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Seqmant Ror~e?"F., wi 1:h ta. record of twenty- two yea.rs ot serri.oe in Wallowe. 

Coun~.r, rot in the :t'ro .t cne.t of onr oar c :ihor~ time P.f.C e.t. Bnt.erprise. 

offici~l ha looksd in his uniform. S .. uint~.nr sidOYfi.sft P.t his fnce, I thought 

hadn' t. I~ aas ~ish1nr o.nd hu.~ting t!l!led Alld snme o~ the niJurods and red- hats 

had b.:id:i rather rest.le R over f·\ closod 5ee.t1C'll'l on e.ccO'lrot o!. fire hlil.M.rd. Dut 

one 1-ms orHicn.l. Down in the big -vnlloy a-rounn Bak~r,, l!'lrge area& were black-

ened and .~'ires 00•1ld be s.,en buminr, in dry p1J.sture" end stubble- f'iEllds. 

Wo ··re re e.::rrussd as the vetersn kept his eye on 0'.tr crowd, Bill Smith, 

Bill Finley, and vriir,,s. Re gbnced s.t two proJeators, cs.men boxes, and a big 

screen for Rhc"ffinr p1ctvreG, s1uintcd about the ct1r and down . at the :floor. 

Th.;r~ le.:1 'l! rif".le at hi~ .foet. He ret!!l.:t'ked d:eylya "! see a ~n, but no teath-

heads ~f us 3.n~lers. e.nd you went~d to see our little uyanks" in the lake, the 

best p9.n ti sh a..'Wbod~,r ever put in hi" mou1;h." 

l1:ider lt'fi;y 1•e9.ks twd h~ dd.en ca.n:,,rons, ··re drovu slowly up the green 

valley past e:J.!'ly le-.n.d."'fta.rks. Chief Joseph Hotel in Jos~h, nm! further on 

a - to.., a little '.!ttound a stone oolU!!'lD be9.rin .. the in~o'!"iption. "To the Jle::no17 of 

Chief Old Joseph, Di~d 1870." Why the Old in thft middle of -che n,,_,me, I asked. 

Our- ~tide ir..fo:rmAd ui:i ti-1.9.t there were two Chier Josephs, rather snd son_. A.nd that 

TYrrJ.t: ii; e. bend. in t,he road, there was the le.lee, deep r,reen 8.lld dark 

wi tr e. bluieh sheen, t1ilent ~.nd e.l.mo11t :malencholy a.e if holdiot the secrets 



_,.. 2 .... 

of ea.:rly dAys, .. he ola.s..~s of' .. ndlnn,, tilld :pioneors. T!"avul:lnf' a narra;: roe.d 

hangint; on the ed~& oi' deep wtrter, e.nd bordel'$d on the upper sid." by e. btlre, 

low rid(".e., ;,ve e'bopped. short in. spa?"ae ·~izii'ber nt:fl:r ~ho upper and or t.be leku. 

The Wt'ltor m:'s alive -r:i t1'1 hur:.d!"eds, r;t1::-h•1r1s tM\4Sd.nde, ()f" t't'\lla.rd <li.1cli:8 w:. th 

f"Ot cu': •1.T;t' ·~;e.1ked dO'Jm to the sho:i-e. 'fhe wnt.t1r we.a &l1~llow, eluttol"l:ld t-iith 

sodden lor;a e.n1..'l .-ellGrJ troe8.. \t the irouth oi' a ~okodl' f>witt H ttle -!:i'traatl\, 

we s.f.;.ooy~ed do~n to 1'-if.cover. 1n. th.:;. l,1&.ck we:ter the shad.cr.'>y .rcrrr • .s of' set1'.!"!'yinr; 

Uttl•l i'ial .• - the yrcnks th~eboa. Utt:;- W61'e e lert ar;,1 1·~~~ like sHr:1$ dark 
. 

submrines, t.mr:i1-~tic lzi si£tt vn•l oolor. f'or e.11 t,bat. ';ht::!i- hi:::tory Anc.'t er-

l!lOl'l must ha'Ya boen c:c~ on when f:ltt' Nez f'ex-oo ln-1! ar.m CU!~G to rne.br. ttei:i· !'i rul-

ing oo.:mps on the borders of' thct lnke. 

lake. it -i:iir.>ht inC.::.os.te a trlaoial slide aoua ti::io in tha r!J.l?t tl at :.t-1pt'i ~o:noi! 

s. nor~l run of .:.'ive to six pounll rod :.';.r;h. ";.hari .-hite sot.tl1!;rv CM"'t, they fmmd 

"we.110\."'t'.!ln belo-? tho n~.1·ro;- outlet of the l~o. Tlhacc ;;ere !ltn::.etureu of sttaJtes 

set in trirutgles. used to suppo!"t ~ ne~nork or ,11lorr stiok5 callod ~1~~ke.-loa" 

aoross the :-.a..-ro:'I st1"'0f'.>l!l. fo:"" cater.int, f'iuh. ThEJ li.rJna '\rallo::a" -- C'l.rly lloz 

Pone !ntii!'ll':. nume "nez-1e-wo.l.' -. sir;riii'iea f'!.a!i.-btaz~ .. 

