


A Century Farm, as certified by the
regon-Historical Society, must have

‘Owners seeking Century Farm status:
must show written proof of past own-
ership, list all family members born on"
the property and fill out countless

forms before certification is given.

“But it's worth. it,” 'says Mrs. Emily
. Koellermeier, who with her husband
.- Chester applied for and received Cen-
tury Farm status this year.
Thefollowing is a brief history of/the
Koellermeier farm and other local
-farms’ certified this year.

‘Koellermeier Farm 1876-1976

" Friedérich and Sophia Koellermier

. tameto.Oregon from Germany. In Jan-
- uary 1876 they ‘purchased 80 acres of
" land from Ambrose R. Cyrus. Cyrus
..had homesteaded the land and his orig-

*" inal abstract (deed) was signed by Pres:-
ident Grant. . '

The Kogllermeiers paid $1,100 for the:
-property, which lies east of Paters
Road, between Advance and Johnson
Roads. Chester Koellermeier, Frie-
derich’s grandson, and his wife Emily,
still own 30 acres of the original farm,
‘where they grow grain crops.

Their home lies a quarter mile north
of the old homestead site. “All of 1he
old buildings are gone now,” says
Emily, “but they did use some of the
old timbers to build this house.”

Two years: after settling here, Frie-
derich helped build Meridian (Frog-
. area at that time were muddy ‘and

deeply rutted by wagon wheels. When
Chester was a young boy many’s the
time rural mail carrier, “Chet”, with his
two-horse buggy, couldn’t make- it up
the Peters Road hill. Koellermeiers
would come to the rescue with spare
horses. : ;

“The children all. went to the Ad-
vance School in those days. It was a
fittle red building near the corner of

- Advance and River Roads,” remembers
Emily. “They were taught German
since a lot of families still spoke it at
home. As a young bride I wouild go to
church (Frogpond) by buggy and the
service was half German, half English.”

Elligsen Farms 1877-1976
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“Gecrge “Elligsen’s ‘gra

and his Wife'ghirley now live in the
house by the familiar sign. They are
unsure when the house was built, but
Ralph’s: father, William, was born there
inl

The barn, built in 1905, is an excel-
lent exé:mple of the pride in workman-
ship of those days. All the lumber was

“cut at the farm and some trees were
four or five fect is diameter. One main
-~ support beam, «it least 14 iniches square,

spans 60 feet without a joint. Founda- '

fion walls, 22 in ches thick, were hand-
built with native rock: The laborer was-
paicl:$1.50 a day for his efforts.

. The Elligsens'still farm the original
80 acres, givzn "0 Ralph’s grandfather.
Registered Angus cattle and Romney
sheep are the mainstay of the farm
today.

That difficul: curve in the road was’
always there, biit Ralph points out that
horse buggies didn’t have the speed
problem of toclay’s cars.

+ Also receiving a Century Farm’ cer-
tificate this yee'r are Edward and Meta
Elligsen, 23765 8.W. 65th Ave., Tual.:-
tin, who-ovn- another portion of the
George Elligise1 property “on. Frobase
Road, There aie'no buildings on this
acreage, but close by stands the origzi-

_ nal Papenber g home. Situated on prop-

- erty owned by Mrs. Maude Elligsen, tire
home is not included in this years Cei1-
tury Farm list. d

A short dis t'anceaaﬂy;%n the cemiz<-

_tery he.dona‘ed to his church, (Frog-
" pond), lies Goeorge Papenberg. Buried
alongside Lim is his sister Louise.

Schaber Bros. Farm 1875-1975

The first t me Matthew Athey saw
the Oregon Territory was in 1850, when
he came west ‘rom Virginia with a sur-
vey tveam. He returned in 1875 by
wagon, bringing his wife and family
and fil ~d a Donation Land Claim of 160

ndson, Ralph

.the hop. busiaess, .the.

to" Mrs. Cumber:
going on the muddy roads.
A nephew of Mrs. Cumberland, Alton.
Aden, is the present owner of the prop-
erty. Another nephew, Emery Aden of-
W ilsonville, preserves memories of the
farm and the Wilsonville area  with- &
co lection of early photographs.

Crisell' Farm 1868-1976¢

Mrs. Cumberland, but was hard’

i

Settling on the south bark of the !
Willamette River, west of Boones
Ferry, William A, Crisell used the
sieamboats for his produce and farm .
lahor. :

Hop pickers would ride the b oats out "
from Portland to Crisell's I.anding;
spend the day in the fields picking .
hops, then return to Portland at night
along with the farm produce. Mrs. Cri- -
sell, as was the custom, would cook a
full meal for all the workers a t midday.

The farm of some 200 acres was pur-
chased in 1863, with early recor_ds“‘-
showing the name Crisell spelled Cris-

well.

A barn, still st éﬁding. was built in
1896 and the current residence was |
completed in-1915. . .

Elmer Crisel ;¢ randson of William, |
g\d his wi{e ‘u§ Isie, 1 argx ﬂ;@ rfmainh?s
acres of the: property. No longer in |
' ..t Crisells ow

grow wheat a nd clover.

These farn:s, along with 61 others
certified this yrear,-will be honored at
the Oregon ,tate Fair, Tuesday, Aug.
31, at 2 p.m. Duing the event, arranged
by the Oregon Historical Society and
the Department «f Agriculture, owners )
will be presentec! with a parchment cer- N
tificate in the 1iame of the ancestor *
who settled rhe farm. .

lligsen.




