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SALEM, Ore.— Announcement
that work will begin on the Willa-
mette Valley Project this fall has
brought out objections to ‘parts of
the work included in the project.
Chief objection raised thus far is
to the construction of the seven
proposed dams on the Willamette
River and its tribuatries.

Dr. William L. Finley of Port-
land, nationally Known naturalist,
author and lecturer, has declared!
that construction of the dams will
back up the water in the McKenzie
and two Santiam rivers, prevent
the free movement of salmon and
“create “a biological desert of the
two most beautiful parts of the
State.”

“Either high or low dams need
greater study,” Dr. Finley said,
“and caution should be taken be-
fore more of the taxpayers’ money
is expended for this purpose.
Power production and irrigation
have legitimate purposes, but
should not be developed to the det-
riment of natural fish 'life, which
is of inestimable value as an in-
dustry and recreation. >

“The increased spending of Fed- |

eral funds has opened up the wild-
est campaign through this nation,
which is captained by local pres-
sure groups. The more the Gov-
ernment spends on local problems
the greater is the gain for shrewd
exploiters. They reap the harvest,
while the taxpayers take the loss.”

‘Several other persons have

voiced objections to the dams that
are included in the project, but‘
no steps have been taken, as \yet,
to have any or all of them re
moved from the program.

NOTED NAT@hALIST -
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William 7T¢. Finley, natitglglly‘
known naturalist, will be the
§peaker at the Lions club meet-
Ing Thursday noon, June 8. Fin-
ley’s writings and works are well
known to the beople of this state
where he makes his home and
has conducted so much of his
research and explorations, The
Subject of his talk before the
Lions will bpe “Woods, Water
and Wildlife,” and there is per-
haps no one more qualified to
bresent interesting and enter-
taining discussion on such topic.
Finley is vice-president of the
National Wildlife Federation, of
the Issac Walton League and of
the American Forestry Associa-
tion. He has been honored with
a degree of doctor of science.
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—William L. Finley, noted/natur-
alist, addressed an audience of
several hundrsd interested per-
sons at the regular Community
Forum meeting held here Thurs-
day evening. The subject of Mr.,
Finley’s address was “The Effect
of the Proposed Dam at Swesét

Finley prefaced the subject of
his talk by citing examples of
so called conservation that had
been misused instead of used. He
stated that conservation was use,

this statement were the drying up
of lakes, ponds and swamps in
the north central states which ulti-
mately resulted in the dust bowl.
This project was carried on to
make available more agricultural
lands, but as the years passed the
undertaking defeated its purpose.
Another example given was the
cutting of timber in order that
more agricultural lands could be
put to use—this too resulted in a

vantage.

In speaking of other government
projects being carried on, Mr, Fin-
ley stated that irrigation was not
to be criticized, but in damming |
the headwaters of rivers and di-|
verting the courses of . them, it
not only decreased the fishing in-
dustry, but the government was
paying from $150 to $200 per acre
to water the lands it was to bene-
fit as a result of the work done.
When the .Grand Coulee Dam is
completed at a cost of $400,000,000
the irrigation of each acre willl
cost from $200 to $300, asserted
Finley. The question then is “‘Has
this project done what it should =in;*
comparison with the amont ex-
pended,” he 's"ta’ted;. e

In speaking of the Willamette|
Valley Project for which $62,-
000,000 is asked, the speaker ques-
tioned the advisability of the pro-
bosed dam built at Sweet Home,
According to plans now made the,
dam would be constructed at the
west entrance of the city and;
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fast growing and -enterprising]
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gressing so rapidly. He asked if
there was proof that project wou d,
warrant so much destruction ‘
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SWEET HOME, June 11 (Sp
cia)—W. L. Finley, naturalist, ad-|
‘dressed the Sweet Home -commu-
nity forum at its regular meeting
Thursday. e
- Mr. Finley discussed the effec :
of the proposed dam at Sweet Home

. for the Willamette valley project on
* the surrounding area.

The site of the proposed dam to
be built at Sweet Home would be |
located at the west entrance of the

 city and the waters from the South
Santiam would completely £l

the towns of Sweet Home C
ter and the valley for several miles.
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