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In the southern states, i:he negroes think the opossum was >ea-
pecially created for their benefit. The fall moonlight opossum hunt
is a sacred event in their calendar. A crisp October moon means the
ripening of the 'simmons and the 'péssums, and the windy melody of the
hounds. The hunters prefer to capture their 'poisum alive if possible,
either knook.ﬁ:g him from his perch with 2 li:iﬁk or chopping down the tres.

The opossum is a marsupial or pouched animal. When first born,
a kangaroo, a mouse, and an opossum are of nearly the same size, about
half an inch in length. From six to twelve or more young are born in a
very immature state, blind, helpless, hairless, looking like small pink
beans weighing some eighteen grams. The mother immediately transfers
the whole batch of young to her pouch on her abdomen where they attach
themscelves to the teats. Mother opossum is very prolifie, having two

or three litters a year. The young remain with her for two months or

more, and when old enough to leave the nursery they travel around on her
bﬁok for some time, clutching her long hair with their handy hends, or winding
their tails around her.tu:ll or legs. Sometimes a brood‘ of sucklings is
found in her pouch while a second brood the size of rats are still riding
around on her back. »

In the wild state, the opossum sleeps in the day time hidden in
a hollow tree or stump, or dozes half in sunshine and shade among the
branches. She can climb to the top of ; tall tree, doxtfoully using her
tail end hand-shaped feet almost like a monkey. Sometimes she is found
hanging head down by her tail, partly supported by one \foot on a limb,
reaching for berries, grapes or other fruit, especially persimmons. When
the s~hadows of evening creep through the underbrush, she arouses and
goes shuffling along among the loavés. picking up a cricket here, a
lizard there, or anything else edible. She is very destructive to ground
birds' nests, delighting in a meal of eggs or young. Her menu is large,
taking in insects, wild fruits, nuts, berries, varied with roots, reptiles,






	mssfinley_series02_box03_folder02_0117
	mssfinley_series02_box03_folder02_0118
	mssfinley_series02_box03_folder02_0119

