
THE FRIENDIH TOWHEE OR OHEW INK 

by 

William L. Finley and Ed F. Averill 

Snt1J1D0r is here fW..i so- is th! towhee, as he hoo been 

all winter. I:u ,January 'tkar~ the :rru.n c:ma down rutd ·'une winds 

blew ao Wildl;ir the.t they vJhipped off limbs from the fir trees , 

the morning woul<J. find loncl:f and. hungry torH1oe ba.c1t uncler 

the l:i tahe.n wintlow baeglng -::or bread crtunbs. His note was a 

plaintive Yihinirir; ".;one that · seemed to ask as much for htuna.n 

tr1ondeh1p !ts tor foo:J... Ho need.od both, tor tbcrc were no other 

• the buohos, tho 7> ""O(lpoc;l:~J. .. ~ idr1' t :'..:'L o to g . t hl s feet wet .and 

tattoo o~ tap;pi.11.g tho 't.ark. ·ut he had ::o":·,_1···-~ to cori:rla1n of, 

beoau..ee he was fixed for the etorm.,.y t~e&.t>er v•:t th s snug hole 

bored in tho u.nde:t• side of a e!"oss~pieoo on t1'e crape arbor, 

and not two feet away e, big chtmk of suet rms !la.iled up so 1;hat 

he could almost roach out and ee.t hie break.fast. But he didn ' t 

oare for broad crumbs and never oa.me to the feeding tray under 

the window, so he wasn' t muoh of a winter chum for the towhee. 

Towhee spent most of these dark da\VS under the window , 

edging up the frail limbs of the bridal- wreath bush to hop into 
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the oovered tray , talking oontentedly as he ate. Onoe or twioe 

when the tra\V beoame empty, he fidgeted about and wailed that 

he waa ata.rving to death. He fluttered to the window- sill, 

his red eye peering inside , for ha knew the bread crumba oa.me 

from there. 

Bow w1 th tfi..e warm dB.is of June, he "Ranted his brsa4 
OrlllDbS ju t t 

I 
samtl :for breakfast , dinn r and supper. Even 

though. he spent most of the day soratohing oat ants and a var-

1et;, of tlos, or s(Jurrying along the 1·ows of vegetables in 
the garden hun· 1 or eabb n -worm ' potat bu s , and other 
pest .. a. ar 

•<tvers.J. lll.,.;i oiled him 
/ ,' 

wit ... len i .. t • bu t .i. ~ e ,v plaasura to have 
hlm 80 (.. .'J goc bu~ l unter as ~ell. 

e didn' t · nd ~ .... _._\ ..,al"rod quietly 

aa if he nj 'i a.c , th ;E.u. • ~t ~11 Of 
I\ ., hie m al cl 

I 
Onft of our noighbo s ,h i mi ar o ~ f dner . beca.me 

irate because he found sot. one as st. J.1 ~ Jaroh on him 1n 

the oarly ours of t 'he m rnL~ d 

1 .n tl tc'ti ee work-eecd. teying for t1e o lprit . he 

ine; as busy as baa alon th rows. loatillg. ·he gentlemen-

farmer pi~ od him off 11 h is gun td sent 'im to a Biological 
Survey expert to hav him pronounce s ntenoe of daath on all 

towhees. To his ohagrin, the stomaoh contents of tho bird 

showed only inseota that prey upon garden stuff, and not a ker-

nel of corn. Undoubtedly the gardner had been out- witted by 

the wily blaak orow who l crrea oorn and knows how to get 1 t - and 
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get &WIQ'• 

The Oregon towhee is ono of tho ooLlmon birds ' ot the 

!illamdtte Valley and is aometimos oalled ground- robil'l. and 

sometimes oat- bird because of his alarm notes. In realit7, the 

towh~e or ohewink is something like a larg apnrrow. His 

striking color easily identifies him. Ho has a jet-bla.ok head 

and neok n oont1'ast to l is ito 'belly and clear reidish-brown 

fl • Dut •t is his fiery- red eye l t distin uishes him 

from any of hia ro ati vea. 

ThroG ·i s of o~ioo liv, in Orogon and their drese 

ie 00 ed. Al'Ant . l at ll m :b.4• I ,}l. m.. tl .. t ey Jero uot Of the 
• 

same · uJ...v. T g ·1 

Oregon, a lover of 

of red li. l-bro' ·"·• 

r 1 

·.,o .ie of eastern 
oount y~ ::e .nae a. crown 

.. 1 ,i lG brigh ylj. lo , the tail 

. ut • t:t..: bo dared with 

o t e ~ dly w:th high 

clear r o-4· 13i.1. ~ i ng in so·.' 11er t!'il .. 

~'he bro ~ i an cv. r.1on ... y ~ llf orn.ia is 

tom iil southwest rn Ore,:ioon. l i.:; ju t pls.:L. brown bird 

with longish ta.·1. H.a. t oti.o· l am1 .a.tic 

'ohip", but he hasn't noh of song. 

Some birds, like <1if r~111. pAopl , hav ,rong person-
alitie • no " our feather d real enta, t• a towhee is not of 

the mediocre olass. lle is i dividual in drosa and aotioue. 
eing a ground bird a.ud wed.dad to li:f'e in t•1e t• ioket and tangle , 

he is rarely seen in a tree high from the ground. His nost alao 
is found on the ground , 'but often in some hedge-row or low 

shrubbery. If you hear a aoratobing in the dry leaves and take 
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1t for some goOd sized animal , you will probably f'ind it is s. 

t011hee buey at his hunting. 
Tr;.e towhee' a nast ia 'l!snally 1n;ada of dead leav•s, strips 

of bark , and oacasionally a few ·~wigs. The li.ni:ng is almost 

s.lvJays of fi:r...A d.Ga.rl grasses. It' is no eov()r~d over lik~ uasts 

of oertsin ot,hor ~round bird$, but ls pr<rtoo·tod "'ro:n the snn 

and.1 ourloaa o'Ja s o.uly bJ' tho littibs mh loaves ot the bushos 

lU1der i.h1oh i 1; ia h.i.d.uon .. lthou.gh fail."lY s.mplr;, 111 aizo. it is 

in alai~n. 
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