
BI:~DS 03' '1'HE. CACTUS COUNTRY 

(This s to1y is s ent- by H1s . William 1. Pinley who 
is spendiue ~he V')l.ntE~l in !.:r:i:c.ona. ) 

ry:he <lase1 t is ha1sh w1 th he1 child:zen. Life is a ient o.a tha 

ma1ch 01 in thri fiiing- 11.ne. lleatly ov91y •>lant iG :£'01tified with 

t ho1 ns. The oaotus has a ~anoDly of points to ~1otect its soft, spone 

i nte1io1; the rm·squitf3 , th~) •1alo vexclc , a:m the delicate white nO;.)J?Y 

olo the themselves in tho1ns. The puduy tOaQ in OUl Oieeon eaxden 

d e se1 t Nature aims ho1 toadr. G...tl<.l lizard.~ i.1 S)inc~2: anL scales. The 

toad g1ows fl~rt !:l.lri. thin, c~:u1. :rtvl 111~c a ~t1eaJ.r. ~;;.net (tir;s a r_idine 

::>l ace in. t .he Band. E.•i ¥.ea! a & c r ov.n of th on s, m:~ i i .z H~aliy u liz-

a:rd insteaLl o:" a toar .. 

fib1es and g1assee, with a 1ound ent.rance hole encl hal11.'HlY zunninr in 
,. "J... • d J:Ivm t·1~ .c:l e . I conl1~ r.:. ' t loo} in. :;11 1 t::: ieci t•) feel. 1 I an my hund 

i n as !.aI a~ I conllt ti11 t~rn t},o!.'1S ubout the ontia.nce 11Iioked iEtO 

the. flesh. l bi:eai.1 to pull 1:1~· hum. bucJ. . _h•1 nore I p 1lled , -t,ho 

t i ghtel the ~hO!rlS clm10 aria the dee J~I nw:1 •J'.l: lcJ.~ea. . r i\8.S L1 a t :rapl 

anu didn' t kn<)\"t jllrnt what to d.o . ?iii.all~r I uocided to r;ive a qulok 

w1ench , the WH~' you t 1ent a nmota.1u pluste1 . · L~1 11 mc.1. came out , und 

I held it up an(l look(hl at it . It wab ;;tnck ru.:.J.. (L h:lstlint; s~ou1 

points. I wa sn' t; tllioue;h with *Le 2la.st•n yet. So I took m;7 in~ect 

t~ee ze ? s a.'1d beu:cin to extia.ct the nee1Jles. The~1 hu.n{:! buck with c. Y.'ill . 

as if some one was 1mlli n3 on trH) o+he I end. 
ti~G 

them undeI the glass . I .found the /l fol med BO 

b a1bs. 

Afte:nva.Id , when I e.x:amim d. 

theJ ~o!ked like tiny 



'"' -- ~ --
Sev exal t i ries we saw wh~ne bi:-:ds had hune themselves, the 

l a1 goat an Inoa. dove. PuI the? ori Wf1 di s cove1 ed a male Rouse !'inch 
fi :rmly i mflal ed or~ a thoxn . The 1.10E:t ozueJ i..:i.cident had occu11eCi at 
the nest of a ~lumboons 0.:lt{.tcatche:i:: .in a chollu cactus. C'he young 
bi:r ds had just der>a! tcw. . Onn of the hnb~r bi! ds haf;_ ho flped a :few inc he_, 
f xom i ts home an1J , r!u.k i ne a mis- step • r..~~i:t caueht one wing on u in iokl) 
oholl a thozn. 

He hnd. b9en dea<l o:ilJ a uJ..- or t tine, nr:.rt. Urn r101,he1 bi!\.!. was flutte z-

t o bi ::i:d life . ~qt a::tP:! 'Ve •<:a:l;(~hei at.: mm17xon:::: bi1d. homes v,e c ame to 
the conclusion -t}cf +,he.re was a 1eu~M .. f'~1.r so. fl'.( nei::ts in the 

01ickl ;' fo:rts. 't'ho.,t '.lll""!O :o:i:-t-s tLu.t fllldif?he·~ noet.inc ... a1d sleeping 

ox !~ptile in tho do£01t ic usually 

i s fatal . Th0 li 1,a1d vmtchr:s to i.;nt sorn,; lJ.n":;1l~;,1?ectlr~r, insect or I Ob 

an 11n0us.xueci :nest. '~ut he mus~ a.lv.a.:·s hr:.:ve hls "'!~Tes opc!l 1 o du.It 
foI c ove1, OI ho \'1111 be s11a::; .ed u'J b: a swift _\o:.ul- Iul1na1. ~he 

Ve1di n , the Linnet, and 'th0 G:na.tcrntche:r mH3t '>e o:l +,he loo'Y-out foI 

also , the least e1101 in ju.de;nent rrm.: :>i:1 h.tin to a ~iea.th :)f t o :r tu1 e . 
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