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To qualify as a Century Farm a farm must have not less than 10 acres with
a gross income from farm use of not less than $500 per year for three out

of the five years immediately preceding application for Century Farm honors.

APPLICATION FOR CENTURY FARM HONORS--1976 y a
(Rules Attached)
Deadline for filing .application: July 1, 1976

PLEASE PRINT
Your name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) H oW a V’/(L T@l'; N f]a ty 71(5 Y7
I

Your address: Route | DBox &5 P-O-—Box Town P a Ke r
Location of farm: ?c dahohTai Rc:ﬁi avd  Brown Lanc Baker

(Address) (County)
Acres in your farm today: . 20 A Acres in original farm: (X&)
Does your farm comply with the definition at top of page? U e S

Name of family member who was founder or original owner of farm (please print):

Willia m__ Drown
Year founder settled on farm? (3¢ Where did he come from? /, .. Zrcland
How many families have farmed this land? /)a =

Are any of original buildings still in use? [Yo

Who farms land today? You? <, A renter? A manager? Other?

If you own the farm but live in town, do you manage the farming operation? o

What relation are you to the original owner? G r eal - S ravdsen
p

If you know crops or livestock raised on farm 100 years ago, please list

Hrpv\r c7 CAn,  Coa Hle ngrb£717 decse,
I

What do you raise on farm today? (>vaijy | \/\;w, P asTuve
o ot

How many generations live on the farm today? (Names) .7/~ ., .o

i é'l/_,f‘*) QO & I’\C.'A‘?’I/LL}

- . ] ” &} ) . c ) )
LT isused os Cplend. Hewk bj leyten [luee cnland adipin ng ¢ Ly
Ny ' ! 4 d

Neve: oo A . . .

Has the farm ever been rented? How many times has original farm been d1v1ded?¢_#§
%/L/""- E— 2

Please list on separate page attached other historical facts you know about this farm.

Do you declare that the statements made above are accurate and correct to the best of
your knowledge? e S

, )
Mail to: Oregon Dept. of Agriculture - %/ /) e
Agriculture Bldg., Salem, OR 97310 (\«Qf?;:/’jﬂafff/[/ I //;/5:

(Signature of ownér)
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Page 2 - 1976 Century Farm Application

N : 7 -
Submitted by i RN M.. E jaan< — —,\Ce v Howa vd | Eq ton @ hd !\‘J <
(Name and Address) |

Hather - Jehn fzw‘fcﬂ,

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The Century Ranch was purchased by William Brown from John McLain and wife A,
M. Mclain year 1867, He farmed it until his death at which time he deeded160 A
to his daughter Mrs, Abbie Brown Payton, maternal ancester of Howard Payton,
The ranch has been in the Payton ever since.. It was divided at the time of Mrs
Abbie Brown Payton death ,Thirty Acres, then, was biven to Jojn Payton who has
turned it to Howard J,Payton(his son) who is farming it now., Howard married g{
Sandra Colton, They have four children. These children can trace their
ancestryto four Centennial Pioneer families of Baker County:David Love, Wnm,
Brown, William F. Payton, Alonzo Long and Cdlton.Note: Referto Centennial Pioneer
Families of Baker County-- 1975 by RuthH. Evans

Centennial History of Oregon Vol 3 page 900-03

The Payton family has been a prominent family in BakerCounty and the State
of Oregon.William Payton, the paternal ancestor of Howard Payton,
William Paytonj;s son Prof., John Payton was active in education of Baker Co-

unty.Refer to:Histéry of Baker, Grant, Malheur an Harne‘} Counties, 1902
by Western Publishing Company.



Form A - Century Farm Program

Oregon Department of Agriculture
Oregon Historical Society

CERTIFICATION OF OWNERSHIP OF CENTURY FARM

I hereby certify that the farm for which Howard J. Payton
(Owner's name and address)

Rt. 1 Box 165 Baker, Oregon

is applylng for Century Farm Honors, has been in his family continuously for

‘f 1
'\\\"\i\{ _Lh‘t}' ‘

100~§§£hore years
1v oo 3

Anita C. Johnson

- County Gommisst+orer=Recorder

By /
4[/4/)/;\/
June 14, 1976 C;”Z Deputf

(Date)




Jentinued from page M
sure that’s true any more:”” .

~ Son Howard says he knows it isn’t
{rue. “Buy land today+and earn back
your investment? Uh-huh. 1t won’t
work.

““T'he only way a small farmer can
make it today is if-he’s had his place
-passed’ down (o him, or bought it a
long time ago.”’

i S

Howard says corporate farms are
strong and turning a profit — ‘“‘you see
a lot more of them in the Umatilla
area than around here.”

But, he says, there are too many of
{he oft-mentioned 1middle men be-
{ween farmer and consumer for small
farmers to earn the profits they are
frequently believed to make.

Howard explains he: thinks n
consumers, '
market prices; label
profit makers. .= :

Does he see the profit situation evzer
forcing him Lo leave the farm?

«1 really don’t want to leave, ancl 1
don’t 'think it would ever come to
that.” he says, “but I don’t want 1.0
see my sons go into it. It’s good here,
but there are better opportunities.”

Listening to Howard discuss his lif'e
on a Wingville farm, il’s easy io think
{hat perhaps it’s a life so ingrained
that he overlooks the benefitsiobvious
{o outsiders. &

He considers his hired hand, for
example, and says he ‘“‘can’t un-
derstand why in the world he, with a
master’s degree in psychology, wants
{0 do this kind of work. Andhe went {o
Harvard!” ‘ ;

Howard’s wife Sandara grew up on
a Baker Valley farm and is keenly
aware of rural benefits.

«J’s comfortable on this farm, and
1 like being able Lo raise my children
hére,”’ she says.

I wouldn’t want them to grow up in

farmers high

gulping over super- 1

-easy

self.” s ;

he family farm began when Irish
emigrant william Brown, John
Payton’s grandfather, bought the
land from John McClain around 1964.

In ils early days the farm was 160
acres, but through succeeding
generations it has grown to 220 acres
devoted to cattle, grain andhay.

The farm is now 0 ed by Howard,
his cousin and an uncle. It qualifies as
an Oregon Century Farm, a registry
of farms in the state {hat are at least *
100 years old.

Though the original farm house has
been replaced by a mobile home, and
(here are few old buildings on the
property, some aging machinery 18
reminiscent of days past.

And when John Payton sits in his
chair and quips, “This is a
million-dollar chair; T've lost that
much frorn sitlin’ in it too much,” it’s
a bit hard (.0 believe him.

‘A farm doesn’t survive more than
100 years if any of those caring for it
do too much sittin’.
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