
HOU$ FOR SONGS 

... O~:E o rrrNERS, ).TTEJ'I IONl 

by 

William L. Finley 

' Theie ale a lot of wild bi1ds, including the Eaeie. 
that neveI will know anything a'Dout the Home Owne1s Loan Co1-
po1ation at Wu.shington. When eptin.g comes, the~,: build thei1 
homes, use them d1nine the eumme1, get the ohi'la.1en out on 
the1I ~ then fly sGut ' to paa8 tie wintez whe1e the days 
aze sunny and wo1ros gzo at. · 

(Scenes - Bi1d nest and eggs in t1ee. Ea~s have 
hatched, rooth~1 feedinB y~ung bixds in nest.) 

Among the "so called" lowe1 animal~. bixds a1e the 
only zeal home builde1e, and they neve1 eo in debt. The fly-
oatchex chooses a shady nook in some bush among the fexns. 
The nest is built f'o1 family needs. ..hen the th1ee child1e.n 
leave home, the rnuents don't have to \IVOIJY the 1est of thei1 
days about a mo1tgage and a lot of spa1~ 1ooms. 

(Scenes - Fl~oatohe1 on the ad~e of nest feeding 
young, then nove1s young. The th1ee flycatch.e1s 
on limb afte1 b1eakine home ties.) 

A takes syuattex's 1ights on a sandy beach. He 
is su11ounded by a Qunch of good-natu1ed neighbo1s and has a 
f1ont doo1 ove1looking the lake whe1e the fishing is eood. He 
has no coal bill, is fzee f1om enonomio conditions and can "Ila! 
Ha?" out loud because he has no state 01 fetle1a.l income tax. 

{Scenes - Gulls in the wate1. Small nesting colony 
of gulls. Gull goes on nest, b"ak ope~ as if laughing.) 

The Y.lioke1 01 woodpeckez ·has a beak. like a p'ick-axe 
to d1ill hi self a home in some dead t1ee t1unk. When sp1ing 
eomes, his ftino~ tu1ns to love. But the lady flioke1 is like 
most bi1ds o~ th~ feminine gende1. just pl a inly d1eesed. She 
doesn• t have to b 'e beautiful 01 even diffe1ent to att1aot two 
sulto1s and keep them guessing •. 

• • • 
(Scenes -:.. Flioke1 01 woodp~ke:.c at nes~ hole.: . . Flickex 
inside nest hole. Two ma.J.e•flacke1s cou1ting.) . . •. . .· . 

But the songete1e in you1 baok ya~d have theiz t1o~blee. 
It is not high 1ent that d1ives the blueb11d out. One yeu1. ·he 
takes a hole in an old ~pple t1ee; the next same txee suigeon 
has filled it ith cement. · 

(Scenes -tBluebi1d at nn.tu1al nest ho·le in apple t1ee, ~ 
goes in. J 

Othex songste1s that live in ouz ea1dens artd oi.chai·aa. · 



-

2-

a1e d11ven out \Jl en we out the t 1ees . But he1e i s vb exe the 
oh ild1en come in and build mode xn bix d house s and xent them 
for songs. 

(Scenes- Two c hild1en looking at a numbe I of bi xd 
house a :r eady to pu t up i n the woods.) 

Q • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • t • • • • e • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • i • • 

Nesatives l i ste d u.bove f on ,a1cle ~ · toda.,. 11 3 f"A 
:F1olloviine; da 

s ent Ao1il 17 , 1 966~ 
to go with 371 :r'oet oi negative 

The s i mplest tY'i'e of o. b i 1d ho tts e bx ings the best 
tenants . The house w:ren wants a s ingle-1oom apa:i:: tnent. 
Tha.t ' s gen o1a lly too l a :i: ee , f o:i: the w1ens al¥.a;, s have di~
f ioul ty moving i n . insist ing on usine l ong t i mbe1s and 
f illing the hotise cn am f ull of s t ick s . The 1ei is jus t a tiny 
space l eft f o1 ne s t u11d eegs. 

1 . · 1 en pays PI ompt l y, s i nging oontinuall~· on the 
:f1ont po1oh 0 1 i n the t1 ee s ~bout the gaxden. 'Both pa~; by 
poliaing tho f)I omi sea and b1inei ng i 'n an unto l d numbeI of 
wox m and insect ·culpxi t s that ohe un the v~geta.bles and plants. 

J enny ···zen l i ghting on the doo1step s omet imes got 
suspiciou s of the noi se of the carr1a 1a and ct.idn ' t ~a.nt to go in. 

