CFR 0696

Stuart and Margaret Lawrence



To qualify as a Century Farm a farm must have not less than 10 acres with
a gross income from farm use of not less than $500 per year for three out
of the five years immediately preceding application for Century Farm honors.

APPLICATION FOR CENTURY FARM HONORS--1976
(Rules Attached)
Deadline for filing application: July 1, 1976

PLEASE PRINT

Your name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) \_CTua r‘T ahcl Ma rqarel Lawrenc e

r

Your address: Route 4 P=6. Box 9925 Town ?oscbura
g7 777
Location of farm: “ResTon Read RouTe 4 Box 995 Do uglas
(Address) (County)
Acres in your farm today: / 45 Acres in original farm: 32

Does your farm comply with the definition at top of page? ve o
4
Name of family member who was founder or original owner of farm (please print):

RoberT M. and ElizabeTh Gurney

Year founder settled on farm? /1853 Where did he come from? (O Hi¢

How many families have farmed this land? I genervaTl rons

Are any of original buildings still in use? Up unTi! 1975 -Buil T 1872

Who farms land today? You? yes A renter? A manager? Other?

If you own the farm but live in town, do you manage the farming operation? Live here

What relation are you to the original owner? qgGiréeal- Greal Grand daughler
~ [ v 7

If you know crops or livestock raised on farm 100 years ago, please list CaqT7/e,

oxen, WheaT, Ools, Chickens, ducks, geese, Tuvrkeys, Fivsl Saw miil

. - , gy
in TerriTorv. Also Oheep
i f

What do you raise on farm today? (OaTs. Ca77/e.

How many generations live on the farm today? (Names) 7,0 generdal ions
4

MargareT bawrence and Son., Richaed Lawrence

Has the farm ever been rented?_ />  How many times has original farm been divided?

Please list on separate page attached other historical facts you know about this farm.

Do you declare that the statements made above are accurate and correct to the best of
your knowledge? Ve s
7

Mail to: Oregon Dept. of Agriculture

Agriculture Bldg., Salem, OR 97310 M@?MM__‘
(Signadture of owner)

&



Page 2 - 1976 Century Farm Application

submitted by STuarT and Margarel Lawrence

. (Name and Address) - , ‘ o
’RO”I € 4 30)( TIH - ?@STZJH Pach] )\osebwg) O‘regon G747S

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

A Tfac/zéql




Form A - Century Farm Program

Oregon Department of Agriculture
Oregon Historical Society

CERTIFICATION OF OWNERSHIP OF CENTURY FARM

I hereby certify that the farm for which Stuart & Margaret Lawrence
(Owner's name and address)

/ghoe 4 Box 9295 - Resion Read

is applying for Century Farm Honors, has been in his family continuously for

100 or more years.

Doris L. Wadsworth, County Clerk

* Gounty_CommissieﬂéﬁyRgéggaég( :

6-30-76
(Date)

*Please strike office not applicable

f



RI8T0N HIsTRoY

2obert ilartia Gurney was, as far as Knowm, the firgt viiite man to entor the
1ittls valley of vhat is knovr today as Zeston. Lre Guriey was born August 2,
1213 in Chlo. Imter he was bondsd out +o a minister, but did not stay with hin
longz. o succeadsd in making his oun way from then on. Ho married Zlizabeth
Anthony, cousin of Susan . Anthony, who was born in Chio in 1822. lr. and Hro.
Gurney lived in Dubugue, Chio, afier they were married,

Gurney sterted with an enizrant irain from Ohio to California at the time
coalng to the UWest in search of zold. While on %he
srant tralan and decided to chanze his courss and come by way o? tho old
'r‘ll instead of by the California rouies Obther pionser families of Douglas
Ly couing %o Oregon with this same enigront pariy were: The leluire's of

-

i
7iliianmdor Lookinzzlass Se and ticCullouzhs of Clalla,

Ure Curney was not in search of farn*ag land, He h
tioser in the Eest abt one 2ime, and was also in search o
2im to this part of Orojon, arriving here in 1853, I3 i
he was on the waye. He settladin a litile valley near ths oast Range lounhailuo,
(later named - ccton) for a period of five years, in order %o sot a title %o tho
donation clain of 320 acres, which hs purchased from the Umpaua Indians, e
Gurnay is sald %o have gotten alon: very well with the Umpauas, wvho were a
peacelul, frisndly iribvs who harmed no onc.

