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Computer Registration Sucks

_ Oregon State University is current-
ly planning to insbtitute a plan for
computer registration beginning next _
fall term. While we are not question=
ing the theory of instituting computer
programming on this campus, the pro-
gram presented as of this date does

not accomplish its purpose of simpli-
Tying registration nor does it allow
the individual student a greater
opportunity to receive the schedule

he desires..

One of the benefits of this com—
puter registration was originally
stated as giving a complete course
demand program of all courses at OSU.
This ‘requires that cards be avecilable
at the class tables for everyone and
anyecne desiring any course listed in
*he class schedule, If anyone con-—
celveably can register for any course,
the computer registration Program will
complicate, rather than simplifv, the
aduinistrator's job in that he will
be required to hand out two to ten
times as many class cards as there is
room .» ths course. The administra-—.
©lon is bound to classify these
ropular courses (almost invariebly

pcpular because of the professc: and
not the subject matter) as exceptions

and adopt pre-registration methods for
Solving course limitation requi re-
ments. However, this completely
negates the premise that all courses
will be included in the course “emand
program and therefore the schedule

of classes will be invalid.

One aspect of the proposed COmpu-~ -
ter registration program that should
concern every member of the student
body is the fact that thére is no
availlability for the student tospecify
which professor he desires in any but
single section classes. In other
words, freshmen enrolling in English
composition will be programmed into
a-time slot by the computer--that
stdent will have no way to influence
wiich professor he receives. This
arpitrary procedure will apply to
every multi-sectioned class.

Under: the present systemn,
Silow and painful, there is some choice
of instruckor, whereas under the com—
Cvoer registration there is no choice-
fvaiiable. Students-should be ruaran-

Tae right to preliminary selection

taed

¢l their professors, whether in practice

the, receive that choice or not.
Obviously, all the students cannot be
inlly satisfied in their desire of
proressor preference, but efforts _
should be undertakewn NOW by the admini-
stration to work out a human program
for the computer, 'The administrationts
computer programmers must cperace

from the premises of humanistic re-
Quivements and the compucer must

Serve man's needs. If this is .ot
rossible because of machine Iimitation

admittedly

or programmer limitation, then the
computer rust not be used at all.

In order that you, the student,
may see the program planned for
next fall term, we are printing an
itemized statement of the computer
registration procedure..

1. A schedule of classes will
be made available to all students
in similar form to the present
schedule. This is to allow the
student to select a successful indi-
vidual schedule, such that fwo single
Section courses meeting a t the same
hour on the same day will not be
accidentally selected. This program
will be entered on a "Course Reguest
Card (CRC).

2. The CRC will be submitted
to the student's advisor and the
school dean for approval, as is
presently done with the trial study
form. The CRC will indicate the
student's name, the course letter,
and number code only (such as Ec.
201, Wr. 303, etc.). There is no
provision for course time or prof-
essor preference on the CRC.

3. Students will go .to "section-
ing tables" -(a meaningless term
since the student has no choice of
Section in multiple section cour ses ):
to get their class cards. The '
packet of cards will be handed over
to a collection desk when leaving ,
Gill Coliseum. A1l of the student .
body will register the first day
and all cards will be available to
the computer center for‘processing

on the first evening,

L. The computer center will.
brocess all the course cards to
give a printout to each school as
to how many students desire each
class offered in the schedule of .
classes. The department heads and.
deans will then decide which. courses
need more sections and what ceilings
to put on single section courses.

2. The dean's decisions are
sent back to the computer center for
implimentation in determining indi-
vidual student class programs. The
order of processing, and thus who
gets first choice of classes, will
be determined on the basis of Seniors
first, with the ‘remainder of the
students considered according to the
alphabetic "permit to registert
schedule on the back of the schedule
of classes. If a course does not
fit a student’s time program, the
computer will.alter that student's
Program by moving a multiple section-
ed course to another time slot and
then trying to £it the course that
previously conflicted into your pro-
gram. The computer will (cont'd,)



Computer Reg. Sucks (cont‘d ) ‘{f

try. this r.ethod ra ndomly 5000 tlmes,

and if.mno solutlon is posSible,in that
many trles,‘lt will reject, the, student's,
entire, program and proceed td the next
student. After the student receives
hls.programsthe next day, ‘he will have
to work out his schedule by the - ”manual”
method so familiar to. the ‘cémpus now,
the samer method whlch we have béen .
assured this computer programmed regi-
Stration was going to eliminate, In

the 5000 tries of. the computer to work
out a schedule, the multi-sectioned
courises. will. be shuffled randomly-to.
achieve a non-conflicting schedule..

