June 29th, 1920.

Dear %r, Imazawa:

I have teen thinking lately a great wmeny times of your great kindness
to me in introducing me to your learned Erofessor, &r. Asoiki, and throw . h
your relations with him, making s request that he should give ne lectures
on ¥ninto, thereby slarting ny serious study of the Shinto religiorn.

I wish to express to you again my avprecistion of all you have
done for we. =inee my return from Japan, I have teen working very hard on
the “hinto Shrines and Festivals. Professor Kuno, professor of Japanese
et the University of California, has teen making some very valuable transg-
lations for me of the Bhinto festivals, from the manuscripts which 1 obw
tained while 1 was in Japam. lirs. Brown worke with Professor Imno and
typewrites the material whiech he gives her. Then the material is turned
over to me and 1 put it in the shape vhich seems to me will make it under-
gtendatle to our Ameriecan people.

I trust that you end your Lfamily are in your usual gooé health.

To my suprise, 4 £ind that I have less material about the Rami Gamo
dinja, than at moai any other shrine. That is, outside of the Aoi festival,
which having seen ftwice, I think I understand. I saw the ceremonies that
took place refowe the Horse lace on June Uth. A little panphletl was diau‘
trituted, which I understood, would explain this in deatil, so I 4id not

\

inguire about it at the time. Thai is such an interesting festivsl, and







the Xami Gamo is sueh an interesting shrine, that I would like %o

understand the reason why the two sides that take part in the Kamo race
go up to the Inner ~hrine, and go through those gestures. There are two
little piles of sand, one on either side. I would like to know why these
piles of sand are there and whut the long stick which they hold in their
hands, represents., In other words, what the real inner (tory of it is.
Mot only what they do, btut why they do it.

On liay 12th according to some material which I have, b “ohei
arquresented at the shrine, I am wondering why there should be five
Gohei, and to what gods these offerings are made.

Is there a sacred Paddy rield telonging to the Kami Gamo shrine?
A

)

A Is there any special dance or other ceremonies connected either
with the festival of April 5rd or June Slst?
| Or the Tsuki Doke sai on llay 3rd? And is there a festival
at @ﬂe\@etaubun? Will you describe these festivals to me? Also please
i L

tel# meathe meaning.

14
A

i \Ebo the UJjiko hold any special festival at the Kuga Jinja on
Hovémber'lst or on April lst, and they have & gpecial festival, what do
they @ot Is there any procession of floats?
I would be greatly obliged dfogou would write me alout these thigs.

Pr@fessor Kuno would be kind enough to translate your letter for me and as
my manugeript is nearly finished, and if it is not too much to ask you, would
yo@tuo it as soon as possible so that it will hot reach me too late to te
inﬁ%;te& in ny work.

\ With kind regards to yourcelf and family, and looking forward to
seei@g you oh my next trip to Japan, I am

Sincerely,

i

ol SRSl wd X
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