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e FAMILY CARES DIVIDED BY GROSBEAKS .
: The black~headed grosbeak is brilliant both in dress and
song. I have sometimes found it difficult to distinguish thagzol-
licking carol of this bixd fiom those of the westein obin and'weatavq
tanager, so much alike aie ﬁhe&.
The male groshesk wears a distinstive black cap, a 1ed-
| brown vest , black wings with white bars, and a fairly long black |
tail with white spots on the edges. His wife is more simply dressed
with a brown and white striped ‘head, a bu:fy body flecked with
brown, and a light brown tail.
' In the groshesk family the cardinal ox red-bird is pez-
- haps best énown, siﬁée he is so generally resident throughout the
southern part of the country. The 10se-bieasted grosbeak is the
species of the eastern states, while the black-headed grosbeak is
a native of the West. The latter may be found anywhere fiom eastern
Nebraska to Celifornia, and from British Columbia to the ngiean
nlateau.
As a rule, he builds a loosely constructed nest of twigsE
sometimes so thin as to show glimpéeskof the sky thiough it. One
day I stopped to cétch gight of a hird that was caroling in a neax-
by tree. What I saw su;pxised me, a mothex groshesk singing hez
lullaby as she sat on hexr eggs. Few biids ging in the home. How-
ever much they wish to, they,aze afraid. Several times I have heard
the black-headed girosheak do it. How this bizd took up such a cus-
tom I do not know, for all hirds are cautious sbout attracting at-
tention to the nest. , \
I have watched a good many bizd‘familiea. but have nevezx

seen the work divided so faiily as in the grosbeak home. The first
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day the fathexr was feeding the children almost entirely. Vheneve:
he brought a mouthful hé hardly knew which one to feed first. The
mothex fed abhout once an houxr, while he came every ten or fifteen ‘
minutes. This seemed rather contrary to the o:&inaiy household.
Generally the male is wildex and the mothex hasfto take the respon-
sibility. '

The nexf day conditions were the same, but parental
duties were just reversed. The mothexr was going'and coming éon—
tinually with food, while the father sat aSeut in the tree-tops,
sang and preened his feathers liesurely. He took the trouble to
hant up only one mouthful for his balins to every sixth ox seventh
the mother biought. :

The thixd day the fathex was the busy bizd again. On
the fourth the mother took charge of the feeding again, but she spent
most of her time trying to coax the bantlings to launch out on their
wings and follow hexr off into the bushes. It was hardly the fathex's
déy for getting the meals, but on the whble he fed as much as the
mothex. '

’ At some nests the young axe cared for slmost entizely
by the mothexr. 1In others these duties are taken up laxgely by the
fathex. Many times bhoth parents feed side by side. But the gro8-
beak seems to have a way of dividing duties equally énd alternating
with days of r1est and lahozx.
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