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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

ADDRESS AU. COMMUNICATIONS TO 

COMMISSIONER OF FISHERIES 

WASHINGTON, 0. C. 

BUREAU OF FISHERIES 

WASHINGTON 

Subject: Permit to land at Pribilof Islands. 

lll'. Will:i,.,.afu 1. Finley, 
15/Eoudinot Street, 

Princeton, Rew Jersey. 

Dear Tutr. ?inley: 

IN REPLY REFER TO FILE 

February 2, 1926. 17 

Replying to your letter of January 25, 1926, I shall be pleased to 
arrange for a permit authorizing you to land at any of the Pribilof 
Islands at any time in the present year for the purpose of taking still 
and motion pictures. 

The best time for taking photographs of seal life and sealing ac-
tivities is from about the middle of J1Ule 1Ultil the end of July. This time 
would probably be as suitable as any for taking pictures of birds and 
sea lions. .Li'or securing pictures of foxes and other subjects, one time 
would be as good as any other. 

There are four principal islands in the Pribilof Islands group: 
St. Paul, St. George, Otter, and Walrus islands. Eoth St. Paul and St. 
George islands have native villages, and the :Bureau maintains stations 
and personnel on each. The Navy Department maintains a large radio sta-
t ion on St. Paul Island. These two islands are the scene of the sealing 
activities. The Otter Island is a small island about seven miles from 
St. Paul Island. It is uninhabited and no seals land there. ~alrus 

Island is famous as a bird resort. It is located a few miles off st. 
Paul Island and can be reached by a small boat from the latter island 
when weather conditions are favorable. 

The :Bureau would arrange for quartering you comfortably both on St. 
Paul and St. George Islands. The best views of fox life would probably 
be obtained on St. George Island. 

You state in your letter that you are planning to go to Alaska this 
coming summer, but you do not state from what point in Alaska you would 
take departure for the Pribilof Islands. Possibly you would proceed 
from Seward to Unalaska by regular mail boat. From Unalaska the :Bureau 
would arrange transportation for you to the Pribilof Islands on one of 
its own vessels, the power schooner Eider. Opportunity might also arise 
for transportation between Unalaska and the Pribilofs on a Coast Guard 
cutter. ~hese vessels, being larger, would be somewhat more comfortable 
than the Zider. 



f . 
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Another possible way for you to get to the Pribilof Islands is on the vessel 
which will take the annual shipment of supplies from Seattle. It is hoped that 
the Secretary of the Havy will detail a vessel for this purpose as has been done 
for sever~l seasons past. The U. s. ~ . Vega did the work last year. In the 
course of a few weeks we should have definite information as to whether the sup-
ply ship will be going north at a time convenient to you. We shall advise you 
further in due time. 

While on your trip to the Bering Sea region it is possible that desirable 
pictures might be secured at some of the Aleutian Islands, includ.ing t he famous 
J3ogoslof group. Vlhether or not these pictures would be worth the expenditure 
of time nece ssary to obtain them might depend on the transportation facilities 
which happen to be available. 

Ve ry truly yours, 

BDA-IFC 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

BUREAU OF FISHERIES 

WASHINGTON 
IN REPLY REFER TO FILE ADDRESS AU COMMUNICATIONS TO 

COMMISSIONER OF FISHERIES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

February 13, 1926. 17 

Subject: ... .-ermit to land at Pribilof Islands. 

I'.r . 7illiam L. Finley, 
15 =oudinot Street, 

Princeton, Yew .Jersey. 

Dear :.:r. Finley: 

There is enclosed herewith Permit No . 153, dated ?ebru.ary 9, 1926, . 
authorizing you to land at the Pribilof Islands, Alaska, in the year 

1926 . 

Very truly yours, 

Enclosure . 

®-~-IFC 



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

BUREAU OF FISHERIES 

WASHINGTON 
IN REPLY REFER .TO FILE ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

COMMISSIONER OF FISHERIES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

:;'ebruary 19, 1926 . 17 

Subject: Supply vessel for Pribilof Islands . 

=.=r . ·.rill ia,m L . Finley , 
15 Boudinot 3treet , 

:;:rinceton, rew Jersey • 

.Dear :.:r . Finley: 

3.eplying to your letter of February 18, 1926, in regard to the time 

v1hen tne supply vessel will leave Seattle for the Pribilof Islands , I 

regret that we have no information other than that the r:avy will have 

ave,ilable either the Siri_:is in =.:ay or the Vega in Au5ust . Just as soon 

as any further information is available that will be of service to you 

in making your plans I will write further . 

Very truly yours, 

Commissioner . 

lIDA- IFC 
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