The final schedule presented to the
student -could conceiveably be drasti-
cally different from the program de-. .
sired. by thqt student. '

6', -, When '1]1 strdotrt prograums are
procassed, individual student schedules
will be Uz:nted dut witl itemiszed bills
These schedule/bllls will be distri-
buted the second day of registration”
at various distribution 001nts, where
fees are collected.

The program presented above obV1ously
caters. to the deslres of: the people
irvolved in running reglstratlon, with
little or no. attention to the needs of
the students. We must oppose the
present system and. demand that either
a plean he presented which refledts
human . concerns or the idea of computer
reglstrutlon at 0SU -be dlsocrded as .
inhumene énd-mérely enother uttempt
by this. admlnlstratlon to control i
student decisions.

The American Renaissunce Symposium Exd sts

I think; therefore, I am.
I am; therefore, I exist.

;- =w=llescartes

The Anerlcan Renaissance Symposium
will take place April 25, 26 and 27.
The Ameriean Renaissance Symposium
and the sponsoring organizations exist
and are functioning. The committee
would like to-clear the air of some
of the misconceptions surrounding the
symposium. -

Yesterday, the Student Activities
Committee . (composed of-eight’ students.
and ten faculty and administrators);:
refused recogrition of the: Pprogram out—
lined . by the Syrniposium: Commlttee on the
following grounds S

1. laCk of organizatlon
17 Re fear of reprisals.of state

legislators in the form of reduced
funding for -universities = .

3. fear of riots- o whutever. .

The grounds upon whloh the oonmlttﬁe
refused recognition are both illogical
and unreasonable. In the first place,
the Symposium Committee has been func-
tioning since approximately the middle

0f last terms:

‘.1gnoranoe.g
. has neorright to- determlne what! can-

;terrupted schédile: of events,

It -hgs made arrange—-ﬁ
ments :ifor fundlng,,speakers, and. 1
facilities. ~Apparently;:however,

the mere: fuot ‘that an: organlzatlon'fi
-+does not. feel the Activities. Conmithee

should dictate:to.them is ground - -
enough for-the Activities GCommittee-

to ignore the organizagionts 1ntegr1ty,
ability to organlze . and -responsi-
bility. c DR .

Seoondly,dthe OregonvStatefBoard
of Higher Education has adopted a
statement which says basically 'that

universities are institutions establ-
.- ished for the pursuit of intellectual
eactivities-without the. fear of re-=i-
‘prisals from within or, without the .
.Aunlver81ty communlty.-

‘This position:
must bé.maintained.: This. pursuit oi
learning is the only legltlmate '

purpose .of. the university and: until

the le>1<1ature understands..its = s
rosition, the: 3nstntwrions of higher:
learning in® the state of Oregon will:
continue.to be - shaodled by fears and:
The state legisltature:

and cannot: be- discussed on a-uni-
Versity canpus. LWe must- educate
that - leﬁlslature t0o:1ts role' tcst

,cuses cgnnot be avorded Do ;wi

As to the fear of unueslrable ’
actions as a result of the- sympos1um,

-~ .Bhis 1s & paradigm example of pre= .-

01sely the type .of ‘igrnorance and B
fear.the: symposium was de81ﬁned to
alleVLate.; The speakers’ have been
invited to.Oregon State" nmotito. incite
riots; but to enlighten through. in=.
tellectuwl discussions. (repeat::
1ntellcctual educational) members:

of this purtlculur institution. Im
addition, there is no way of predlct-

- ANg. what will be the results of -any

activity-~be. it "Greek. leek, Centennial
Lectures, or: the sAmerican FEenaissance

r

CSymposium.. bois i i

The commlttee, in trylng to
allay thesé fears and in: trying to

-~ s-coopérate through established organi—

zational: procedures, mage numerous
concessions~=i.e,:ithe program was "

cut fromn-four: ‘days to two so that

it wouwlid riotiinterfere with classes:
and: sO that' there would be an .unin—
leavs

ing rio-free time for riots. Also,-~

- the numbeér of principal. speckers wWa s
“Cut wfirom nine:toséwven: and the.de81red
- [budget . was ireduced.

