
ROOSEVELT SEES FINLEY PICTURES 

WILLIAM l. F INLEY . S c. 0.. 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT heard about the 
unusual mot ion pictures which William L. Fin-

ley of Oregon presented to the 21st American 
Game Conference, and the contrasting wildlife 
conditions they illustrate so graphically in the 
W est today as against twenty years ago. 

Mr. Finley w as invited to the White H ou sl' t o 
give the President and his guest s a private showing 
on February 4. 

The changes, which have weighed so heavily against our wildlife 
resources in the W est , due in large measure to lack of federal plan-
ning and coordinat ion, as portrayed by these pictures are m osi: 

-. - Anierican Game Bulletin. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHING'fQN, D. C, 

Mr . William L. Finley, 
R. F . D. 10 , Portland, Oregon. 

Dear Mr . Finley: 

February 27, 1935. 

I want to t hank you for the tremendous stimul us 
you are giving to wildl ife conservation through the 
agency of your moving pictures and lectures. 

You, more than anyone el se I know, have suc-
ceeded in dramatizing one of the most interesting 
and valuable elements of our North American conti -
nent, namely wi l dl ife, its needs and the threat to 
its existence . 

Your recent voluntary contribution of an 
evening out of your busy schedule to show the 
pictures and give your talk on them at the White 
House I beli eve was one of the most practical steps 
toward t he promotion of a national wi l dl ife progr am 
we could have possibly had . 

Yours very truly, 

J . N. DARLING, 
Chief . 

THE FINLEY MOVIES 

One recent evening after d i nner at the 
Wh i te House, President Roosevelt sat for a n 
hour l ook i ng· at n1oving pictur er-; of the scenic 
magni ficence of the W est. Expla ining the 
p ictures, a.r.; they unfolded a thrilling· revie\\T, 
war-; V\7 il lian1 L. Finley, Oregon's noted na-
t uralist. Appreci a tively l ooking on was J. N. 
("Ding·") Darling, once a cartooniHt, no\v 
head of the United States biological survey. 

Question followed question on the Presi -
dent's part a s the Finl ey films clisclosecl the 
l\'.[a lh e ur n1 igratory waterfo,vl r eserve in Ore-
gon. When the natural ist commented that 
bird reservations shoul d b e c r eated in con-
n ecti o n with thP storage reservoil"S of f ec1eral 
reclamation projectR, the President suggested 
that Secretary Ickes of the interior depart-
ment and representati ves of the r eclamation 
bureau ought to see the picture. 

Brought to him visually by aid of the 
movies was t h t> probl em of h el ping salmon 
to pa:Js Bonne~~·:ne darn. 

N'ot by his pictures a lone, but by his inti-
mate sciPntific knowledge, William L. Finley 
i s p erforming a service of full national pro-
portions to the r egion "Where rolls the Ore-
gon." 

In entire agreen1ent is PreRident R oosevelt 
i n Naturalist F i nley's valuation of wild life 
and the great outdoors that should as much 
b e p laced upon a basis of sustained yield as 
the forests and the fields. 

-Editorial, The Journal , F eb. 24, Jn35. 

CONSERVING OUR 
NATIONAL RESOURCES 

N ecessity of adequat e fishways at Bonne-
ville dam t o protect the salmon industry of 
the Columbia river was u r ged !Jy William L. 
l '.i"'in!ey, Oreg·on naturaliRt and l ecturer , in an 
address given at the lunC'heon 1neeting of 
the Portland Chamber of Commerce mem-
b ers· forum at the Portland hotel. 

" rr h e huilcl ing of dan1B on the Colun1bia 
rive!' Is the ~~reatPst m enace to the salmon 
industry. They will ki ll the l ittle fish coming 
down and preven t fish getting up. The clams 
\vill n1ake a r-::erieR of ponds, suitable for 
such fish as hass, and probabl y will exterm-
inate the salnwn," Mr. l~in l ey said. "We are 
spend i ng $~0. 000,COO to produce J)Ower and to 
destroy a $200,000,000 industry." 

The Col um hia rive r is the n1ost in1portant 
salmon stream in the world, h e con1n1entec1. 

Beaver Protection Urged 
Mr. Finley spoke o f Jaek of coordination 

b etween government bureaus and activities .. 
The r ecl an1ation :-;ervice, h e said, interferes 
w i th protecti n o f wild b i rd and animal life. 
When the state l egislature passes a law re-
n1oving protection on b eaver, the state ls 
ser iously dan1age d. 

" The beaver dead is worth $10, while the 
b eav er alive is worth $300 i n val u e to the 
~tate," Mr. Finley said. He r elated the h abits 
of beaver i n n1aking· dan1s which store up 
the water ancl aid in irrigati ng the land. "It 
apJ)eals more to spend $20,000,000 on an irri-
gation project than to con serve the water 
r esources that w e have," h e stat ed. 

-Oregonian, March 12, ln35. 
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