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FAIHY OH.1 Tf!g FLOtr;ERS (Hummingbi1d) 
Ol 

Tiniest Soul in Feathe1s 
by 

William L. Finley 

Lft <J µ W-y. 
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A lung time aeo.a t1ibe of Indians lived in a fe1tile 
valley below the e1eat mountain they called God. · With supe1-
stitious 1eve1ence the 1ed men watched the changins moods of 
the· .fAllunta.in that hu1led its shafts of lightening and bolts of 
th~nde1, that ke2t the clouds swi1ling about its summit 01 gave 
them the winds, the Iain and the snow. 

Scenes- Two views of sno'Y\-capped mountain. 

The .fo1ests at its base abounded in game and fu::.-~bea.1ing 
animals, and fuznished them food and clothes. The mountain 
pou1eo f1om its gla.cie:rs the 1oa1ine 1ive1s that gave . them fish. 

Scenes- !1.tOuntain and fo :r:est in foI eg1ound, and wate1falL 

The Indian child1en played. at the edge of tho fo1est. 
The snows of v .. intex melted in the ST>ting. Then crune the flowe1s, 
It was the custom to watch fo1 fai?ies when the meadows we1e 
full of colo1. · 

Scene- Gene1al view of flowe1s and snow ~atches, nea1e1 
views of flo~e1s. 

The fai1y of the Indian child1en was mo1e like a little 
shootin~ sta:r;. It •')O::;>ped f1om the oa:r:th like a b1illia.ntly 
oolo1ed blossom, o:i: it d1opped fxom the sky like the flying 
fleck f1 om a Iainbow. It hove1ed a:t a. flowe1, and v;as gone. 

Scene- Hurnrrilngbi:r d at flowe:r. 

'Ehis was no :regulaI bi1d lil<e a c1ow 01 an ear;le. It 
was too tiny. ~'he wines dissolved into a mist. It moved so 
fast no Indian child could find it, o:r: it hune suspended in 
mid-ail like a t:tiok of magic • . 

Scene- Rummingb1xd lie;htine on limb. 

Then _one day a long time afte1wa1d came n natu1u.list/· 
who saw the Indian fai1y of the flowe1 s. Because of its bu,z-
zing sound, he named it hurnmingbi:i:d. And he began to un1avel 
the sto1y of its life. Had this midget st1ayed away from the 
t102ics and gotten lost? How oould it build its nest and feed 
its young with a bill like a needle? What was its mission in 
life? 

Scene- nea.1-up of hunmingbizd on limb. 

To begin with. the hummingbizd helones to the most xe-
mazkable bird family in the ~01ld. It is found onl~ on the 
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Ameiican continents and is the tiniest soul in feuthexs. 

Scene- Humrningbil:d on s::>iiaea bush. 

At times the Indian childien couldn't distinguish the 
diff'.elence between two visitOIS amone the flowe1s. The sphinx 
01 hummingbi1d-moth is about the same size. When the wines 
we1e moving it wae ha:rn to tell at a. glance that one was an 
insect and the ot~eI a bi1d. 

ScA.nr~- Sphin.."'i moth at flowe1. 

In its love :fox flowex s," the hurmningbird is like the 
bee. In its bxillianoy of 00101, it is like somo delicate but-
te1fly that lights on a blossom to gathe1 a ninnex of sweets. 

Scene- Yellow 01 swallow-tailed butte:rfly. 

The home of the humroincrbi1d is ·ve:xy difficult to find. 
It is like hunting fo1 a needle in a haystack. ':i:he best way is 
to takB a bunch .of keen-eyed boys a...~d txy to follow the biid 
when it has collected food and is Ietuxning to its nest. 

Saene- 3oys looking up into t:tee. 

If the nest is hieh up, 1. he onl~' chance fo1 a photo-
g1aph is to haul the camexa into the txee-top and tie it to a 
nea1by b1a.nch if one is ava.flahle. 

8ee1'le- Bmys in tiee hauling Ul) came1a. 

The hummingbi1d is an expext nest buildei. She uses 
spide1webs to tie the foundation to a limb. then weaves in moss 

· and fibe1 s with hGI slemi.ex bill • lining the inside with 
feathe1s and cotton. 

Scene- Hest and eggs of hmamingbizd. 
\ 

The motheI is no bigge1 than a minute. He? thioat is 
jewelled and i11idescent. The1e axe five hund1ed diffe1emt 
species of hummingbi:tds in Uo1th and South Ame:xica. They aze 
mo1e b1illiant in plumage than any othoI bi1d. Although as-
sociated wl t:r~ the t101jios. the so tiny bi Ids nest as fax no1 th 
as Alaska .and Labrador. 

Scenes-- Hummingbi1d on nest, nest and eees, bi1d on nest. 

Here is the tiny cup of a. hmmningbi1d balanced and built 
as if it we1e a paxt of the sycamoxe limb, and made enti1oly of 
tha yellow down fI om the sycamore leaves so 1 t matches the au1--
1 oundings Jeife-otly. 

Se enc s- B-oys looking into bush, nest side view. 

The og~s aie the size of little white beans. 
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So~ne- Looking down in hUHl!.'lingbiid nest, hand showing 
below. 