(Scands- Ei:xd house. W1en taking lone s ticks into 
house to bui ld nest . Roof of house 1emoved sl~ow
i ne nest and ec;gs . Wxen singing on doo1 atep of 
house . ) 

Vl-l i 'LB- B.:. KASTED S ALLO~ S 

The wh i te- b1easteu ox t 1ee sv-.all•-'WS :retu1n at the 
beginnine; of S'J liil(S . :fl a s h i ng i.a and out , lighting on tele-
phone wix es·. They a 1e shox t on songs but long on hou s e fl i es 
and mosqui t oes. A house on a pole 01 even at the doox s t 1ikes 
thei1 f ancy bec~use t:-iey u..i: e compdllionable h i nts . ~hen the 
nestlings a 1e g1own and I \,a.dy to b1aak horne t ies, that ' s the 
time to i:ed.l l y get a c quainted. . .t1.n~ bOJ o:i: r;i1 l c an 1eall~ 
g ;i' n the· f1i end sh i ,i of the swal~owe i f' the:; hav e a litt l e na-
t i eno e . The.,. C.on' t ~mv ., to put'fsal t on the iI tails . 

(Scenes- Swallow on wi 1e . Bi1 d house out si de doo1. 
Child :r en and swallows , etc . } • 

If we hav~ a f 1ee lunoh oo unte1 duzing the wintex 
and put out nut s, seed and saJtlbt f o1 the bix ds , the little 
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ohioka.dee o:i: tit-mouse stays in snow time deatzo~1ine insect 
eggs tuoked aw~~ in c:xevioesi:i of J.imbs and tzee t1unks,- xeg-
ulax pat:olman sexvice. 

Ve1J soon the chickadee family is inczessed by seven, 
a set of t1iplets and two paizs of twins. The mothez and 
:fatheI sezve the meals of gzubs and wo:xms, one meal a day, but 
that lasts f10~ da~light till da1k. All is· g1ist that goes to 
the ohiokadee mill.. Befo1e lnng theze a:re nine chickadees in-
stead of two. eating theiz own lve ight in insects evezy da:;. 

{Soem)s- Chickade on limb.. Biid hous o Seven 
youne; ohickadeAs fed by piu:ents, etc.) 

EBGLISH SPARRO ·s 
Ua.ny yeais avo soneone made the bad mistake of 

t1ansro1 ting English o:r :r;uxoo &n sr,a11ows to Amezico.. They 
stiak a1ound, especially in the cities, all winte1 and move 
into the fixst bi1d house befo1e out native songste:ts a18'ive 
f1om the South. 2:hey a.:re cal led b.;nglish, ne1ha )8 becm se they 
a1e slow in getting the point.. It takes something mo1e tha.n 
an 01dinu1y notice to move a spa11ow out once he has posses-
sion • . He is peisistent. If you thzo·w him out bag and bageage 
one day, he moves be.el1 the next.. You can't mistal e the icien-.. 
tity of a male ~nglishez because of his black 01avat and white 
oollaI ~oints. He ea1s a gxay ca~ and zed•bzo~n on the back 
of his neoko ~he female has no b1ight ool o1so lieI coat is 
plain b1own. 

(Scenes- 3iz d house with "lt,01 Rent" sign. Sp ax zows 
on :roof. Anothe1 sign, 'No r;nelish Spn.11ows ~anted.. !I STlaIJ:ov.s 
move in anywa:; • ) 

UUTHATCHES 

~ :rutha.tohes sometimes seleot a modezn bunealow, use 
the 1oof cfo1 cl. doo1ste'l, and go into the house on t'1ei I eazs, 
The female woul d m3ke a eood st eple-jaok. Equipped with :feet 
like a woodpeoke1, she can walk uo 01 down the t1unl of a t1ee, 
01 stick onto the unnez side of limbs seazohing the ba1k fo1 
insects and theiI eggs. 

Raising the xoof of the house, you see five young 
nuthatche~ 010 ohed in the co1na1. 

Cut-vrn1m;J aie the deat1oye:xs of cozn a.nd othex 
kinds of vegetables~ ':'o a nuthatch, life is just one blamed 
out-woxm afte1 anothe1" Both mothex and' :f'athe:x kill enough 
out-wo1ms in a day to pay fo1 a month 's 1ent. 

A bi1d in the hand is v .. 01th two in the bush, es-
peciall y if it is d.· live bi Id. 
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Home owne1'bc.a.ttent i on! It ' s bette:x to build bouoes 
fox songste1s about the ga1don and 1ent them f ox songs than 
to have the bugs get al l you1 flowe1 s, f 1ui t and vegatables. 

{Sc enes- Bi1d 3ungalow- nuthatch oomes in f1om ioof o 

Roof of house 1emoved- five young nuthatches showing. 
Roof x eplaoed~ Old bi1ds b1ing in wo1ms. Young 
muth&tohes in hanu , etc .) · 

OctobeI 10, 1~33 
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