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: An Alpine glaciex which is foimed fiom compacted
high gn the side of a mountain moves slowly downwaid until i%
melts in the lowexr sltitude. At the end oxr snout of the gla§i<
the melting ice forms a r1ivexr. Here are great bouldexs that
have been caxried down on the moving ice and finally dapositeﬁ
in the bed of the stream.

>

Scene- Snout of the glaciexr where the river begins.

As the slow-movxng mass of ice comes down the moun-
tain side, if the bed of the glaciexr is even, the surface of the
ice above is a sloning field. In places where the ice 1a sses
ovexr & niominence the surface oxacks and fissures are formed.

Seene=- field in ?ozegzound. crevasses back. j
Cxevasses are often fifty or a hundred feet deep and
twenty ox thixty feet wide at the top.

Scene- Nealxer view of crevasse.

The glaciex coming down the side of the mountain is
usually so broken up with deep czacks that it makes travel ex-
tremely difficult.

Scene- Broken surface of glacier. Thiree men following
along edge of cievasse.

Some glaciexs fill vast bhasins and are fed by ice
stzeams coming fiom the high mountains surrounding. A ftideline

~ glacier is one which reaches the sea and forms a sea cliff from

which lcebeirgs are continually breaking off and dropping into the
water.

Muliz Glaciex at the noith eld of Glacier Bay in Alasks
was discovered in 1879 by John Muix. It is one of the laxgest
tideline glaciers in the woxld. Appidaching the entiance of
Muixr Inlet, one genexrally finds it blocked with floating ics.

- Scene- Yacht Westward in distance among icebergs.

. Some of the floating bexgs that had broken off from

the face of Huixi Glaciexr were a hundied or more feet long. A

floating icebexrg is about one-thirxd out of the watexr and two-
- thirds buried undex the suxface.

Scene- Close-up view of iceberg from yacht. Distant
visw of yacht coming out from behind bezg.

It was like nearing the Noxth Pole, as the boat had to
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push its way slowly among the smaller chunks of ice and avold
the laxger icebexgse.

Scene~ People on yacht and views of floating ice.

The face of Muix Glaciexr xises three hundred feet
above the suxface of the wat®xr, and the measurements made by
John Muixr showed that the ice extended down undeineath the wmatex
seven hundred feet to bhedroeck. So if one could see the whole :
face o1r snout of the glaolex it would be a wall of ice a thousand
feet thick.

Scene~ Distant view of face of Glacier.

- ILuek »nlayed in the hands of the photographers. Aftex
several cold, rainy days no hergs were breaking off. Then when
the sun came out the weathexr waimed a hit. We were sbout a mile
from the ice ¢liff of the Blaciexr when s crack appeazed in its
face and a gigantic beig slinped off into the sea.

Scene- Ccntinuation of above view showing great splaah.

It was dangerous fox & hoat to get close to the faoe
of the Glaciex, but with long lenses we could bring the Glaciez
closexr to us.

Secene~ Hear view of face of Glaciez.

g

= Watching the face of the mile-wide Glaciex,moccasion-

ly an ice pinnacle two ox thiee hundied feet high wauld be-~
gin to tonple over. It seemed almost as if we were in a night-
mare. Then the iceberg sank in the boiling waves.

Seene- Pinnacle toppling ove:r with spdash.

Then the camexa man was hauled up to the masthead to
t1y some views with the long lens. As the great blocks of ice
hundreds of tons in weight broke away and hit the sea each was
followed by a great boom like that of a tremendous cannon.

- Seene- Pinley hauled to top of mast and view of ice
cliff from masthead.

The next big herg that broke away and plunged down-
waxd made a splash as high as the wall itself. Then a great
tidal wave startedtoward the boat. Fortunately it played out
in the mass of floating bexgs between the base of the cliff and
~ the yacht. It 1eaches us in long, z0lling swells. making it
vtoo unsteady %o nhctogzanh fnom the masthead.

Seene- Finley on masthead and view showing splash of
big icebexg.

After that, we photograrvhed fiom the deck of the
10lling hoat. Each berg that broke off was followed by an

i
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avalanche of smaller bergs. One explosion seemed to set off
several more with a continuous thundezous ro0ar as if one were
in the nidst of a battery of exploding cannons.

Scenes- Cascade of falling bexgs. Ceamera moving up
- anddown with the hoat.

The weight of the falling ice, the thundexzous shocks,
and the plunging watexs cracked the face of the Glaciex and in
an hour the whole appeaxance of the ice cliff had changed,
showing how zapidly Muizx Clacier breaks at tideline. Vhen a
berg dirops fiom the top, it plunges deep undexneath, then bursts
haoklup like an exploding geysexr. Then it r0lls and balances
itself. : '

Scene- Beigs boiling up at the base of the Glaciex.

, The ice melts more xapidly in the air. Undexneath
the watexr, the bedrock ice of Muix Glacier shelves out at the
bottom of Muix Inlet for pexhaps two ox thiee miles. In othex
words, the compact ice undeineath the surface has not broken
away. Suddenly a berg popped up a few yards from the yacht.
It was a mile away fiom the ice c¢liff, Until then we did not

tealize the danger. If the bhexg had come up undexneath the
boat, we surely would have been wiecked. On account of these
dangexs, the laxgex touxist boats do not go anywhere near the
face of the Glaciex.

Scene~ Berg at side of yacht, showing men on beig.

The woxld is in a warmex state and not so much snow
is falling in -the mounatins, and not sc much ice forming.
Muit Glaciex fills a tiemenduous basin of about three hundred
_and fifty squaie miles. X The ice is 1eceding fastexr than it
slips down fiom the mountain, so Muix Glaciex is 1etlaating
01 1eceding and has shortened itself about five miles in the
past fifteen yeazs.
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