
\V,'hen the Army Engineers were 
allotted $300,000 to study and report 
the sit~iation along the Willamette 
River in Oregon, it was in accordance 1 

w:ch the Flcod Control Act of 1936, ' 
w\2r.:in if the federal government 
appropriated funds to carry out a ' 
P" ~ject the state or local interests 
shGuld also contribute a proportion 
·J'. foe expense. 

Colonel Ti10mas M. Robins, Divi- · 
sicn Ens·i:ne·er, in his report, Docu- ' 
i:,' (;II t No. 544, published .by the 
llonse of Repl'esentatives, stated that 
complete protection of the area sub- ! 
ject to overflow was not warranted 
a:·,d could not be provided for. How- I 
ever, partial protection of import- 1 
ant areas COL!ld be obtained EITHER I 
by a system of levees or bank pro-' 
tection works along the Willamette II 
River, .or by a series of dams and , 
res?!'Voirs at the headwater~. He 1 

also sa id that if the cost of dams j 
and rese!'voirs had to be carried by I 
flood control, it would be more eco-1 
nomical for this partial protection 
of land to tbe handled by the build-, 
ing oi lev2es. Next, he brought up 
the question of the building of dams i 
and reservoirs that could be used 
for other purposes and not solely for J 

flood control. 
The question proposed was a mat-

ter of costs and results, for flood 
control only by a levee system 1 

$33,000,000; for flood control by 
dams and reservoirs $62,075,000. 

The report of the Army Engineer 
suegested that .if the dams and 
reservoirs were constructed to con-
trol floods on the Willamette, these 
strecturcs could be used for other 
purposes such as the development of 
pow.er, irrigation, etc. On the other 
hand, Major General J. L. Schley, 
Ch· ef of Engineers of the War De-
partment, and Brigadier General 
M. C. Tyler, Senior Member of the 
Go!·ps of Engineers for Rivers and 
Hi.n•bors, stated that according to the 
1936 Flood Control Act if the gov-
ernrr:ent pays for cnostruction, that 
"J.ocal interest be required to bear 
the costs of lands and damages as 
provided in that Act, including the 
.costs of railroa<l relocations and fa-
c:lities for the propagation -0f fish 
and related works, and be required 
to maintain and operate the reser-
voirn on completion." 

In th9 two reports of the En-
gineers mentioned above, it is 
stated in five different paragraphs 
that according to the estimated cost 
of $62,075,000 for this Willamette : 
Valley Project, the government is 
to pay $43,430,000 and the local in-
te1'ests are to pay $18,645,000. 

Tho National Resources Committee 
appointed by President Roosevelt, of 
w!J.ich Harold L. Ickes, .S€cretary of 
the Interior, is Chairman, had ex-
perts make a st'-1dy of flood control 
and other problems. This Commit- , 
tee statzd, "If projects deserve fed- ' 
er?.l contributions, they certainly also 
deeerve local :ontributions, and un- ' 
less local interests fl.re prepared to 
make appropriate contri'butions on 1 

their own beh~ lf, the federal gov- I 
e:rnment normaHy should not putici- , 
putu in the improvements they seek. : 
The fact that a state .or city wishes l 
to save its own money cannot prop. : 
erly increase any federal obligation r 
to help It. The fact that a state ! 
or city claims to be unable to con- ! 
tribute anything toward a water- ; 
w ny proj.ect it seeks, might well i 
lead to postponement of the under- l 
t aking until its economic status has 1 

imvroved." · \ 
What have the local promoters of 

the Willamette alley Proj.ect done in/ 
high-jacking t. he government to foot I 
the whole bill? Anticipating this 
V·ery eventuality, the National Re· 
sourc·es Committee took the stand j 
that we should not "permit pressure 1 

!P'OUp!! and !!pecial local interests to I 
ob t.n!n unfair advantages at the ex- , 
pense of the federal taxpayers." 

Y~ara as-o one of th~ main boost· 

ers of the Willamette Valley P~ 
ect said: "The President should bal- 1 
ance the budget. But since he is a i 
New Dealer and is going to keep 
spending, we must grab all we can 
for our own statz." This is the 
mania that has spread all over the 
country. PoHtical pressure in the 
states rules congressmen, and no 
federal officials or experts can pre-
vent congress from skinning federal 
taxpayers. 

The next step of the manipulators I 
was to get the Flood Contol Ad 
of 19-36 . revamped into another 
Flood Control A-ct -0f 1938. Relat-
ing to the Willamette Valley Proj-
ect, this relieved the local interests 
from helping to finance flood con-
trol for their benefit. The govern- , 
ment is now to pay all costs. Should 
the taxpayers try to .balance the I 
budget, or should the pressure 
grc11p:i in all parts of the country 
be per mitkd to lift millions of dol-
lars from the taxpayers' pockets andj I r/ the nation more in the red? 

Wh_x_N..gt-201~7~~? 
QJ.tion So Many Ti:::J Asked Is 'Jere Aslml 

Again Concerning the Project Authori~ed 
for Se,.,age Disposal, and the 

No-Action Thereon. 
PORTLAND, April 27.-To the Editor of 

The Journal-The communication of Mr. 
W. L. Finley in The Journal of April 26 
was read with approval and interest. It is 
indeed true that our once beautiful river 
has been turned into a filthy, open sewer 
and that health officers h ave been advised 
to keep our children away for fear of dis· 
ease and death. I beli<tve it would be a 
sound investment to ha•e our river cleaned 
and again made a source of healthful en• 
joyment for our children . The tourist alone 
would pay a sizable amount of the money 
invested. The federal government has of-
fered to help finance this worth-while 
project. Why not m ake use of ·this offer 
and go forward at th is time, as our citizens 
have already given their approval? 

Catherine Ryan. 
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