This home of the hummingbi:rd was saddled on the bzanch of 
a.n ash txee. The limbs we1e cove1od with gxeen lichens so the 
bi1d with an eye towax ci matohi,ig th,e su:t:i:oundines, also made 
ho1 nest of e1oen moss and shineled its sides with lichens~ 

Scene- Nest on b1anch of. ash txee. 

By building a blind and hiding with the oameza inside, 
the natuui.list discoveied thA sec1ets in the home life of thi.s 
little fai1y of tho flvwe1s as he watched. foz days with the 
nest and mothe:r within thiee faet. 

Scene- Hurnmingbi:rd on ·ect.gB of nest attending to you:a.g 
and settling hexself in the little cup. 

At this time the humroingbi1d twins wexe but a few days 
out of the ee;gs. 1ihan the mothe:t was away hunting one da.y, they 
we1e ta.ken out fo1 a moment and hela in the hand, then quickly 
zeplaced. ~he~ vrn:i:e naked, blind and helnless, and looked mo1e 
like little bues than bi1ds. 

Scenes- Humrriingbi1ds a few days old held in hand, a.nd 
close-up view. 

The humminsbi! d difffH s fl om all othel bi1ds in its 
method o:f flight und mfu1ne1 of feeding. The main pa1t of 1 ts 
menu is animal matte1 imd not necta1 :f:rom the flowe:i:s, as most 
people think. 'Je see it pzobin;; the blossoms to got the sweets, 
but if we we1e to look rno:i:e closely we should. sae the humming-
bixd picking up mun~ little insects tha.t live ahout the flowexs 
a.nd on the leaves. 

Scenes- View of flowe1s followed by humr1ingbizd feeding 
at floweis. o 

She colleo,ts he1 bi ts of food which she swallows and then 
1etu1ning home, she :feeds the child:ren by 1egu1gitation, pumping 
the pie-digested meal f1om h~I stomach into theizs. 

Seen.es- Nest and youne hummingbi1ds two weeks old, mothe1 
lights on nest edge . 

. At this age, dinne1 time looked like the muxde1 of the 
infants. She b1aoed he1 tail aeainst the edge of the nest, dzew 
heI long, dagge1-11ke bill stzait:;ht: up and plunged it down the 
baby's mouth to the hilt as if she wexe stabbine them to dea+ih. 
She gave them sevezal injections. 

Soen~- Swne nest ns above, mothox feedin~. 

Anothe1 neazby nest was tied to the needles on the end 
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o:f a. fiI limb. Ea.oh time the mothe'.I fed he1 young, it looked 
as if she WtHO pun\)tu1ing them to the toes. T~'1ey we1e not 
bloody, howeve:t, as this was theiI accustomed method of getting 
the iI dinneI. 

Scene- nest on fi:t b1anoh, VJ.Othe1 feeding· younc. 

The J'OUng hmmningbi:i:d is not lil-:ely to :tall out of the 
nest as some young bi1ds do. These little fellows piaotice 
many times a. day, p1eening theiI feathexs and buzzing theiI 
wings, holding on with theiI toes to keep them f1om Iising until 
the day comes when fully fledged they shoot u~>wa1d like little 
meteo1 s. 

Scene- Young p1aeninr; and p:ta.cticing on nest. 

so, befo1e yo.ung hummingbi1ds leave horae, it looks like 
a full ho~se. It is neazly th1ee weeks f1om ere-hood to full 
feath01 s. ThnJ ::.i.I e almost as l~uge a8 the no tho I. She was 
ne1vous about having the ouroexa so neat hex home. 

Scone- T11vo neu.Il;i g:i:ovm young ln nest, M.othe:i: liehting 
and f eedlng .. 

B~ this time the twins a1e !ea.d~, to b:reak home ties, but 
as long as they are having twentJ meals a day, why leave home? I 
ls a habl t in hmnrninghiid far:iilios fo:r: the male bi:rd IlcVeI to 
come nea:r the nest. He neve? helps build the home, incubate 01 
.feed the young. It is always tho case of a wid:rw with twins. 

Scone- Nea1 e1 view huri::JinsbiI d and younc. 

The next mo1nine, the r'1othe1 1~fus={1. to fu:i:nish b:teakfa.st 
uatil one younB bi1d was so hung1y that he buzzed to a neazby 
limb. 

Scenes- Young bizd on limb, one in nest; nea.1-up of 
otheI in nest. 

The time to make fxiemls with bi Ida is when they a1e 
sta1ting out in the wo1ld. It is not difficult to tamo the 
wildest bi Ids if one is quiet and does not mal- e sudden noi set! 
01 a1ovamants~ The notr.e1 is su1e to bI ing food to he:r young 
whe1eve1 they axe. At fi1st she eave them lunch on the fly. 

Scenes- Huromingbi1d on child's hand; mothex lighting 
on b1a.noh and feeding. 

A bi:i:d in the hand is .always wo1th moxe than one -in the 
bush, ea~eai~lly if it is a live bi1d. ~e had finally solved 
the mission of the hummingbi1d's life. As she p1obes the flow-
e1s fo1 food, the pollen sifts oveI he1 head and she oa11iea 
it to the heazt of the next flowe1. In this way she is an in-
poxtant faotox in natuxe fox fextilizing plants. 

Scenes- Young bi1ds on limb, womatl behind; mothe1 fead-
ing on wing; close-u1> young on hand. 
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