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Oregon Historical Society
CENTURY FARM & RANCH PROGRAM
Application Form

Deadline for filing application - June 30, 2000

Type of designation (please check): Century Farm Century Ranch e
/
Owner’s Name:J: /e rsche/ /\Ot?'dd

Redacted for Privacy
) Mailing Address:_ _ __
\/ ’ Cy

Redacted for Privac - ! Y
Telephone: Y County Je fFerson

Redacted for Privacy
Location of Farm or Ranch__

7 4 7

Township, Range, Section: N'%Z 0 £ NE ’/‘f p# Sec. 3¢ s W% o £ Nw Y pFSec. 35
7312 rRI13€E S ,
|\ Original family owner(s) or founder(s) L./ / 2 / rKead

Date (year) this Farm/Ranch was acquired by founder(s): /7 larch o /898
(Attach verifying documentation, see Rule 9) d

Founder(s) came to Oregon from: LBorn ;'°. Oréqgoev - Grizz/ tf Howrtacs Jea Lrook (o}
Who farms/ranches the land today? J#rsche ! Read T AKPnao ead
Relationship to original owner___ /& /54 €< .
Are any of the original bu ldmgs still inuse? Yes_i~ No
If yes, please describe:_R€5//20788 ¢ parn
Hlstory of crops or livestock raised on farm/ranch:_/ /fv/ Jand pohifa % Cemmeitcra/
5 req/ster el Lattle s, 1rv ga keef nlfElfa [Fr2ss /u%

What is raised on the farm/ranch today?. /< £9 stered £ fommesriad CaYELO 2
Alfal fa [ Arass hay
How many/ generations live on the farm/ ranch to 3/ 2 —Fhe S /W 7 ‘sjz'_? treads

Please list names and birth e [ rsehe / G.B-7712, Nelda Kea
( teschel's coike)-D.0. 8- 1927 b{ﬂn,;,,, f/ﬁ(/{#yw/ze'/S S D.os5 -/953

7 /,els Tacghies -1 | - TErzhels
Dfﬂ/) 7 g’f’(‘é 5 Vo '37/ (ﬂ(‘(? g“/&argﬂ%{ﬂ D[ ; CLJ /Qnd Z a&eiﬂ;« /./-L“d 17
I ke‘ref declare that the statements "made above are Gccurate and correct to the best of my nowledge

O

ey P 5
O /é\_,l_ém/é‘/ QZ/Q/&O / " 8/ el
/  Signature of Owner 7 Dafe
: Please return to: Rick Read, Field Services Coordinator
F Oregon Historical Society
1200 SW Park Avenue
Portland, OR 97205

CFRNANO DI




June 30, 2000

Rick Read

Field Services Coordinator
Oregon Historical Society
1200 SW Park Ave.
Portland, OR. 97205

Re: Century Farm & Ranch Program
Dear Rick,

Please find enclosed application for Century Farm & Ranch Program for
Herschel Read, a brief history of our ranch and documentation of 100 years
of continuous family ownership. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to contact us at your convenience.

Thank you for sending us the application and for being so helpful !

