





BIRDS EVERYONE SHOULD ENOW

Violet-Gieen Swallow

~ The violet-gieen'oz white~-hireasted sialiog retuins from
the south to his summer home axound Portland about the middle of
Maich. Anyone caﬁ recognize this biid by his snowy bireast.
Anothex mark is the metallic violet ox purplish-gieen bhack £lash-

ing in the sun.

£ 3

A wayside telephone ox electiic light wire is
perch. Gnats, mosquitoss and house flies sxe the gaume gaﬁhezea
in while ciuising the sky lanes. ‘

Did you ever happen to think how gharp axe the eyes of
a swallow, how quick on wing and how expert in gathering a gnat
in his mouth gliding aloag at top epeed? This is one of the mﬁ:-
#els Hature exhibits ut eveiy tuxﬁ outdoors.

 Hetre is & geme any person can staxt during the spring
when the violet-greensg have lald the foundation ofidzy~gxasses
fox a home. Take a handful of feathers, stand out in the open

if you sec these white-bieasts flaghing past; and blow a feathex

E in the gizx.

It's like tossing a quaxtexr in fiont of a stizeet urchin.
A swift turn, = sweep zud zip goss the feather to the nest. 4
soft bed of feuthers is'ﬁsvessential to a violet-gieen’'s nest as
is & mud frame fox a r10bin's home. : ‘

- The news of a featheir fortune geneirally spie&ds like wild
fize. One moining, I had six different swallows eiicling and
scooping to sﬂap up the floati§g feathers. Conpetition was so
keen that one of the bixds giabbed a feathex fiom my Iingazs ihen—

~evexr it was held at aim's length.
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