“The : committee
preomised: to operate withins estdbllshed
procedural boundaries; - ir 0 T .
R LI S
The Aot1v1t1es Committee regected
the Symposium, but itidid say that
it would. be willing:.to reconsider .
if eertain: condltLons were metiy
Renaissance. ‘Committes was in- full
aceord with all but:twoiof the’ pro-
posed conditionsgy Firstythere iwas ™
a=provigion:for thet estubllshment of.
& commithee. Yo be composediof repre=
sentatives from: sponsorlng'organlza~
tions, the status or *..:{contld. o

The



Symposiun which is,

~ovm choosing.

function of which was not made clear.
In fact, such a committee exists in
the’ form of thHe American Renaissance
Symp031um Committee, which is made up

_of represcntatives from each sponsorlng

“organizetion and will include more
members at such time as committments

. are made .by other organizations. It

“seems that the Lctivities Committee
wants to define for the Renalssa_
Committee which members would be

~acceptable,

The secono'condition found un-

acceptable was that the sympositm must
“be carried out Tover a period of time.
- The ‘iperiod of time¥ mentioned was not
made specific,
does cover a period of time--two .days.

‘The “implied intent of the Activities

‘Committee in this" area was quite clearly

an exterded period of time, riore than

e weef'“‘bu(h a modification

effectlvely debtroys the concept of a
by definition,
ot &
These people have seemingly failed to
grasp the fact that what the symposium
ig de819ned to present is an overview
of "an integrated cultural movement.
This overview cannot ‘be Qccompllshed
through piecemeal’ presentations. The
Activities Committee is, in effect,
attempting .to regiment and reotrlct
the presentatlon of a way of life

: founded upon a rejection of regimenta-
tion and restriction. nlthough not

a direct, or perhaps. even consc¢ious,
attempt" et censorshlp, the c~::tlons_:l
last night are a more subtle and .
poss1bly ‘more dﬂn“erous form of te-
striction*on the efforts of students
who want' to become 1nvoived 1n thelr
own educqtlon.

N

‘The follow1n" is pqrt of tbe ‘docu~—

ment on "Student Rir hts Freedoms
*and Re spoms1b111t1es~’accebted by
Student Senaté last week and currently
before Faculty Senate. ’

_?Studehts
invite and to’

shall be allowed to

heér any person of their
While the orderly
scheduling of facilities nay. reoulre
the observwncexof rbutlne Procedures
before a guest speaker.is invited to
appear on campus, institutional con-
trol of campus fu0111t1es shall never
be used:as a device ‘of . censorship. .

It:shall be made clear to the academic

and larger. community that sponsorship

Bf 'guest” speakers does not necessarily .

1mply endorsement of the- views ex-
'pressed, either by ‘the sponsoring.
group or the institution.®

It seens tnat the nct1v1t1es
Committee does not believe that
student s shall be allowed to invite
and hear any person of their own '
choos1n~ " Or could it be that the .

Commlttee belleves it is the sole

judge in such matters; that it alone
c¢an read the ninds of" students that

+t is the suprene. belne of educatlon

on thls camous9

Y
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Obviously, .the schedule

maltiple- week series of lectules.

. of rémoval of -an’ athlete's or

“or any. other forii of coerc1on as a-

Here

: 'No person should use the threa
any *
otner student®s grert or scholar-:
ship; or suspension -from™l:is pertic-
ipetion -on.teams or other- groeups,

s means of for01n~ behavior on an

i

.C\thl te .

been token which ara

- to George Cerr,

~but it remains to be seen
the Comnission

~”re:oresentinﬁ

(tue reviséd administrat-
ive 1roposel uoproved by raculty

;Senate)

Alreedyvthis tgrm, acticns have
in direct
violation of thz above:statements, °
sndrew [Hill, . OSU basketbeller, was®
brrred from the court by coach =~
Valenti and told not~to'return until
he hed cut "iis hair. '‘Bryce luddles<
ton, vdrolty football player, was
tolo to leave spring prectice and
verned ot ite return until he had
showved "#'s woustache. lccarding
B5SU President, -
these pgrtlculmr casas are in’ the,ﬁ[
process of being recomménded to .
the I'resident's Commission on uman"
Lizghts and Liesponsibilities.

We neve been told thiat this
Cormiission w1ll settle such motters
whethe
will aet’on its in-
individuels involved
tnell‘ceses to the
"proper ohgnnels it HOpoLull the

tentions. The

CHproper chcnnels“*w1ll prove res—

pensive to student''needs.,’ thereby
eliminatin:s the’ necessity for ¢ .
recurrence of last term™s: dlsruptlon.

“

BN

T do, not think; thierefore, I

am note.
~ I am'not; therefore, I do not
) : exist,'

. Student Senate

,'ndmlnlstratorY
ingenious,

B chﬂnnels fester then the tlde

~Your comouter'is

=and Drocesses fester than -an qrmy,

but it has one defect:.
it needs a technlclen.

Admwnlstrctor’
usoful . -

it can learn- end 1t can m1m10, el

‘but. it too. has. one defect

it can think.

A.student is. very