4 been interested iz
timber whlch brou;shd

not known Jjust how long

(2B T

Cv

J o

Hre Gurney constructed a log cabia of eizht inch logs notched to £it torsthers
The cabin had one door and a window. ‘

Later lUre. Gurney went to Coos Bay %o work in uho shipping and lunbor business.
¢ was durins this ulmc. the Togue Miver Indians of Southern Orozon, who worc a
arlike tribe, went throush this vicinity uhere ﬁ?. Garney had settled., Thsy
burned his loz cabin, graineries and other buildings while he was avnye

lire Gurney nomed the nain cresk in this little valley, Cedar Creck, dus %o
the presence of 50 m“ﬂj of the evergreen trees along the siream, The branch Iron
1e North was naved Gold Creek. A 1ittle 30ld was picked up in some gravel in
; el o present Qurney bridge, Hear Cvesl was the nope given tha

- flowed into Cedar Cresk, Iire Curnsy killed a beor hoere at one Tince

The Indians here oftcen said @ doep snowt, but as long as lre Gurney lived in
this section the snow was nover deep. {

Later ilre. Gurnoy roturned to Iowa to bring back
Voltaire, Gcorge, Tobord

and fanilys The

childron uweres Helen Harr, ¢ They came down tha
Mipsissinpl River to ilew Orleans, thru the Isthmus of Panana, They continued on t0o
Coos Day harbor, uwhich wns sotiled by the Coos Indinn %tribes. Thoir iy rip thronzh
‘Pannma was very roush duc to a quagmire which consed ths train to jhup up and doune
The family upon arriving at Coos Bay walked tot over the 01 Coos Mver Trail, which
VG DTO)‘D’] an Indian rall. It lay north of the present Coos 3oy Vazon load,

Hre furney buili the houso which siands today on the Surney place in 1872,
o had o samlll and cut g 1ot of timber and cut his own timder for the hous

54
arnd did work himselfe, Tha finish
haulsd hy ng, ¢enﬂ. The doors
rusiic. UYps? one larze
Granze 2 year or tuo heree. The

3 lunber came fron Sugar Pine llount
7 planed by hand, alse flooring
25 usod for dancing and laser hold

POOMS.

2, D s rada,) A - pragp | : -, By s
In those days people wont o Scotishurg, Cregon and took ads of haiy bocon,
g
5 v

2 <) - . ey 2 - ) A . TR N
Mrse Curncy said that the grass was knee hish to cotile en thoy first cone
Hroe CGuracy  said tl L
) 3 3 P P ST Bt T W 1 i Yy o o
herey ond that she pilekod wild sirawberries in the snone pateh wilth bear and noifhor rane
herey ond thal st rict :



991
JuL

willow by the gprins.
Hany honenada things were brouzht from Iowa. They had a dash churn. Nrs.

Gurnoy neds her own candles of tallow. Tho family had lots of books and all road
a creal deal,

The childrzsn wen¥ to school in an old log cabin on tho Irwin place beforse
thewe was a school nsarer, walked five ulles to Ten lile wvhore 211ls 5Ch00L wnie
There was about forty or more pupils, The mail was also obtalned from Ten 4~1o,
necarest post office,

In 1878 and 1879 was the flrst school at the old Peard house, There uas three
rooms, 20 or mors pupils atlendeds It was named *Suzar Pine Acadany® by the chilldren,
Zhere wns a klichen on the north side, west end a bedroom out of peeled ©ir, nain
room about 16 foetl squaree. Tho desks were rouzsh. Ths first teacher was !liss Annie
Cooper of 7ilbur, dauonpar of Plinn Cooper of Wilbur, Toacher boarded around and
50% $30.,00 per wmonth.

Some of %he pupils in the early school wers Blige Matthows, Georgo Matihaws,

Hamie Yoodin, Arihar Woodin, Frank Yoodin, Waller Joodin, Coleuans, Teokiys, and
:i:ll'(.::li.’.nso

Tha second Toacher was lre. Idward B, La Brie of CGarden Valleye Vife abtiondsd
school at Ten illlo, Xatc Heal.

The next school housa was buili near prescnt site off hill, Vork was o211
donatads The first ysar ths re was no glass in the windows, a door and stovo,
There was no floor ot first, Yog hecaps were built and lzd a fixb. The teachor was
Fannie Coke, of Coauille, brothar of late Judse Coke of ilarshfield, The itcacher
bonrded rounde Taught thyoe monihs, I nob onouzh money ’xt cnd of school to pay
teacher, . padrons took up subscription. This teachor zol three nonths for 100 dollars,

vaniel 0O, Clark, a iranp like individual, lived a®b Ollala and Fomnile. Il
tausht children singing and nates. He went 4o houses and gave lessonse. Ho was
o famous horse siealer and once hid in cave back of Porters in ten Ililc. ‘asg
£inally sen® %o the penitontiar; Niohody kKnew where he came {rom into the country
herze ‘

Re We Chaney, pernmanshin instructor, came to Gurney home and gave writing
lessons, aolomon Asa was one of the besu writers and pupils. Janmes, Hazsle and 3

Asa all took writing lc,qonu. ;

-

26Ve. He D, Johnson, of Canmas Valley, preached in Sugar 2Pine acodenye. o wuas
a Sonthernor,

"
A. Ae Hatithaws organized i

rst Sunday School in old house (not Sugan Pine
Acadeny)e. Lost '1&dran astended ite

Two mountain peaks were named fron the Gurney fanily. Ons wns naned [iK,
Surney and lir. Helen af'ter tho daughtoer Tolen, 2Zoth in Coast lange Dountalns

