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Special Report
House Voting Record for 1990-91

By Allan C. Kellum

This voting record includes some of the key
Mideast-related decisions—votes, resolutions
and letters—made by all current U.S.
representatives over the past two years.

What follows is a brief description of each
House decision, along with a chart listing the
voting records of each member on these 14
issues. The number of each description below

to the number in the voting
record key in the chart on the following page.

1. Vote to Cut Foreign Aid, Including $400
Million in Israeli Housing Guarantees

On April 3, 1990, this vote failed by a vote
of 38 yeas to 379 nays. This vote on an
amendment by Rep. Rahall (D-WV) was to
cut all foreign aid portions of the FY 1990
Supplemental Appropriations/Foreign Aid
Bill (H.R. 4404). That portion of the bill in-
cluded $400 million in housing loan guaran-
tees for Israel. Later, the House rejected two
Rep. Traficant (D-OH) amendments—one
for a 5 percent reduction (64-354) and one a
3 percent cut-back (72-346). A Rep. Savage
(D-IL) amendment to cut resettlement funds
for refugees to Israel lost (2-418).

2. Vote for Passage of Aid Including $400
Million in Israeli Loan Guarantees

This vote was for passage of the FY 1990
Supplemental Appropriations/Foreign Aid
Bill (H.R. 4404) which included $400 million
in Israeli housing loan guarantees. On April
3, 1990, this measure passed by a vote of 362
yeas to 59 nays.

3. Vote Declaring Sense That Jerusalem Is
Israel’s Undivided Capital

This vote was for passage of a sense of Con-
gress resolution (H. Con. Res. 290) which de-
clared that Jerusalem is and should remain
Israel’s undivided capital and that all people
and religions should have free and open ac-
cess to it. On April 24, 1990, this measure
passed by a vote of 378 yeas to 34 nays.

4. Vote Opposing Linkage of Iragi and
Israeli Occupations

This vote was for adoption of a concurrent
resolution (H. Con. Res. 382) expressing the
sense of Congress that resolution of the crisis
created by Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait should
not be linked with other Mideast conflicts
(that is, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict). On
Oct. 23, 1990, this measure passed by a vote
of 406 yeas to 5 nays, with 1 present.

5. Vote Giving View that Congress Must
Consent Before U.S. Offensive
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This was the first vote of three that culmi-
nated in the authorization of the use of U.S.
military force against Iraq. This vote was for
the adoption of a concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 32) stating the sense of Congress
that, according to the U.S. Constitution, the
president must gain approval of Congress
before initiating offensive military action
against Iraq. OnJan. 12, 1991, this measure
passed by a vote of 302 yeas to 131 nays.

6. Vote Expressing View that Interna-
tional Sanctions Are Best Used in Iraq

This vote was on a concurrent resolution
(H. Con. Res. 33) which advocated interna-
tional sanctions and diplomatic pressure as
the best means of pressuring Iraq to with-
draw from Kuwait. It also states that the
president must gain the approval of Congress
before launching offensive military action.
On Jan. 12, 1991, this measure failed by a
vote of 183 yeas to 250 nays.

7. Vote Authorizing Use of U.S. Force
Against Iraq

This was for passage of the joint resolution
(H. J. Res. 77) that authorized the use of
U.S. military force against Iraq in order to
force its withdrawal from Kuwait. On Jan.
12, 1991, this measure passed by a vote of
250 yeas to 183 nays.

8. Resolution for U.S. to Pressure Arab
Recognition of Israel

This concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
88) was not brought to a vote. The resolution
states that the U.S. should use all means to
urge Arab countries to recognize Israel, to
end the economic boycott of Israel, and to
end the state of belligerency with Israel.
Congresswomen Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) and
Lowey (D-NY) were the prime sponsors of
this resolution. On March 5, 1991, this
resolution was introduced and garnered at
least 117 sponsors and co-sponsors.

9, Vote to Eliminate $650 Million in
Israeli Aid to Offset Gulf War Cost

This amendment to the FY 1991 Supple-
mental Appropriations for Israeli Aid (H.R.
1281) was sponsored by Congressman
Valentine of North Carolina. It was to elim-
inate the $650 million in aid that was ear-
marked for Israel. These funds were to off-
set costs to Israel that were associated with
the war to force Iraq out of Kuwait. On
March 7, 1991, this measure failed by a vote
of 24 yeas to 397 nays.

