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Same families worked

farms for TOO years or
these

longer
By GUS AUGUST
Democrat-Herald Writer

Six Linn County farms were added in
1985 to the more' than 800 Century
Farms in Oregon.

As the.name suggests, thedesignation
recognizes farms that,have been work
ed by the same family for 100 years or
more, explained.Thomas Vaughan, ex
ecutive director of the Oregon
HistoricalSociety.

The honors-have been granted every
five years since 1958, with the next
presentations" to be made in 1990;,
Vaughan said.

Linn's six new Century Farms cover
themid-valley from thenorth boundary
of thecounty tosouth ofHalsey.

A variety of crops and livestock is
grown on the farms, from'grass seed to
row crops to cattle.

Most have long since lost • their
original buildings — to the elements,
fire or demolition.

Possibly, the largest original building
leftis thebarnontheRobert andPhyllis

^Davidson farm, 28998 Highway 99E, two
miles south of Shedd.

The barn was built with wooden pegs
instead ofnails, anditsoriginal hayfork

.still hangs in the loft,' said Mrs.
Davidson.

;••: She said the barn has been in con
tinuous use but has been changed from
time to time. '

"We took out some horse stalls, so
now it's onebigroom, but it still houses
horses," Mrs. Davidsonsaid.

Thurston Davidson, Robert's,grand-'
father/founded thefarm in1852, staking
claim toa section or one squaremile of
land.

The farm now covers 210 acres, Mrs.
Davidson said.

It abutsanother Century Farm, settl
ed by Henry Davidson, Thurston's,
father.

Jeffrey H. Davidson, 27930 Dannen
Road, Halsey, son of Robert and
Phyllis, nowworks both farms.

"Henry staked claim to the land due
west of us, including Muddy Creek,"
Mrs. Davidson said. "Theriwhile he was
away,, someone moved the claim stake
away from the creek.''

.Phyllis Davidson said that she and;;
Robert lived in the originalhouse until

Phyllis Paviclson '
Farrrj covers 210 acres

,1954, when it became beyond repair and:
•was torn down: A hewhousewas builtin'
its.place.

She said that mainly grass seed is
grown on the farm now".

:. "Robert hasTived'on thefarm all hi&
life except for. the.time he spent in.the
Army in/World War II," she said.
-Mrs. Davidson was born in Har-

risburg, but her parents moved to
Halsey where they ran the Hill and
Company hardware store.

She and Robert both attended school:
at Halsey. They.were married in 1943,

According to Mrs. Davidson, they all
enjoyed a peaceful and normal farm
existence.

"I remember Claude and Lura\
(Robert*s parents),saying they would
milk cows until they were-out of debt,;
which; they Idid: Then they sold the:
cows,",she added,

"However, we always nadone or two
cows to furnish milk for the household,"
Mrs. Davidson isaid;
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Another new Century Farm in
'area is run,by Mr.,andJMtf^W^yij
•Smith, 28003 Creek Bend Road, Hal
Thearea is westof Halsey north
James RiverCorp. paper mill.

"Although the date says that Thar
Fleming Smith founded the fan
1875, it actually was in 185C
Smith said.

Part of the land was given to n
Oregon Electric Railroad and t!:
tracks run very near the hou:
Smith said

She saidtheonly original buildings o
the farm are a smoke house an
possibly a ban,

"1 know the barn is at least .100 yeai
old," Mrs, Smith said. Roth buildiif|
are-now used for stoi a,-

"The original house burned in aboi
1934, Theonlythingwesaved was an ol
trunk," Mrs, Smith said. "The fir
destroyed an old hand-made clock <
which wewere very proud,"

They now grower
wheal

Mrs. Smith said the line of suceessid
'Tor the,farm;was from Thomas to Nat
Smith, Wayne's father, to Wa

"Thomas Smith served in the Orogo
Legislatureand led wagon trains ac.ra
the Oregon Trail," Mrs. Smitl

Thenew Century Farm farthest norfc
in Linn County is" owned by Clare an
Norma D. Henness, > >Schw
Road, Lyons

< "Although we have a Lyons addresl
the farm is just across the Santiar
River from Gates, about seven mile
from Lyons," Henness sail

The farm has had no origins
buildings since thehouse burned ial94j

'T was born and have lived on lb
farm all my life," Henness said.

He has owned the Henness Loggin
Co. for thepast 16 yearsand raisescai
tie and hay onhis farm,

Thomas J. Henness, his greatgranc
father, founded the farm m 1864 .an
gave part of the land to his son, L,l
Henness. Glenn Henness. Clare;
father, inherited it from L.T., and im
Glare is runningthe;place

The Century Farm closest to Alban
is Hoefer Farms, owned bv Dona an


