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D'1Nfl in th€: :.uu:·k cavern tm.d\.>r tho roots of a. big fo1~es-l.:; tree, 
~ .//{t·t' f.e11.- t.. 

Old Sr:tokt:ly, le l11'.rt:,lc ·it.h ni1lter ~locp. ::rti1:rod und . rcllecl OiTe!", l'elieving 

"' harse f c•:· o lwtpy hw."c?.c:o O.ll her chor.;t .. Tito wt.so of 1socl cc•mu.cnc~d to 

·the ro9.rin- st~ms and creaking li'\'!\bs •">O'VC never ree.ehed her. In faot, 

they ;·'t:,rc th,, nor""al lu.llo.by thn.t l'!lred her to r.leep. 

Sou:et:lmc in t.h.a.t dim 're ion 01: slumber, the cmbs \'T"1"ra bom blind, 

1v~1pless, and Almost hnirloss, mites thnt we1.ghed only about ha.lf e. pound 

n.."'ld ·wei>;-~ a'tJout the size 0£ ~ma.11 ohi.nDrunka. They a.ttaohed themselves to 

her te'l '·r, o.nd ?re11m.H71 she furnfshed them susten::-.nco m then!~ rui:r rcplo:n-

ishment nr food o~ arink fo~ herself. It was forty days af'i:tor birth 

before the cmbsopened their eyes and ·!;he s)Ulliber spell in the cave sh~-ed 

._, 
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n the ~.;lcnc ! 
of'the forest dc!'i{ "Ce, and there 

'7 0 sml~"'tir . 'l'i s. '!he days of' c1e•t ..... 1.'TSre "'O ro0 ohl.n • 

As o reu etiOTl in" of\sed, m.!".\!lth d 11l!lb~rness oB.me to the big 

·no ... h19r'• s bCl'ly• She felt the m~em.ents of. Am!!.l.1 forms and heard .f'aintly 

the ~ort ~nif~ nv.. ln ano+,hnr da• or ·two, ehe ~.s a re of a breeze 

C!"iJo-iror.· ~!l + the onor.ing under the hi~ .. nnts. She rouf'ied h ~cJ f. a?ld sa.t 

'O, untt" rU nl"' ~ratil the oub s. The n~:r.t: d ., r eh9 pe0~d out lJ d ""i ,., ... lly 

shed nr elf out of the still S!lO'J9'Y' fmtre.n~e. The 'm)rld was wh te mder 

·ti11 Pd '· t li s of t~e trees, lmt sp:ritil" oo) d e-rrinr. IJ.ured her to life 

and movement.. t'oo she wan shui'fliny down the slope, everv sense ewnke and 

e.livo to hunfl'er. But, it lookl'Jd like slim Dlckings. o bird or anilllal 

seemed +,o he ~fial d yet. ShfJ nibbled ea.r,erly at the stU't limbs er.d 

sea-.'t leflv a of hrush, and tin.ally struck the trampled• deep trail of' the 

forestrr wnrdens. All at onoe she saw the sl , snaky f'orm oi' & ?roflsel 

still in his wt.i·be inter ooe..t, hunmir.r: alOl".lg ov6r 'bi.1e a.aow in his cater-

ith one lunfl'e t>he as lipon him, aud thore ~.-aa a shrill shriek 

of terror n..lld pain. T mdse weasel. 

• When the cubs were three months old, sturdier a.nd bett~ clad, 

she led the:T' out oi~ . tho den. b first they woro tiroiil in the ~ig \,f1i te-

ness, 1rl;1JJllhlec. and skidded on the oruaty snow onuks, set up a. bawling 

that resounded throue:h t.he forest tunnels. But it tlicm•·c to.ke long :for 

them ~o ~et their ~now legs, to fee the i'ltnesG o fr .... c c.nd muscle, . to 

romp and play with limber abat1don, to go wild in J~h:i.s big fr adorn.. '!ho 

runt was fearful and often lef't b&hir. · , and who- c.~c did e e. break 

she skidded on her rump and went h acllong into ti.c d e s.-<r.'I', bawling loudly 

? r her mother, who rave her 11 ttle sympathy. s· c uns · e. sni velly H ttle 

brat always complaining ac sho t god a:;; her aother' s neols. An ·:i 1':!'.s 

dttr.lb ~.nd e.lways gett i1.1.'.;c trouble. 

.ihan Old Sr.takey sneaked around "':ho ouok of the Tangor' s cabin 

to raid ~ho gE".rbage can. Runty tagged l'llong announcinr, their oo'!ning to 

the lrorld. Then sho lw d to crn\11 up on t.1. slo.nting bor.rd nnd pitch headlong 



into the can. banginf'.: and bawling at the top ot her lungs. There wo.s a 

slam of the kitchen door and the cook st ed out and dwnped the oan over• . 

spankin~ the runt roundly. .All or ich b .. 011gh'lj Old Smokey lwnberine; back 

red-eyod and reatly to maul some one. b"he nuzzled the runt and finally 

led her brood back into the woods. But she forgot all a.pout it the next 
' mo!"?' ln(r. &n Tro.6 bl\.ck at the gar1iu.ge can. ::iho s ordi?U\rily a pco.ca~ble soul. 

b t she vroul . I.most commiJi. urdor f'cr g(.lod mea.1 oi' kitchen leavings. 

especially 1000.t .scrnpc. One lay at the ~11 of trying bacon. she i'orgot 

herself and ung.,,d clean throu · h· sore en door or the ki tchm • This 

'Drou "ht tho i er ·."i th a gun, _t sir;ht of vihieh she . ent out quicke!" than she 

went in. 

