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humans for the care of thc

olc ofcreation -human 
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ron-anttuoPoccntric images'

dth its dcep fideliry to thc .

d and political exPression.

rbal u'orship of the Patnar- -

I industrialization. It, must :i

ss, productiviry, and 'ratio-
ideolog,v of limidess exPan-
.human, carlnot susain the .:

- It ii no longer a quesuon

rundl-v religious issue' and '''

ring of life on the Planet to -,'i

:n a placc of Prominence in i
d exclusivelY, or cven Pre-':
restion-

,q1'has to offer an altemative '

ect of mass domination and '
garbage heaP of history- lVe 

'1,

I p"niap"ti"n in it- This is 1;

'Relidon.- lourzat drtc A"t'rtc4n
Uaalptniat Thalog (Philadclptttu

Mkhact\ Cotlcgc in Tomflu' Shc hqs

:t thc UnixcrsitY of Toronto, atd is

rurdt of &c Hol1Tiain-

The Sh**pening Struggle for
Israel's Environmentl

David, B. Broohs a.nd

lweph Sbodut'

r-T-rhe fortieth vear of the State of Israel-l988-looked promising with

L;p;.; hcr enrironment. For the first time, a Ministry of thc Environ-

ment had been established by the govcrnment'

Located at the junctiott oi,f,ttt coll4eats, krael has long bcen viewed-as

lyingathwarttraderoutesandpoliticalinterests.Iaasimilarxeyitstraddles
Jffi..*.-.tose ro thc routhi* Iimit for northern habitats and dosc to thc

northemlimitforsouthernones.Thismeansthather20,0oosguarekilomc-
ters, over half of them arid or semi-arid, constitute an arrrazingly varied lrnd

highly scnsitivc cnvironment with a weatth of landscape and qrccies diversity.

Some 2,600 specics of plant life (13-0 of which are indigenous to

israel), iSO Uitd species,^seventy breeds of mammals and ninety types

of reptiles may bc found in Israel'2

The rapid development of Israel as a modcrn nation aryfuing to Western

standardsias placed e*ueme press,re upon these delicately balanced, vulner-

il;;;#i- e.otogi."t plbl.-t were almost totally ignorcd by the gen-

eration of state-builders who-in the efforr to absorb immigrants, securc

defenses and establish an infrasmrcture-unwittingly desuol'cd unique natu-

ral resources. Spurred by the alarming damage to hallo*'ed and beautifirl

landscapes and it c erident loss of flora and fauna' a dy"lTt environmental

-or'.-.rraarose,culminatinginlg53s'iththecreationoftheSocieryforthe
Protection of Nature in Israel (SPNI)'

rportions of this article wcre prcviously published in David B. BrooLE 'Isracl and the Envi-

ronmcnt: Signs of Progress 
;,-i;""'"*iia w t+ (March-APril' t?Tl' pp'-tfj?'

2.The protection of Nr',uJ-VJues in lsrael-, Israd Ni*rc Bullai4 [II:3 (Summcq

lggf,//575)),p. 5. &c ,f*'i*.pt-Stt"a'r, 'N"nlre irr Isracl-' 'dncl Numbcr 55

(1983), and yeh..a" r.r;rr,-N"1il'oi Uorl i" *tBi&/e (Ne*'Yortc ThcSo*cino Prcss' 198r)'
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