10. Letter to Pres. Bush Urging Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia to Recognize Israel

This letter to President George Bush asked
the president to put official recognition of
Israel by the member nations of the Arab
League at the very top of his Middle East
peace agenda. The letter, initiated by New
York Congressman Schumer and Minnesota
Congressman Weber, referred to the Arab
states’ continued official state of war with
Israel as the *‘major stumbling block prevent-
ing true peace.”’ This letter, dated March 13,
1991, was signed by 243 representatives.
11. Vote for Passage of FY 1992 Foreign
Operations Appropriations

This vote was for final passage of the FY
1992 Foreign Operations Appropriations Bill
(H.R. 2621) which provided more than $15
billion in foreign economic and military aid.
Since Israel is the largest and Egypt the sec-
ond largest recipient of foreign aid funds, this
is a ‘‘Mideast vote,”” although those who sup-
ported it may have done so for a variety of
reasons. On June 19, 1991, this bill passed by
a vote of 301 yeas to 102 nays.

12. Vote to Link Aid to Israel With Israeli
Settlement Freeze

This is an amendment by Rep. Bryant of
Texas to block $82.5 million in funds for Is-
rael in the FY 1992-93 Foreign Aid Authori-
zation Bill (H.R. 2508) unless the president
certifies that Israel is no longer funding new
and expanded settlements in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip. On June 19, 1991, this mea-
sure failed by a vote of 44 yeas to 378 nays.

13. Vote to Prohibit Aid to Jordan Unless
Jordan Meets Several Conditions

This vote was the final vote in a series of
four on amendments to place conditions on
U.S. aid to Jordan in the FY 1992-93 Foreign
Aid Authorization Bill (H.R. 2508). This
amendment by Indiana Congressman Burton
prohibits aid to Jordan unless the president
certifies that Jordanian aid is in the national
interest unless Jordan recognizes Israel’s right
to exist, and unless Jordan joins in negotia-
tions with Israel. On June 19, 1991, this mea-
sure passed by a vote of 410 yeas to 4 nays.

14. Vote Commending the Middle East
Peace Conference Participants

This vote passed unanimously. Itis a vote
on a concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
226) presented by Congressman Owens of
Utah to commend all of the Middle East
peace conference participants. On Nov. 21,
1991, this resolution passed unanimously,
426 yeas with no nays.

Allan C. Kellum, founder and for eight years
editor of the Mideast Observer, which is now in-
corporated into this publication, consults and
writes on federal and international development
issues in the national capital area.
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Editor’s Note: Tales the 1990-1991 House Voting Records Tell
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Democrats and 57 are Republicans. Sixty-two of them are from only three states: California (29), Florida (11) and New York (22).
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sent 7 different states, four of them are from Ohio.

A complete Senate voting record for 1990 and 1991, with similar numerical ratings, was presented in the March issue of the
Washington Report. Newmbscrihmmayobhhitbyreqnsﬁngmmehmbsqipdmsbemadcmﬁummch. For subscribers
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Totals of pro-Israel PAC contributions to all candidates for Congress in the 1992 election cycle todate (along with incumbents’
career totals) will be published in the June 1992 issue. It should make interesting reading in conjuction with the charts of congres-
sional voting records. —RHC
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Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode island
South Carolina
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State District Representative Party '

Washington Miller
Swift
Unsoeld
Morrison
Foley
Dicks
McDermott
Chandler
Mollohan
Staggers
Wise
Rahall
Aspin
Klug
Gunderson
Kleczka
Moody
Petri

Obey

Roth
Sensenbrenner
Thomas
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Wyoming

(Advertisement)

Instant Access to Capitol Hill Decisions! ||

Do you know someone who can instantly tell you how any U.S. lawmaker voted on any Mideast issue? If
you have a computer, that someone can be you.

Computerized Mideast Votes 1973-1991
Gain instant access to the key decisions of all current U.S. Senators and Representatives on over 150 Mideast-
related Capitol Hill decisions from 1973 to the present.

The system uses data gathered by Allan Kellum (see the voting record in this issue) and comes ready to use
with VOTE VIEWER XL, a powerful but easy-to-use computer program. VOTE VIEWER XL ($125 list
price) is a product of Kel-Wes Innovations and runs on all DOS-based systems.

Using VOTE VIEWER XL, the voting record is much more dynamic and alive than on the printed page.
You can instantly find any current lawmaker’s record. What is Senator Harkin’s record? View it instantly.

The entire system, including the 18-year span of VES. sd e VOTE VISWER XL Lk s
: . ,» send me with the -
v?t.mg records, TEqUIEes less than 2 megabyws of hard Mideast-related votes. 1 have enclosed payment in the amount of
disk space. VOTE VIEWER XL also lets you speak | payable 1o Kel-Wes Innovations, P.O. Box 9197,

your mind with its built-in Letter Writer. Arlington, VA 22219-0197.

For a limited time, you can receive yourpersona] copy of Price: $45 (355 overseas; VA residents add 4.5% sales tax.)

VOTE VIEWER XL at less than half price. Send your | Name
request and $45 payment to Kel-Wes Innovations post- | Street
marked on or before July 15, 1992. Annual updates avail- | ¢, Shsie Zip

able separately. Diskette size (check one): 0 $.25 inch [ 3.5 inch B
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