Smck~-· c fe .. -.1.ly lived ~roun the .frinr;e t:lf civili tion. playing 

8.J'!d hunt1n- toed. in the woods, leO..rning· to climb the big trees as nimbly a.scats. 

often fal:.!ng e.eleop .cstride th~ 1 .be. limp "'.!d o' 11v:1 u~. Thoy soon 

learned t. +, :::t- fe v froru. l1 -ne.,,1i s :':!.S i,o b :!'oun · in. '1 tr -tl'Jpa • , 
an the - rerc s n :ilc e.s moruceys !.'. gettinz ar01Ano C'..nd per.fectly at h()l'l)e 

at ~re ~ heir. ts.- 1o one cvar he3.rcl of a eu.b t ~ ttmpl • And they 

were f"S n mble at foir. "" ~r.r. s cli~in. ... up, 1 :i tcM .,. • ;-.ll tan ba..1kl rda. 

"lhen there ., . 

treoa. 11P~1cllin.,. their T'li.t:c as deftly a.~ prof'er.sional1:i. 

>, 1 b,.;nrs hr. e tr'l.il:'l L1to ·~ e wo· ds for pr ferrod pl" ces to dif 

roots. to turll p horse or OO\'r flnns for u s al' '\ o • s. ·· d b~o.r :ill 

reacn out er fltlrl e tnngue and scoop errien off a .... h. ~t who osala 

rate. Anil hnw theso 1'a1:s did ove to run i~to n SV1Um. of' b9oa. Smokey 

h~d e seventn sense or smell when there re boa or ""sps' ne · s nearby. 

She could look at an innocent old. hole in '-" troe and tell. there 'l'!SS l•(>uey 

insidfJ. A few be~ l!'"in. s . r:nnt nothinf to hGr. She vm.d0d right in, sc~op­

:!n the comb out and licking off b.er paws, bees fill ·11. And t.he hol'3 !M.S 

emp y when Ahe wns throurrh V1ith it. 

rvben a. tame bear takes food from F 1 nnd, :::he i~1 as gentle t..s r. 
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do~, reaching her tongue out and taking the ottering slowly and c~refully. 

But beware o:!' playing pnnks on ~er. A ruan vmo he.nded a bear a lighted 

cigarette h~c the flesh of his .rr.1 stri ped oft ·oy the lir,hteninF stroke 

of a bear's ~la:-;;s • 

... ;•"!oke:-r and her fND.ily, once out of t:he winter oen, never returned 

to it, but de their home in the forest at le.rr:t<t, sleepinr: l'lhorever nil!'ht 

f'otmd the!!l. She knew that when the ennw melwd and 81:'.['0t!:ed t.h.e hole under 

the big i•oots, she would b6 at a diso.dvanto.ga i;o protect ner ·cu!ls there. 

children. It is both a 01U1Ilibal and a jes.lousy ~treak in h.i.a 1nake-up. 

He knows he is not the head or the uunily, no ever ... a i'Olll:1.ly ruan. 

mokey "i"t;en led } er cuos <lovm to a mud hole nsE"..:t• 11 stree.m. She 

would step aown invo tho gooy eoui and revel in it. turning e.nd sloshing ic 

o.11 over her ~oci.v, dippin11: ne:t' i':&.Lg~i-s in ii;, spat;·\;i,up: them uowu on ~t sending 

sharers u into har 1' co F.ir..d e;vee. lt was e.lmos~ like a ~ o~' o mania for 

rolling in iM.nure, n eosvna 1 or e. queer peri''umo. .1.ht; cubs would oll 

around '\;he edgo, u.musin,e: thei elv~s or brying ·n-, tr e!l to c i it.. Fin: lly 

she would l:!..f't .erseli" out &.s if weir)lt-ad 1krm~. looking like e.:n over-dzed 

mud upr.y. now he yot rid oi he s&icky sbu.i.:!' • 1.io one k, -:r.-:. llut. ·men 

next seen. her tU'K coat war,; elem and slee!t. 

All in J 1, Smoka~ and ber children ... ore n happy- ,c-luc~ lot, 

alwuys wi'n .;he ·i;tit-..lue of ::a.· 'nF. 'l lo· of ~:ine co kill an~. thoy eouldn1 t 
... 

on 1untinp.: a livi~'lf' mi.s n 

caaunl job. But as v:ild u!:i~l..., '.11e3 ·plu.yt.:id l;hc g o .prot y S'i\le.reilv, al.moat 

humn.n nJi; 0!1l.C times. 'Ih r ,;ere iilinr -co lh·o end lei; JJve, espe~ially 

ii' you hnd sometl ing ·:;o (!'ive . If' ~~o\\ didnH· , th y \Wtl't n th ir way. 
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