arab watersources can be described as follows:

1. common water between Arab states
2. Common water between Arab and non-Arab states
3. Common water between Arab and non-Arab states and states

hostile to the Arabs

G. Lack of efficient international laws to regulate the common water
sources. There are international customary rules; however these are not
binding.

H. Some of the Arab water sources are subject to exploitation by other,
non-Arab states, in contradiction to international customs.

I. The Arab rights to the Jordan River and its tributary streams as
emphasized by the Arab Technical Commission created by the Arab
countries from 1954-55. This commission included representatives
from Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Egypt. As a result of the
commission's deliberations with the Johnson Group, the following
minimum allocations of water were established:

750 million cubic meters annually for Jordan
132 million cubic meters annually for Syria
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35 million cubic meters annually for Lebanon
25 million cubic meters annually for the Yarmuk section

J. The Conference emphasized the importance of water to Arab security
and called for joint responsibility to take the necessary measures to
protect Arab waters.

K. The Arab countries should stop financing the exploitation by non-Arab
states of headwaters of rivers that flow into Arab countries.

II. What Measures the Arabs Should Take

Basedon the previous results and observations, the Arabs should consider
not only the national interest but also the economic, social and political
interests of those water sources, especially those waters shared with non-
Arab countries. In doing so, the following should be achieved:

A. Emphasis should be placed on the concluding of international
agreements on the sharing of waters with non-Arab and non hostile
countries.

B. Compliance with what had been determined in the 1954-55 conference
as the minimum rights of the Arab states (i.e. the 927 million cubic
meters annually).

C. Providing the necessary capital to execute the Arab water projects.
D. Requesting specialized funds not to support projects in non-Arab

countries that share water with the Arabs unless agreements are
reached as to the sharing of the waters.

E. Creation of a specialized authority within the Arab League to look into
the sharing of waters among member states. Its is the duty of the Arab
world to protect its waters.

III. Strengthening of water studies and information gathering through the
following:

A. Creation of a technical committee of experts representing the Arab
world to study water projects.

B. The establishment of an information bank of the water of the Arab

world to collect detailed information on water sources.

C Working toward efficient means of water control in and financial
support for those counties that are financially and technically poor.

D. Establishing an academic institution to train and carry out water
research

E. The creation of a specialized institute in charge of the nontraditional
sources of water, such as desalination.
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A. The groundwater sources of the Arab world should be subject to
through an detailed studies.

B. Studies regarding the change of climate must be give the same
importance as technical an economic studies.

D. All projects should be subjectto comprehensive studies before their
implementation.

D. Study of the economic and technical importance and the changes in
climate as they affect the transfer of waters from water-rich Arab
countries to the water-poor ones.

The Drafting Commission:
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4, 1989. The following Arab states participated: Jordan, Egypt, Iraq, Syria,
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Different papers were presented by the participants that assessed the Arab
water situation and the strategic importance of water. The Conference
ended with:

I. Results and characteristics of the Arab water situation:

A. Scarcity of water
6. Lack of quantitative and qualitative information regarding other

sources of water

C. The existence in the Arab world of renewed sources of
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compared with unrenewed groundwater is small
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world

F. The common use of Arab water sources can be described as follows:

1. Common water between Arab states

2. Common water between Arab and non-Arab states

3. Common water between Arab and non-Arab states and states

hostile to the Arabs

G. Lack of efficient international laws to regulate the common water-
sources. There are international customary rules; however, these
are not binding
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750 million cubic meters annually for Jordan
132 million cubic meters annually for Syria
35 million cubic meters annually for Lebanon
25 million cubic meters annually for the Vormuk section

The total is 952 million cubic meters annually

J. The Conference emphasized the importance of water to Arab
security and called for joint responsibility to take the
necessary measures to protect Arab waters

K. The Arab countries should stop financing the exploitation by
non-Arab states of headwaters of rivers that flow into Arab

countries

What Measures the Arabs Should Take

Based on the previous results and observations, the Arabs should
consider not only the national interest but also the economic, social,
and political interests of those water sources, especially those
waters shared with non-Arab countries. In doing so, the following
should be achieved:

A. Emphasis should be placed on the concluding of international
agreements on the sharing of waters with non-Arab and nonhostile
countries

B. Compliance with what had been determined in the 1954-55
Conference as the minimum rights of the Arab states (i.e., 927
million cubic meters annually)

C. Providing the necessary capital to execute the Arab water projects
D. Requesting specialized funds not to support projects in non-Arab

countries that share water with the Arabs unless agreements are
reached as to the sharing of the waters

E. Creation of a specialized authority within the Arab League to look
into the sharing of waters among member states. It is the duty of
the Arab world to pi otect its waters



Strengthening of water studies and information gathering through the
following:

A. Creation of a technical committee of experts representing the
Arab world to study water projects

B. The establishment of an information bank for the waters of the

Arab world to collect detailed information on water sources

C. Working toward efficient means of water control in and financial
support for those countries that are financially and technically
poor

D. Establishing an academic institution to train and carry out
water research

E. The creation of a specialized institute in charge of the
nontraditional sources of water, such as desalination

IV. General Measures

A. The groundwater sources of the Arab world should be subject to
thorough and detailed studies

B. Studies regarding the change of climate must be given the same
importance as technical and economic studies

C. All projects should be subject to comprehensive studies before
their implementation

D. Study of the economic and technical importance and the changes
in climate as they affect the transfer of waters from water-rich
Arab countries to the water-poor ones
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