
CFR 0062 

Mr. Russel B. Herndon 



APPLICATION FOR CENTURY FARM HONORS 

Deadline for filing applications - May 1, 198'( 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT: 

Your name (Mr., Mrs., Ms.)~___.w~1r&....&.·--=R~u~s~· ~s~e~L--..B~._....H~e~r~n~d=.¥o_n.__ ____ ~-------------~ 

Your address: ______ ~~9~7~0 __ 2_.;..N_i_c_e_w_o __ o_d __ D_r_1_·v_.;..e~,~H~a-l_s~e~y~,---O~r~e~g.....,;;.o~n;.____.9~7~3~4~8~------Street, Route, or Box Town Zip 
Location of Farm: ____ _.;;..;;H~a~l~s~e;;;...i..y ___________________________ L __ i _n_n_1 ________ ~----~ 

Address County 
To qualify as a Century Farm, a farm must have not less than 10 acres with a gross income from farm use of not less than $500 per year for three out of the five years immediately preceding application for Century Farm Honors. Does you 
farm meet this qualification? __ ~y~e_s~----~ 

Name of family member who was founder or original owner of farm ---------
.Mart i n C'ummings -- whose adopted son is Russel Herndon 

Who farms the land today?~--~g~r~aun~d~s~a~n~-T~o~m~m~y~B~~H~e~r~n~d~o~n---------------~ 
What relation are you to original owner? (I _ Ed j th Hernd on, a m daughter- j n-1.aw) 
Are any of the original buildings still in use? 

-----u.w.-----------------------~ 
If you know crops or livestock raised on farm one hundred years ago please list: 

Cattle and h ogs , and wheat , oats & vetch 

What do you raise on farm today?__,g~r __ a_s_s __ s_e __ e_d_s ________________________________ _ 

How many generations live on farm today (Names)?_T_w __ o _____ P_a~r_e_n_t_s_._, __ R_u_s_s __ e_l __ ~ 
and Edith Herndon , and son , Tommy 

How many times as the original farm been divided? Has been adde d t o - - not d; vided 
Do you declare that the statements made above are accurate and correct to the best 
of your knowledge ? Yes 
FP.turn f nl'.'ID to~ 

OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
1230 S.W. PARK AVE. 
PORTLAND, OR~GO <17?.05 



APPLICATION FOR CENTURY FARM HONORS 

Deadline for filing application - May 1, 1990 

Please type or print: 

Your name (Mr .~!Ill~,~) I Russel B. Herndon 
--- 29702 Nicewood Drive 

Halsey, Oregon 97348 
Your address 

Street, Route, or Box . City 
· 129702 Nicewood Drive /f »!J/es , / / Location of Farm_Halsey, Oregon 97348 We.sf 0 fH111lsJ?~ L/?tz( 

Address ) County 

ZIP Code 

To qualify as a Century Farm, a farm must have no fewer than 10 acres with a 
gross income from farm use of not less than $500 per year for three out of 
the five years immediately preceding application for Century Farm honors. 
Does your farm meet this qualification? j ~ s 

Name of family member who was founder or original owner of farm -------

Founder gained ownership of farm in (Year) 1<;11 
Founder came to Oregon from ~')f[1nin96 J Were_ 

~ ( 
Who farms the land today? ~5 se I ;/e.rn. dc.YI s 

ATTACH VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION. 
(see rule 9) 

b"r>1. t r:q r"sd i --rt. Or-~n) 

son/ t::mr '? deYn.don_ 
Relationship to original owner~_,,,__,.Q~r_a____.71--'---'c/'--"5..___o~·n...._ ______________ _ 

Cy 
Are any of the original buildings still in use? _ ___._Z~[~D'--_ If so, which ones? 

If you know crops or livestock raised on farm one hundred years ago, please list: 

earn uM P«lj + Ii v e,,; :s lo<J.Jk 

What do you raise on the farm today? C/rC(S.5 seed 5 
C' 

How many generations live on the farm today? 0 11.,L Please list names: 

EJ,·.f.h_, ,,_ 4s5e / ;lerrv.fo n 
Do you declare that the statements made above are accurate and correct to the 
best of your knowledge? \J{{;5 - ...... ,,....._.....-=------

PLEASE RETURN FORM TO: 

Century Farm Program 
Oregon Historical Society 
1230 S.W. Park Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97205 



STATEMENT FORM 

I, ~~~~~u~s~s~~~'~~~~·~~~~e~r~n~d~~~~~·~~' hereby affirm T (print name) ~ -... 

and declare that the farm which I own at ~C/11Jf2 t/rQ.e.uJn od dv,tl/~ 
(full address) / 

County, 

shall have been owned by my family as specified in Rule 2 of the 

RULES FOR 1990 CENTURY FARM PROGRAM for at least one hundred years by 

no later than December 31, 1990. 

- - - - - - Acknowledgement (for use of Notary Public) - - - - - -

STATE OF OREGON 

County .of __ L_1~·n~n _________ _ 

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this 6th day of June 

19 88 , before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for 

said County and State, personally appeared the within named 

Russel B Herndon 

known to me to be the identical individual described in and who 

executed the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he ----

executed the same freely and voluntarily. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed my official 
seal the day and year last above written. 

July 9, 1990 



April 11 , . 1985 

Sir, 

Thank you for your let~er of inquiry concerning our "century farm". We wou.ld appreciate your expertise. 
Rus s el B. Herndon has lived on this farm for 70 years, since he was adopted by Martin and Perle Cummings, at age 5. 
The family records show that Martin Cummings was "given 200 acres, at his birth, September 24, 1880, 
upon being named MARTIN, after Martin (and Mary) Costel.Lo" who owned tne land. 

