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BUSE-TIT . 

Comparatively 1·ew people are ac1uainte•: with the bus11-
,, , ; , ) [ /'I< , , 1. , • 'j,) , /"'i .,,f ...ru - ..._ I~ 

tit , our little weaver birc..l of the We:">t. ," Among birds tbe Lush-
'' 

tit. is a born master- i, uilder, . for 1rn builds a real bird mansi ' n . 

It' s not a small matter to get a site suited for a bush-tit ' s . ---- --..-. 
11 ome . There should b""' one or two firm up-right t wigs ab out which 

to weave t he walls , a cross branch or t wo for rr;,fters , and , if 

the house is to Le mcdern , a little support for a porch or prom-

enacle . Contrary to our first maxi):un of architectural succe :c. s , 

these little builders begin at the top and build d0wn firs~ t he 

' 1 • round r:mtrance , then a hallway to the 1 iving room . 

Anybody wov ld fall in love with a Lusll - tit . The flut'fy 

midget. does not possAss the aerial grace of a srralJ ow, o·· even 

the nirnblenes s of a warbler . He bustles alon g in such a j er}: y 

way , he often looks as if he would topple he~ls over head and go 

whirling to the grourul like a tailless kite . But he is a skilled 
/ 

hunter. Be skirmishes every tree and bush . l_He is not so sue-

cess-·u1 a rring-sho t as a flyc~1.t.c 1·1er but. he has an eye that few 

can beat in stalking . He is no mean assistant of the gardner • 

Be is not the kind that hoes a whole g<:.rden in a day , cutting 

off half the new tender shoots , but he is at work early and 
'-, 

late and he is constantl y at it . ) 
j" 

We kept run of bush-tit aff airs for several days after 

t he young had hatched . The t'a t11e r fed the nes tl ings as often as 
-the mother . He generally paused on the . fern-tops just beJow the 

nest . The real drama of life c: me when the youngsters werA 
fluttering, full-grown, ·~gorous, impatient to get one Glimpse 



at the outside world fi·orn v1here the mot!1e1· and t' n. tr er came so 

often with morsels . We had watched am1 wni ted , tv:n weeks for 

this day . The mirrut e ·ne nestling took the idea into his head 

to get out into the s unsh.ine, it spread like con tngio11 c.mont, 

ti1e -.-hole householtl . The round door poured out young bi !'els with 

the rapicli ty of a Gatling bun shooting in ever y di rs c • . on at 

once, and buJlet3 cou d hardly be any more dif ·1c11lt than the 

yount:;sters vrnre to find . After a great deal of h 1 nting, rre 

found five of the midgets and put them bc~ck on n twig be .. ide 

their n st where they sat fltit'fing in the warm sunshine -::.-. joying 

~ f their first outing . 

It must have been the sn!1e rair that built a nest the 

f o 1 J owing :rear in a 11 i ~ 1 ow t re e a few 1' --e t cl O'.n1 "'J he pa•, h • We 

the nest till after the young biras had hatched . 

The parents were c Lrryins in food but they didn ' t dare 1...~ o near 

the home at first for fear we ' d see it . A titmouse misht Make 

twenty resolutions not to trnst a ~· ~rs n arnl tlle ve i·y next ir:stant 

\ he ' d throw himself ancl al] his hopes riL.ht into ~.rour arms . 

~ I stood nlmost in re<:c l· 0f ti:e nest . The little Jove1~ 

looked me over frmn alJ sides . Then as a fi Lal test, he rapped 

ri . ht into ,he ound door . He kne1i I .. .; ou "' · r";--. ': A G. ;: ''<:b n. t h . m, 

I nest ant.1. all . Be was nut in a twinkle . he looted <.mazed, 

\
didn ' t rnove . That ·,vas his 

he gave his confid~nce. 

test of frie ~dsh!p a~i frou that 

for I 

t L r:rn 

I tlon ' t l: ::o'.7 ·;1h} tl1A:' t:; < ' e us S'l C11 i rn p 1 i.cit t .. ust,, 

unless t , ie fluffy, gray micl::;et..; ~m1-:,{remern.Lerec1 thA k i 1rlnesses 

of our rac•1, n ot t h e evils . When the young bu0 h -tits were i.;rcHn 



they ,-:ere easi 1 y tamed . They perched on our fingers and our 

heads anl the parqnts ali~hted wherever they found their child-
{_ I/ 
\9 1\ ren . 

some people think birds di ff er f r·om eac11 other in 

size and dress only . But to one who has studied lons and care-

fully at the homes of different s: ecies , each reatl'ered creat·1re 
"}'\.--• ¥'-Kl""~ 

has a real character of its own . I can 0 ive you ~he scientific 

name and a cut.-and-dried description of the bush-tit, but virhat 

does that mean? It is all right for a city Jirectory . You dont 

know a bush-tit any more when you have discovered him with your 

field c;lass and identifiell him in your bird itwnual, that you clo 

( x-
.t L;,.,ct;~ l U-
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,0'41\r-~1 I ,P" :r.r t 'l {Jfa ! ... 1 
("41 VV"11 v . I 
c{1.-~• and multiply in the buds and bark of trees, and it see"1S to 

/!'- I ""' (JJ 

a man when you are introduced to him and 1hove his card in your 

pocket . Each bird has a real individuality . Each is 
;,,,- ol--DJ'4o7iC-fl/f:h' 

in character and disposition . f1~ri/·,JJ/f , ~ - ~u ,(.; 

"'"'"'· / 7 Millions of de~tructive insects lay t~eir eggs, live 

different 
1 NT ER 1?. ~ 1Rr 1 v N 

/ t,.t ~){, II• 

be the bush-tit ' s life work to keep this hord8 of insects c .1 eek . 

After the little family left their home, I neve>r r~uncl them 

quiet for a minute . When they took possession of a tree, th8y 

took it by storm . It looked as if it had suclclenly grown vvirigs, and 

every 1 irnb was al 1 Y. e . They turned every leaf, looke<l into every 

cranny, and scratcriec1- up the moss and lichens . They hung by 

their toes to peek into every bud, they swung aroun i the branches 

to pry into every crack, then, in a few moments, they tilted off 

to the next tree to continue the hunt . 
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