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An Alpine elacie1 which is fo1med- fl om compacted ~~now. 
high ~n the side of a mountain moves slowly downwa1d ·until it, 
melts in the lowe1 altitude. At the end 01 snout of the glaeiSl:"'° 
the melting ice fo1ms a 1ive1. He1e a1e g1eat boulde1s that -~ ' 
have been ca11ied down on the moving ice and finally deposited 
in the bed of the st1eam. 

Sc fme- Snout of the glacie1 whe1e the 1ive1 begins. 

As the slow-moving mass of ice comes do~n the moun- . 
tain side, if the 9ed of the glacie1 is even, the su1face of tre 
ice above is a sloping field. In places whe1e the ice rasses 
ove1 a p1ominence the su1face cx~cks and fissu1es axe fo1med. 

Scene~ ~ ~~ield in fo1eg1ound 1 c1avasses back. 

C1evasses are often fifty 01 a hund1ed feet deep and 
twenty 01 thi1ty feet wide at the ~op. 

Scene- Nea1e1 view of c1evasse. 

The glacie1 coming down the side of the mountain is 
usually so bzoken up with deep clacks that it Makes tzavel ex-
t1emely diffioult. 

Scene- B1oken su1 face of glacie1. ~hxee men following 
along edge of cievasse. 

Some glacie1s ~ill vast basins and axe fed bJ ice 
st1eams coming f1om the high mountains sm:1oundine. A tideline 
glacie1 is one which 1eaches the sea and foims a sea cliff fiom 
which ioebe1gs axe continually b1eakint off and d10pping into the 
wate1. 

Mui I Glaci ex at the no 1th ~ of Glacie 1 Ba~/ in Alaska 
was <iiacove1ed in 1879 by John Muix . It is one of the laigest 
tideline glaciexs in the wo1ld. Appxd>aohing the ent:xance of. 
Mui1 Inlet, one gene:xally finds it bloo•ed with floating ice • 

. Scene- Yacht Westwa1d in distance among ioebexgs. 

Some of the floating be1es that had b1oken off f1om 
the face of Mui1 Glacial we1e a hund1ed 01 moxe feet l'1ng. A 
floating icebe1g is about one-thi1d out of the wate1 and two-
thi:tds bu1ied unde1 the su1face. 

Scene- Close-up view of ioebe1g f1om ~aaht . Distant 
vi6W of yacht coming out f:xom behind beze. 

It was like neaiing the No1th Pole, as the boat had to 
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push its way slowly among the smallBI chunks of ice and avoid 
the la1ge1 icebexgs. 

Scene- ..People on yacht and views of floating io..,. 

The fa.co of Mui:t Glacie? 1ises th:ree hund1ed feet 
above the sux face of tho watm , and the measurements made by 
John Huix showed that the ioa extended down unde:i:neath the watet 
seven hund1ed feet to bed1ook.. So if one could see the whole 
faoe ox snout of the glaoiex it would b~ a wall of ice a thousand 
feet thiok. · 

Scene- Distant view of face of Glaciex. 

Luok ~layed in the hands Qf the photog~aphe1s. AfteI 
save1al cold, 1ainy days no be1gs wexe b1eaklng off. Then when 
the sun came out the weathe1 wa1med a bit. e wexe about a mile 
fI om the ice cliff of the 2la.ciex when a c1 a.ck a:ppea1ed in its 
face and a gigantic bexg slipped off int0 the sea. 

Scene- Continuation of above view showing g1eat splash. 

It was da.ngezous fo1 a boat to get close to the face 
of the Glaoie1, but with long lenses we could b1ing the GlacieI 
closex to us. 

Scene- Nea1 view of face of Glaciex. 

Watchin8 the face of the mile-wide Glaoia1.moccasion-
aily an ioe pinnacle two OI thxee hund1ed feet high would be-

· gin to topple ova1. It seemed almost as if we we1e in a night-
ma1e. Then the ioebe1e sank in the boilfng waves. 

Scene- Pinnacle toppling oveI with splash. 

Then the oame1a man was hauled up to the masthead to 
txy some views with the long lens. As the [peat blocks of ice 
hundteds of tons in weight bioke away and hit the sea eaoh was 
followed by a g1eat boom like that of a t1amendous cannon~ 

Scene- Finlay hauled to top of mast and view of ice 
cliff f1om masthead. 

The next big bezg that b1oke away and plunged down-
waxd made a snlash as hiBh as the wall itself. Then a gxeat 
tidal w~ve sta:xtedtowa:xd the b•)at.. Fo:rt.ttnately it played out 
in the mass of floating be1es between the base ot the cliff and 
the yacht. lt teaches us in long, Iolling swells, mak-ing it 
too unsteady to photogxaph f~om the masthead. 

Seen~- Finley on masthead and view showing splash of 
big icebe1g. 

Aftex that, we photoe1aphe(l f1om the deck of the 
IO~ling boat. Eaoh beig that bxoke off was followed by an 
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avalanche of smallex be1sa. One explosion seemed to set off 
aevexal moxe with a continuous thundexous 1oa1 as if one we1e 
in the niidst of a batte1y of exploding cannons. 

Scenee- Cascade of falling be1gs. Cameza moving up 
anddown with the boat. 

The weieht of the falling ice. the thundezous shooks, 
and the plunging watexs oxacked the face of the Glacie1 and in 
an hou1 the whole appea1ance of the ice cliff had changed, 
showing how Iapidly Hui1 Glacie1 bleaks at tideline. When a 
be1g d1ops :f1om the top, it plunges deep undexneath, then bu1sts 
back up like an exploding geyse1. Then it iolls and balances 
itself. 

Scene- Be1gs boiline up at the base of the Glacie1. 

The ice melts mo1e Iapidly in the ai1. Undezneath 
the wate1, the bed1ook ice of ltuix Glaoio1 shelves out at the 
bottom of Kui1 Inlet fox pexhaps two 01 thxee miles. In otheI 
wo1ds, the compact ice undezneath the suzfaoe has not b1oken 
away. Suddenly a be1g popped up a few ya:r:ds f1om the yacht. 
It was a mile away fzom the ice ol1ff. Until then we did not 
xealize the dangeI. If the be1g had come up unde1neath the 
boat, we su1ely would have been w1eoked. On account of these 
dangexs, the la1ge1 touxist boats do not go anywhe1e nea1 the 
face of the GlacieI. 

Scene- Be1g at side of yacht, showing men on be1g. 

The "'oxld is in a wa1me1 state and not so mnch snow 
is falling in the mounatins, and not so much ice fo1ming. 
Muit GlacieI fills a t:r:emenduous basin of about th1ee hundxed 
and fifty squa1e mil~s. %1 ~he ice is 1eceding faste1 than it 
slips down fxom the mountain, so Mui1 Glacie1 is 1et1eating 
01 1eceding and has sho1tened itself about five miles in the 
past fifteen yea1s. 
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