Tho f£irst old siege stabion was al the Wilson place at the Loot of the
Coast Mangse lounteinse One winlor ihe gnow was 14 feet doep on Lop o the
Coast 2angcs. One of the Lirst mall carriers was Janes G Lalrd,

Pagsengers sitting; on the steps of the old siage statlon suggested that lest®
would be a coed none for tho places. The wonan 5ot up a petliion. Government
called it "Reston®e

Mre Gurney died of meacles in 1873, Mrs, Gurney reualned on the fars with
children a number of years. She died in 1899, The f£ani ¥ 2ll grow up and wero
narried except James and Asa who romained on the place unitil their death, oxcent
for four years Asa drove a siage lins betusen Fosobur; and Hilluoode



S
r
-

e

Ure Yeekly had the f£irst sawmill and hotel in this ssction, His donation
m 0L 320 acres cume afiter Jurneyse Hany poonle also stopped at the Suime j

1im
8, The eoldly plocs was along side of the Curnsy placse
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Cthar chlldren bora hore in the Gurrney family hero: IHary Robekah, Solonon
Asa, largzared lelvina, Janes Walton, and another cnhild died when quite sumall aml
was buried at llasonic graveyard. '

lire Cnrney was French and IEnglish. o wax flve fecet ton inches in hei
vory broad shouldercd, stout,ha was a sirong leader and VO*J n*o*rocs;ve. :
all over tha country 1liked hiam and was well liked generally by adulis. Ho wos very
fond of children. IIe tmid work at £ifty yoenrs of cgo, and hiu boys did the worke
He died in 1878 at tho aje of sixuly years,

Anthony (Urs. Gurnsy's name) was rish. Mrse. Surney was o good wmother. And
fren called on 0 care for ithe sick Ia the conmunnitys. She Lu a her oun
icinal hards which she used, She wns Pamiliar with many home romedies, fencdien
ussd were cherry bark, sunflower, wild grape rool, wild biitter and chitiun.
Gurney also ralsed many flowerse. She broushi Ioax plum seed with her as she oo
the sprouis were good to whip children with, llany péople often came io the Surnscy
nome inguiring for "Dr. Gurney.® OShe was ofteon gone for o uonthg alt o time caring

e

for the sicke ©She ralsed chlckeons, ducks, geese and a few turkeys, She nado o
’!

great aany quilts, but did no other fancy work. Irs. Hotthows, nelizhbor, gonsrally
quilted hey quilts, She had a spinning wheel and the £irsi sewing soachine in the
couniry, a Grover and Raker. [rs. Gurney brousht dishes fronm Ilew Orlcanzs. The
Gurney hone was furnished with comson old chalrs and furniiure. They cooked on a
cas? lron stove, The Buck stove was the best stove in those days, M¥s. Gurnay
cooked, camned fruit, nade 1lots of appls buitter for poo~le. The fanily algo had

a cider :il? The gon, Janes, kilisd many desr for hides O0ften zot 100 troud in
a daye There wero saluon and brook Trout, iooter Srouse ;Gro rleniifnl ond thers
-vere quito a 1ot of nativa phoasants and a few cousare. Chiness pheasanits cnme

atere MNative Orejson quall and later quail of Californla cazice

Beavers wors guite plentiful and ofton holes were secn in the banks aling
craekse Oncoe in awhile ottor were seen, The ckunks wers mancrous, Silver jray
scuirrels wers very thicks (They are very rare now as they becane dissased),

Decr were very plentiful and bothered gardens and orchards badly. Thoy would como
into the “charda by the dozen at nizht and could bo sesn in the moonlizht ag

they ale ap-les, One night ! Vvolney put appics under o tree and was to shooi, bul
he wont 1o sleop and the deor pot the anrles and ot off,

The Gurnoy fanily had all Kinds of fruite-applo : pluns, grapes, cherries,
quincsss The vul;cos vory larse. "Surncy®s Golden? also was Jrown,. Ers. Gurney

n of the grefiings. Wild blac %e**ica, raspberries and elder berries wero

feu“i in abundanue. Urse. Gurney raised crabapples and nade preserves out of then,
She made Jelly and ples out of elder bﬂ*rieu. There were some larje paiches of
cldn:“ rries near tho Gurney place

-
-:

did nne
R "
I
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About sinzty hend of cattle were raiscd. The biz ones uere gold to Coos
lo7:ors. 7The Gurney's ralsed thelr oun oxen teams to plowe,  Jhcn Asa was & litile
child oxen teams vwere ussd for logsinz. They did not know they could use horses

£or loz3ing.

] - L))
.

‘o dalirying wos done only for their own use, They had plenty of butier and crocil

Tr3e (urney had twently seven on front and %wo gldes
of housoes She had beds cizht feet > in gordens Asy
e She irrigatad bhirbj or forty nmiles
JCrS, ire Guracy the idea of jrouing
active worlte 3. 3 flO'.‘JGI’S j.I’! abundance were paeon 308,
is, and most fashiioned flowers, Hint and perpernind

: Lrid 29PN .
211,  Theso verc iy

¢ uscd for medicine, 7here was a larie uceping

LR
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