Sincerely,

Kennv & Dianne Read

Redacted for Privacy



Oregon Historical Society
Century Farm & Ranch Program

J. Herschel Read

Per your request, here is a brief history of the Read family ranch. J. Herschel
Read’s Grandfather, Perry Read was born in Benton County, Oregon on May
11,1849 and came to the Central Oregon area via horseback from the Willamette
Valley in 1863 as a Scout for the Army. He liked the area so much that he decided
that this was where he would make his home. In 1873, he filed for a territorial
right on land along Willow Creek in the Grizzly Mountain area, however, the law
required at that time that you must be married to have a legal right to the land, so
Perry asked Hattie Montgomery, a young lady he had known for sometime, to take
his hand in marriage. She accepted, so Perry rode all the way to The Dalles,
Oregon to obtain a marriage license and they were married on December 16, 1873.
Perry and Hattie remained in the Grizzly Mountain area for many years to come
and had four children, of which three survived- Lillie Read, Pearl Read and James
Read. Perry and Hattie along with their children decided to moved west of Grizzly
to what is now known as Culver, Oregon around 1895. On March 10, 1898, Perry
& Hattie’s daughter Lilly, purchased 160 acres from Dan & Manda Aaron. Lillie,
along with her parents and brother and sister built an extra large house, which
served as a hotel and stage stop for weary travelers and freight wagon runners.
This establishment was known as Read’s Hotel and Stage Stop. The town at that
time was named, Perryville, after Perry Read and the area was progressing fast
with the expansion of the railroad. Lillie was one of the first teachers in this area
and taught school at Lamonta School while the rest of the family ran the hotel and
stage stop. Lillie’s twin siblings, James and Pearl purchased the Read homestead
from their brother-in-law, Howard W. Turner, Lillie’s husband at the time of her
death on January 6, 1939 for the sum of $1.00. James Read married Belle Landreth
in 1907. Belle’s family were also early settlers to the Central Oregon area from
Missouri. James and Belle were able to purchase more property in the years to
come from other neighboring homesteaders who decided to move on before the
government came in and bought out many of the homesteads. James was
approached by the government boys to sell out, when he refused, they threatened
to have his property condemned, but James held his ground and continued farming.
James and Belle had two sons, Kenneth and Herschel. Both boys went to war, but
only Herschel would return home.



Herschel purchased the homestead /ranch from his parents in 1946, however, the
deed was never recorded until August 28, 1961 when the property was paid for.
Herschel continued the family tradition of dryland farming and producing beef
cattle. Herschel stills lives in the original homestead house where he was born along
with his wife Nelda. Soon to be 88 years of age, Herschel has seen and experienced
many changes in the last century and loves to reminisce about the early days. One
story he enjoys talking about was when he brought home modern engine driven
machinery to farm the dryland. His father said it would never work, but Herschel
proofed him wrong and planted the best dryland wheat ever harvested, in half the
time it took with the horses. Herschel’s father still insisted on keeping at least three
horses and horse drawn equipment around in case the new machinery broke down
for years to come. Today, Herschel’s son, Kenny along with his wife, Dianne and
their children, James and Nicole manage the original homestead/ranch and
expanded properties, now known as Read’s Century Ranches and continue the
tradition of raising cattle and crops.



Oregon Historical Society

CENTURY FARM & RANCH PROGRAM

STATEMENT of AFFIRMATION

L MHersche ! Read
Redacted for Privacy

hereby affirm and declare that the farm/ranch which I own at _

87 /L/c'f, 67r—tqo‘m

in the County of Jz: -/ ya 2V SoN

shall have been owned by my family for at least 100 years, as specified in the qualifications for
the Century Farm & Ranch Program, on or before December 31, 2000. Further, I hereby affirm
that this property meets all other requirements for Century Farm or Century Ranch honors.

%@M [T é/gly/?_aaa

Signature of Owner /" Dat¢

Certification by Notary Public

State of Orego
County of NI

I o e
Be it rememb&ajd, that on this ZKday of .l } LLN 23 4 @\000 , before me, the

undersigned, a Notary Public in-and for said County and state, personally appeared the within

named /“{QTSO el ‘?szﬂ\i , known to me to be the identical

individual described in and whoexecuted the within instrument and acknowledged to me that
= executed the same freely and voluntarily.

In Testimony Whereof, I have
set my hand and affixed my

official seal the day and year
e written. Z
/‘é B0

Notar‘y Public f;x/ O/égon d

My Commission Expires - f X 00X
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County of Crook
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No. 7. WARRANTY DEED. 8289 Printed and for Sale by Pacific Stationery & Printing Co., Portland, Ore.

State of Oregon, ha s bargained and sold, and by these presents do es grant, bargain, sell and
convey unto said James P. Read and Pearl Fearce B B T ea e eeemneenennneeanen

..James . tead and reard rearce -t
........................................................................................................ heirs and assigns, all the following bounded and
described real property, situated in the County of ... Jefferson ... and State of Oregon:

The Zash Half (Bz) of Section.fhirty Four.(34) and the lesh Hslf of the North—. ...

ko the life estate of Hattie E. Read in and.to. the. above granted. nremnisSes ...
zranted by deed executed on fthe Ath. day of Janua 1939

.......................................................................................................................... together with all and singular the tene-
ments, heredilaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or in anywise appertaining, and also

all . his. ... estate, right, title and interest in and to the sane, including dower and claim of dower.