~ct."le time between 1!;110 l'.nd 19:0, tha Stt.tte Fi!J. Co?f4..'lissi-0n ·"'·uil t ~he 

present dt'Ull &erois:; f;hc O\.i';;.let or the lrJ:e. a st-urt:y etruotun.i uith e.. heavy .\nre 

nettil'1g; covet":: :"!f" lhe '1,l'!ole uppe ... side. thut blocl~inr, the~ u;dt rmtSrely for 
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aigre.Mnr f'j sh. A le.r~ pipe on one aide oolcvr the dam supplies we.tor to-:-

power. On the other ~1de ie an irrigation ditch that nerve~ tl'!'l f"~?"""e-re:. 

There is no f'1 ahway f:or ttp-at.t•Ofiln mi~ts, but IJ:t&z.-. eet!ld. be "M tor the 

situation i• re~teotly feaa1ble. 

The lake has both r&inbori ti.?Ld !>a.ste1·:n brook trout .. l00l"l3 eor tll!& latter 

to "yenk" the fish cut ot the water. 1·• nni:in.g~1 wr s &'topj.'Od. l!\,,O-.:lt +hrc:e yeera 

aro.. Even no-.., ·~ho l1ttle nsh in spavming tine pile ·u1 in lt\ria. ":"edc'.ir.h masaee 

e.gail1st the Wire muh u.arosa '";he d.al':'l, f'Owro1l to ful!'~.:1 4:~tb das+;~n:.r or their 

nioe, f'or they are roo.J. ae.lll'i0!11 livin~ out "their tou~7'!'U.!" eyol(l, their. :JJ'ft.ml• 

inP- end. dyint: ei·,ren n.s the p;reat Chinook. Fa!U~ to rat dO\m str.:iF'.:m,. ~hey surge 

back to the other end of th& lake nr,d o> up the 1: t:tle C'ltl"'eams to Brye'?im- the1 r 

dciad bodies coloring the -ttator. 

• "tllOVM River is oloseC: all yet:r f!'."O;:t U'.v r:cutli E(l'ld of t)'1e lf<ke Up to 

the fa.lls to protect the l!!pawni~ bods. ~t: {,;l:e !d~c. a tf!n-r-Jle ref'u~, is 

clossd to ttaM.nr :for y&.~s i.ln t uguut 1.. 'i.'110 1~h' f'?'oezes u:r pJ't(mt Fob?"Uery 1, 

and +,he ioe b?"ea.k$ UJ> some tim& in J~prlh !\ .. sp"uimans io!.' ~"Nlks vrero er.ur;ht 

s.nd rihntof"!"f!'.ph~d, th~ female eir;ht imd a half' inchela, t.h~ ~lo eiPht and ti. 

quarter inch~s il~g. A twelve inch f'ish 1.s tl"o 'tnr(:P.tt one earl ho"!"let for_ and 

they ~re re.re. \brny-haired, ce.lm C-eorre RogorG l~s uonsi~t~nt1y tnught thP. 

battles of these di.mit."Uti'f'O fish i'r~ 'the wr.J.10wti.IS er 'Che I~di n~ to the dame 

of' the .trh;_i;e men. Catchin( i'i:sh 1n otl:.o. stros::w "'c !; 1"b! ;med, he: 'h~~ broufCh'ti 

tbom b~ck in buck,rts to plant in hie hu:::e . a.."1.J. uuboh 01"er t-hfl.l!'... ~o '.h~~ he pro-

tec~ed thl!t other f-8.l'l".O ot' h!e valley, thtJ olk. ':he ~:"Ol''3e, thl:11 pheti1:i:.mts. 17hy 

shouldn't he be skep'tical of• suspicious stru:r..~l'd 


	mssfinley_series02_box03_folder02_0001
	mssfinley_series02_box03_folder02_0002
	mssfinley_series02_box03_folder02_0003

