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THE GENTLE WOOD-PUSSY 

We we1e standing on the hill below ou1 house .ove1looking 

the Willamette Bive1. The 1ound Octobe1 moon was a su1e sign that 

animals would be on the hunt and giowing fat and :fu11y foI the 

wintez. The bzanches of the fi1 swayed and the1e was a sti1 among 

the maple leaves. As I tu1ned my nostzils to the wind, the message 

came in an unmistakable odo1. It was not unpleasant. It neve1 is 

in the open field oz hexe on the slope above the xive1. 

The next day when my neighbo1 passed he said he was going 

to block up the hole unde1 his chicken ya1d fence. He, too, had 

fead the sign on the wind and was su1e a skunk was in the neighbo1 . 

hood. He is of fa1me1 stock, the kind that kills skunks. I was 

hoping a wood-pussy might some day take up a homestead on ouz wooel.JuL 

hillside. 

Two species of skunks -live in Oxegon. One may see both 

kinds along a paved highway whe1e they have been :flattened out by 

ea:m& 1acing automobile The little spotted skunk is about the siz.o..,. . . 

of a silve1-g1ay squi11el. The st1iped skunk is two oz th1ee 

times as la1ge. Polecat is anothe1 name that has been given to 

the skunk family as a whole. Howeve1, this name is not co11ect 

foz the txue polecat is an animal of the old wo1ld.· 
\ 

In you1 natu1al histo1y you may 1ead that this is a 

feeble animal, almost defenseless.· Almost! But not quite. Poo1 

little wood-pussy! He cannot 1un ve1y fast. In the face of dange.V 

he just stamps his feet, humps his baok like a pinched wasp, and 

tu1ns his tail. 
we 01ossed 

One day :mu:a.. the xivez and on the t1ail up the hill-

side came to the up-tu1ned 1oots of an old fi1. He1e we met a 

st1iped skunk with he1 seven little kittens playing in the g1ass 
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on the sloping bank. App1oaohing slowly, they stopped to look 

at me, but we1e not af1aid. Within six feet of the mothe1, I 

1eached ovex slowly and petted one of the little skunks. He 

me1ely ambled up the bank. These animals a1e moze f1iendly and 

1eliable than most people thirik:. They a1e not looking fox 

t1ouble and a1e gene1ally the last to sta1t any. 

Two days late1, passing the same place I found the 

bodies of five of the kittens lying along the bank whexe some-

one had killed them with a stiok. so often this is the ato1y of 

a family of wood folks. The damage a skunk does is often ex-

agge1ated. He feeds on va1ious kinds of insect life, also bi1ds, 

mammals, fish, and even 1eptiles and f1uit. 

The1e is an old sto1y that if you pick a skunk up by 

the tail, he cannot eject his scent with his feet dangling in the 

ai1. In easte1n 01egon a t1appe1 came upon a young skunk unde1 

a bush. He st1uok the b1anches with a stick, and the youngste1 

1etaliated by using his scent gun. He did this aevexal times 

until the supply of ammunition was exhausted. No one has yet 

discove1ed Just how 1apidly a skunk can manufactuze 'his soent. 

But in this case when the t1appe1 picked him up by the tail the 

little wood-pussy still had a final shot in 1ese1ve, so the p1ea-

c1iption did not wo1k. 
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