_Jemes P. Read ond Pearl Tearce,

.......................................................... grantor
James P. Read and Pearl Pearce

the above named grantee.S.. Bi:
lawfully seized in fee simple of the above granted premises. that the above granted premises are free
the 1ife estate of E. Read i

-
e

. TTes & o 2
from all incumbrances, . Hattie

said lands es ahove noted

S —— and that... e ... will and......... . 0RLs ... heirs, executors and administrators,

shall warrant and forever defend the above granted premises, and every part and parcel thereof,

against the lawful claims and demands of all persons whomsoever. ...
In Witness Whereof, the grantor....................

hand and seal this.............Q8h . day of

EXECUTED IN THE PRESENCE OF




STATE OF OREGON,

SS.

County of ..............Jefferson. ...

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this

before me, the undersigned, a.................. . soter; 2l
in and for said County and State, personally appeared the within named..................___..._.__._ .
lotard . Turner, dover of L, 1 furner, decessed, single man
is
who. .77 known

to me to be the identical individual.... described in and who executed the within instrument and
acknowledged to me that........... 1= O executed the same freely and voluntarily.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREGF, I have hereunto set my hand and

official seal the day il;zd year last above written.
- T Notary Puflic for Oregon.

ic for Oregon.

My Commission Expires... . A1=18=194% . . .
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Q7 I SILY

SRt 3 e I i
EROW ALL ¥EN BY THu:® FRESENTS, That Juoms © Y and DLORTNOT D,
AD, husband and cHdfe, - - . o o o - o L _ . _ _granters, in consideration
of Ten onllars and otle» waliahle corsideraticns o e

to them paid by J. HERSCHSL HSAD and VILFA A. T0AD, hushard and wife ; grantees, do
hereby gramt, bargain, sell and convey unto the said grantees, as tenants by the en-
tirety, their heirs and assigns, sll the following real property, with the tenements,
hereditavents and appurtenances, situated in the County of Jeffersen ard State of

Oregon, bounded and described as follows, to-wit: An undivided one-half interest
in and to:

Traoct I:
The East half of Section 34, and the uest half of the Northwest quarter
of Section 3£, LESS AND ZXCEPTING THEREFRCH the followin: described property:
The Northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter of the Northeast quarter;
the Horthwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of the Northeast guarter; and
the Korth half of the Northeast quarter of the Northwest quarter of the North-
ezet quarter of Section 34; and the Borth ) of the Northwest quarter of the North-
west quarter; and the North half of the South half of the lNorthwest quarter of
the Northwest quarter of Section 35;
411 in Township 12 South, Range 13 Zast of the 1illsmette Heridian.

Tract II:

The 3outheast quarter of the Nerthwest quarter; and that portion of the
Northeast quarter lying West of the Westerly boundary of the Culver-Lamonta
Road right of way as now constructed, all being in Section 35 s Township 12
3outh, Range 13 EHast of the Willawette lleridian.

To Have and tc Hold the above deseribed and granted premises unto the said
grantees as tenants by the entirety, their heirs and acsigns forever.

ind we, the grantors, covenant that we are lawfully seized in fee simple of
the above granted premises free from all incunbrances s except reservations in
patents and contracts with the United States of America and the lorth Unit Irrigation
Distriet concerning irrigation of said premises and that we will and ouwr heirs,
executors and administrators, shall warrant and forever defemd the above granted
premdses, and every part and parcel thereof, against the lawful claims and demands
of all persons whomsoever,

v. N, L
WITNESS our hands and seals this Z [ day of (Lee oo, | 1961,

‘"

el ded [ - /ﬁi /&

~ ey o G Ve a o

County of %M A y 831

Loge T, 1561, before me s the undersigned, a Notary
Coun ,/,fmd State, persmally appeared the within nemed
Sl ol Sy s p 2 £ /12 g d y husband and wife, who are known to me te
ng igertical individuals described in and who exeeuted the within instrument,
owledged 10 me that they exscuted Lhe same freely and voluntarily,
' KY WHERECF, I have hereunto set my hand ard alfixed by official seal

\ .,/",'/\ ﬁj;’l ,/f// !
. NS

e e VYA

Notary cublic TOr ()% oo
e

P
State of L/’f%z;écm,- »

s 7 > . o
oy E&Te' " $
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