We do have photo-copies from the Linn County Court House . However, the probated Costello documents are dated 1887. Upon reading the many pages, it becomes very apparent tnat the 200 acres , and the description thereof, were set aside and apart from al.1. other Costello real and personal property, for MARTIN cm _INGS. (Woul.d the age of accountability enter into this?) 

Martin Cummings purchased more acres. (As he lived and farmed.) 
Russel Herndon , the adopted son, has farmed those acres until his retirement two years ago . 

At present, our son, Tommy R. Herndon is doing the farming and has added another 50 acres . He will inherit the farm. 
We have tried to keep the original. appearance, and thru' three generations take great pride in our farm. The crops are changing from corn, wheat and livestock, to grass seeds. 

We wil~ be happy to send you tne photo-copied legal documents. Also, answer further questions, as we would like to complete this 'bit of history ' while we are able. 

Sincere.Ly, 

7 1( 
Russle B. Herndon 
~9702 Nicewood Drive 
Halsey, Oregon 97348 
Phone 369-£:'530 



April 30, 1985 

Mr. and Mrs. Russel B. Herndon 
29702 icewood Drive 
Halsey, Oregon 97348 

Dear Mr. nd Mrs. Herndon: 

Thank you for sending your application for ~e Dentury 
Farm Program and the accompanying documents. 

I have shown all of your materials to Elizabeth Buehler, 
our Field Historian, and we have to conclude on the basis 
of what you have sent that your farm will be qualified as 
a century farm in 1987, but is not qualified this year. 
We hope you will reapply for the 1990 award periodi the forms 
are not yet available but we will send them to you as soon 
as they are. 

The basic problem is that since it was apparently legallyp 
necessary for ary Jane Costello to will tbe 200 acres to 
1artin Cummins upon her de th in 1887, the land must not 
have been legallyiin his possession prior to that time. 
Even if the land was ilerbally promised to 1artin upo his 
birth it did not become legally his property until Mrs. 
Costello's death. 

If we can clarify this for you or ppovide adrlitional assistance, 
please let us know. 'le do appreciate your interest in the 
Century Farm Program and very much hope you will apply in 1990. 

Thank you also for sending the inter sting photo (returned 
herewith) of r. and Mrs. Costello. Our photographic 
archives librarian is always happy to receive old photos 
of histocical significance, and we hope you will consider 
donating yours when you eeapply. Many thanks! 

Sincerely, 

Charles F. Wellman 
Coordinator, Century F rm Program 



C F/2 

oregon Historical SOCIETY 
1230 S.W. PARK AVENUE, PORTLAND, OREGON 97205 
503 I 222-1741 

November 30, 1989 

Mr. & Mrs. Russel B. Herndon 
29702 Nicewood Drive 
Halsey, OR 97348 

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Herndon: 

CABLE I HISTORE 

5' ~e- If K'5~ 
Re~r&;jd<' 

1 
t 

Thank you very much for your note concerning the Century 
Farm Program. I was additionally pleased to learn of your 
association with the Linn County Historical Society who 
appreciate your interest and support. 

According to my records, your application for the MARTIN 
CUMMINGS FARM was received in good order and was 
acknowledged on June 22, 1988. Your application will not 
require any further information as you have already provided 
sufficient documentation to qualify for Century Farm Honors. 
Please accept our congratulations! 

The presentation of Century Farm certificates will be during 
the summer and fall of 1990 and will be coordinated with a 
Linn County Historical Society meeting. I'll notify you as 
soon as I can arrange such an event. 

The supplier of the metal Century Farm sign is-

Traffic Safety Supply Company 
2324 s. E. Umatilla 
Portland, OR 97202 

Telephone 235-8531 

I just checked on the price, which is still $60.00. 

Please don't hesitate to call or drop a note if you need any 
further information. 

Sincerely, 

Ron Brentano 
Coordinator, CENTURY FARM PROGRAM 

oo&z... 

focurporating The Batticsbip Orq1rm Mmwm, NunlJWcst. Cm1SC11Jf1tirm Ccntci·, Ore.rrm1 Geo,.qrnpi1u N ames Board, urtl1 Pac~fic Studies C nztn·, Orc._1Trm Lewis and C lark Heritage Fo1ttuiatimi 





Russel B. Herndon 
29702 Nicewood Drive 
Halsey, Oregon 9--·--

CLAIM CHECK 
NO 

6681.54 
OHOLD 

DATE 

- lST NOTICE 

2ND NOTICE 

RETURN 

Detached from 
PS Form 384~A 
Oct. 1980 

cP 

&-r~~~~x 
I :Z 3 CJ 7~ 

O/( 



OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

June 22, 1988 

Again, 
in the 
please 

. 'k1a-;enta ...... nJC...o,,,,._,,,_ 

and parti.cipa tl.o~ · 
have any questions~ 

Coordinator, Century Farm Program 

With which are now incorporated The Battleship Oregon Museum, North Pacific ~Irkutski Archival Research Group, 
'.'l'orthwest Conservation Center, Oregon Geographic Names Board, Oregon Lmdmarks Committee. 

Oregon Lewis and Clark Heritage Foundation 



.i; .ov. 29, 1989 

Sirs, 

~he year 1990 is soon upon us, and this is 

the year we have ascertained RUSSEL HERNDON would 

be presented a CENTURY FARM award . 

We have correspondence from you, stating this, 

and believe all legal acknowledgements are in order. 

The documentation of ownership as recorded in 

the Linn County Court House is 1887. However, 

we understand the award is given only every five years. 

We would appreciate your reply, and any information 

we might need. (Aiso, where does one acquire the 

metal logo sign?) We often attend Linn County 

Kistorical meetings and know many of the officers. 

Russel B. Herndon 
29702 Nicewood Drive 
Halsey, Oregon 97348 
Phone 369 ~530 






