
V A.rll..'!iD THHUSH OR AJ.:lSY. HOBll~ 

A10ne the i)a.cific Coas+,, eor-eoinlly d.lllinc thA 111in'te1 

month a, we have inqUI ies ah out a fJtI an,,.e bi.Id t:h1t loo' s !l.nd ac+ s 
like a Jobin ~ut has a ditfn1ant dtesa. Instead of a b1iok-1ed 
b1eaat, it has oi1f} o:::~ ln.1.ght xusty bto\n, u.lmof3"~ 01a.nee. with a band 
of bla.ok ac1oas its ohe1:1t and a bluish ox sln:tp,-oolored bo.oJr. 1l'his 

is t~e Va1ied ~ hIUHh, ·101aotir1es N1llr1ct AlasJ t:t <n 01'.f'H''Or1 1?obln. 

llt~ii John liU!!Oll/SnS '~as '"Jn -t.he 1a21i e.1 .:xnfhiition in 

Ala.ska in lb99, he aaw tl1if' sh:~n_.e 1•>'lJin ""or. +he fizst ti 1e. .at 

11d vu11~d tlnush! O 1ohlt1 ~tl'anfl'o! 
~r~hold P1!· .nt-~ EPt! r. i a~, 
l'n;y :~011.1 a.aCI flll'"l'ht 1 10.117 nnve known, 
lt .1.1ot t. lo n;;w c ls ·i..Llbe. · 

he lnn.i:" r :riz~lin"" :r:a.i. ,.•1 ·111c1 h0cl,'}' .''nee 0'! the ::-t.ciflc 
ro!thwi:ist Uie llMJdcd to no•nish tre r.'.:re11.t ~01oatB o. sp11wo, fi:r and. 
ceoaI. ~·he V J.lii::l<l r hIUJ:lh like:3 the -Pog an Iain. ..0 lives in OU? 

no:z:thazn cli·1u.te D..!"J.i t'he hl h r.ltltudes 1;.t u "n ;J J.I.Lf"l:>l:r<1 2.ives in the 

his h~unts V. Alfl t•H'l s1i.'~ rays seldom cn··e L"' La::ec1 li.'a tilt f,ot 

tops of the ta.1.l 'flis, 0.10 n-... 1 rtot..1 •~aiJ:d call lYtcs s.1.fti ~Gt IOugh 

th'.:it this F..O.;.~~ o.f thl) Va1i00 .h:rnr-~h .is 

was !ull of pathos. ~hls sonc. tn hA sine, la no+, 1011101<'-ing and 
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expl oxations of Lenis and Cla1ke. In his dia1y wxitten on the tzip , 

Lewis 1aoo?ds see1ne; a blac>.:- v,0odpeck~r ut a r>laoe about twelva 

miles east of the ;_nest?nt site of Helena. r:onta.na. , on July 20, 1805. 

This is the first known 1eco1d o..P the hi1d. Lewis wtote that he 

was una'bla to f"et a s;ecimen o.t that time , bnt the following yea? 

on the homewa.i cl j OU! ney l-ie secur e.t so mo of them n{:ar the base of the 

Bi tte1 lioot rountaius in Idaho. f:rnm Vihich the bi1d was latex des-

c Ii be.t and na.met\ . 

Alexander Filson., the nionae1 of Ame:i:ican 01nitholORY . 

at that time , ha s.iici • 

such of th3 feathe1e·t tii hes as h'1a. ho en Jl'.l'. osr:irv>:?J and \lore new. 11 • 
It i~ fittinrs. th0:rn.:01e, that- -t:;'1.is bi:r:d wrr' ,1a;ncd iu hono1 of Cap-

ta.in le\ds who cti ~3coi:reI e1.1 l. <t;. .:ewis <lied tn the -Yir:in of hie life 

and was la.id away in a soli ta:i: y {"I ave in t'he wild einess. 
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