
FAMILY CARES DIVIDEm BY GROSBEAKS 

The black-headed g1osbea.Y: is b1illiant both in d1eas and 
song. I have sometimes found it diff'icul t to distineuish the.n: ol-
licking ca1ol of this bi1d f1om those of the weste1n 1obin and westeY~ 
tanage1, so muoh alike a1e ~hey. 

The male g1osbeak weals a distinctive blaok cap, a 1ed-
b1own vest , black wines with white ba1s, and a faitly lone black 
tail with white spots on the ed{Ses. Eis wife is rno:i:e simply d1essed 
with a b1own an<l white stx ipecl ·head. $ buffy body fleoked with 
b1own, and a lieht b1own tail. 

In the g1osbeak family the oaxdinal 01 1ed-bi1d is pe1-
r 

- haps best known, since he is so gene1ally Iesident th1oughout the 

southe1n pa1t of the count1y. The 1ose-b1easted g1osbeak is the 
species of the easte1n states. while the black-headed g1osbeak is 
a native of the West. The lattei may be found an~whe1e f1om easte1n 
Neb1aska to Califo1nia., and f1om B1itish Columbia to the Mexican 
plateau. 

As a 1ule, he builds a loosely constzuoted nest of twigs1 
sometimes so thin as to show glim~ses of the sky th1ough it. One 
day I sto,ped to oatch sight of a bi1d that was caxoline in a n~a1-
by tzee. What I saw su11nised me, a mothe::r g1osbeak singing he? 
lullaby as she sat on haI eegs.. Few bi1ds sing in the home. How-

eve1 much they wish to, they a1e af1aid, Seve1ul times I have hea1d 
the black-headed g1osbeak do it. How this bi1d took Ul' such a. cus-
tom I do not know. fo? all bi1ds a1e cautious a.bout attxaotine at-
tention to the nest. 

I have watched a good many bizd families, but have neve1 
seen the wo1k divided so fai1ly as in the g1osbeak home. The fi1st 
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day the fathez was feeding the ohildzen almost enti1ely. Whenevez 

he b!ought a mouthful he hazdly knew which one to feed fi1st. The 

motheI fed about onoe an hou1, while he came evazy ten ox fifteen 

minutes. This seemed 1athe1 contza:r:y to the OJ:dina:r:y household. 

Gene1ally the male is wilde1 and the mothe1 has to take the 1espon-

ei bili ty. 

The next day conditions we::re the same, but pa1enta.l 

duties we1e just 1eve1sed. The motheI was going and coming con-

tinually with food, while the fathez sat about in the t1ee-topa, 

sang and pxeened his feathexs liesu1ely. He took the t1ouble to 

hunt up only one mouthful fo1 his baixns to eve1y sixth 01 seventh 

the mother inought. 

The thi1d d~ the fathe1 was the busy bi1d again. On 

the fou1th the motheI took oha1ee of the feeding ac~in, but she spent 

most of he1 time txying to coax the bantlings to launch out on theix 

wings and follow heI off ~nto the bushes. It was hardly the fatheI 's • 
day for getting the meals, but on the whole he fed as much as the 

mothe~. 

At some nests the yOU!lff ate ca.tad for almost entirely 

by the mothez. In otheis these duties a1e taken up laxgely by the 

fatheI. Many times both :patents :feed side by side. But the SIOS-

beak seems to have a way of dividing duties equally and alteznating 

with days of 1est and labo1. 
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