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InLerview with ttater Commissioner
Prof - Oan Zaslavslty August 22, l99l

l - Refused tc' *valut-e the perforrnance c.f his predece=sor Tzsr*ah
Ishai , tuL irrrpl ied that the persr:nal perf*rmance uras nr:t
pr'=fessisnal, c1uit-e poc.r -

2- Ag the brand ner* C.:rrrraissioner (uras appainted on August 19,
I :?9I , had nst yet had the apportuni ty ts rnake any roajc}r
c'perat.i*na1 deci=i*ns in the lrJat-er Cc,rcr*issisner. The (rnly majar
decisi*n lras to cut drastically t"he overall rrrater use; tJte hrunt
cif ths cut. vrag tcl te h*rn hy tl-re agnicultural sect,:r. The t'ai'al
all*cati,crn fc'r l99l is l47Q f'lCl't. the farmers uill rereive 870
P{Cl'l- There rp*uld te ncf, cut-s in the territ-c,ries.
3. Refu=ed to pr*vide f igures fon t-he ,*ater prc.ductisn and usage
in the lrJest Bank and Gaza Strip. It is against the pelicy erf t-l-re
Civil Adroinistration Lc. F,rc'vide this t"ytre sf dat-a, t'*cause c,f
- - - I -- : -. .- - -F,d:=L. llll>lJ=ts5.

4. On t-he rrhcle, thre Cnrnptr'aller's Heport prevides a fair vieur c.f
t-h* hrater prc,hlern= c'f Israel as rrrell as the ghare c.f the past
tJat-er Cc'rnrnissisner in creating tl-re prc,hlerrts- Praf . Zaslavsky
suggested that, the Cerrrptraller's Repcrt shc.uld te used as a hasis
'af any di=rugsicn crf the rerater problerns in Israel . Since his
appuint-ed was so new, he did nst- have any additi'rnal cc,mment"s {}n
t-he prablems af water in Israel , heyond the very detai I
,Jiscussien in the Comptroller's Report,.
5- The maicrr priority of hig administ,ration uould he to resltrre
the aquifers that were degraded in such during the previc.us
J- -- J-.JtsL €IIJI' . Since the restsration sf t-he aquifer is a natisnal
priority, the agricultural sectcrr wauld have to hecc'rrre secondary
in the goals c'f rrrater management. The drastic cut that the ldater
Cc,romissiBner c.rdered a first step torrrardE ir*plementing this
policy.
6- The sverall r*ater planning (needs, goals, et'c. ) are h.ased sn
i,.he I38g Ftaster Plan. Tl-rere wguld he sgr*e msdif icaticrns c,f t"he
as=unptic,ns 'trf the I'la=Ler Plan, becau=s of cha*ging needs due to
iroroigrat ion. Hqwever, at this stage {*.rgust l98B}, the
rnodif icat"ic,ns have nrrt been '*orked aut yet. One of t-he problerng
in the estimating neu needs, and overall planning is the lack af
certainty rrrith regard te the tstal nurrrber sf rrew arrival unt"il
tl-,e year 2OO0
7 - The lelater Csmmissioner er*ressed grave reservat,ions vit"l't
regard to the date used in the traF.er presented by TN at t-he ldsrld
Bank - The F,aF,er rrras related to him ty Yeshua Schr*artz, and af ter
revieioing t-he dat-a Prc,f - Zaslavsky "cc'uld n'et understand the
l*gic in the numbers trr the scurce of the data"- In his cpinicrn,
the data rnade rrtr sense frcrm a professional pc'int ef vi€w, which
lead him t-e speculate that it- r*ag used for "Fc.litical reassns'".


