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The. great· blue heron has no rival as a picturesque :fea-

ture of our landooape , or oftenor the waterscape. ot-anding mo-

tionless on the mudd.y :flats 1ith bill rigid and pointed , or flap-

ping sJowly over the soeno . he. lends just that to1:wh. o:f life that 

IJlee,aes the o~e. or oen.turios, tho Japanese have shown a.p11re-
insight 

cio.tiva,\ of the values of outdoor life fo1· 1.1hoir decorative worl , 

an.d the heron has been one of tbcir J110st striLine subjects . 

This horon, oo"mon.ly called crane , is f' common ol ·ht 

around pones. lak· s . and rivaro i..1.1 all 1 rts or ou1 cormtr;,,. He 

ir, a part o:f Oregon ' s Fihe.llo • aan .. bo.rs ~.1d slopin b& s.kE li" e a 

be ol erc1 nd. of ~re~m tr we. Ar.. a so::..i"1.1ar:?" fishe.:me.n , ho is th bit 

of li:: th t raws the whole to '· ·ocun. 

o.s mctionlesa t.i.s ti. otl.ck. lie is .more pa:tlont than an~ angler. A 
r 

minnow or· froO' ff,~ims T'ast. an 1 ,,h )l'O .... a ~i htcn i.n flach of that 

polnied bill aa he i " it a oot belo " e su.rfa ·e . lf'tu.rb him , 

ruut he deliberately s raadc ti pair of v.ln~s that fan8 six :foot l'.'f 

eir .J.n · c.nzl s .hio lonr le s to tho le~~"' stand just out of ra."l""o • 

. hen a fisheIL&l alon,,. eome water course glm1coo at a 

horon or ~.in ~ic.a.er end jumrs at 'lhc aonolusi on that these birds 

should be po ored v:i th a shot gun , it is !"" f'OOd indicntion that 

he is 1ot a real sportsmmi. irds ar::: a rart o ... nature ' s beauty 

an· they li vo for a. purpose . A true o:portsman is a lover of' t11c 

1i'iOOcls and streams , fi olds ru:id. flov; ers, fish , birds and mam aJ a. 
'3 

.h:von if an an3ler had the proof that a heron caugh·t a trout · ~ __ 

thou ·h 1 t is al 1ost alv:aJs a conclusion jumi:ied at , the stud~ by bird 
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experts shows that the horon lives on slow- swimming fish of uo 

economic value. His menu consists large of tadpoleo . suckers , 

salamanders, and even mice and eophers. 

To be sure , sometimes v:hore a fish hatchery is locatod 
tho 

and a pond is full of fingerlings , a heron may cliocovar '\c.tmndant 

supply of food. Ile is no different from u.ny other hunter. !Io may 

bo compared. wl th a hon that hops ova;r a :feace into a nov: plantod 

garden, o:r a cow tha1: gets a chance to slip into a corn field • 
. 

Yoars ar;o a few miles no:t:th of .o·rtlan.. , there was a heron 

villa 3 of two hnndred housos in a i'ir forest on th hill lide abovo 

tho river. Every home was n. sk;/- · craper. 

lo os than a hundred feet up. Some 1ve.t.'o nearly a hund!'ed and sixty. 
:fishers 

Theso were th, .fco.theeac'i~hat used to hnnt the ,olumbia and "illamette 

.lOr many mil; .... . ;i.hcn ...,then. 'J:'h,ople bo"'e.n to move in, the heron col""'.' 

onv chanred to another :.Zi:r forest j 1_rnt OU"ts.Ldo of tho c.ity Jiini1;s. 

i tri the spres.c of tile I'l'llr.ide:1tial soct:i 011 t'. 3 .:.uron!J h.J.d 1.o seek 

a y:il<ler v;ildernaes .... rca • 

. among trm heron lonierr... 

~o etnrt a ne\'1 village in the :foresto area acrosa ·,:10 riv r fro11 

Jonnin s Lodge. 

In th mi ldle of su.i::.uaor . one soe::. fc'.'Y h~;rons .iround this 

sottlo_,ent in the day timo . 1J.ho birds :fly off to t:ho north whero 

t.hoy ca.i"'1. find plenty of JOU:fiE carp ln the challow waters around 

Sau.vies Island. Each day v.i th t"'ie sattine of t1:e sun, one hears 

the cJ.attcrine CGill of the ~rouna- 1'orons beg_:in for food , and n 

the <Jiler .. cc of· the nino11t the continuous c1ac1 inG rover1laratos across 

the river. 

Of r~11 the sic;ht o r nd :feelinti·s o: a bird lov ... r . t!10 most 
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"" lasting perhaps , is .. hon he first ato:ps f'rorn the quieter v.ood~ 

scenes unil suddenly emerges into the ve~y heart of a busy bird tor.n. 

Tho eyes pop as ~ide and the pulse beats aG fast as that of a back-

wood. a boy \~hen he first waJ.ks into the midst of a. rno~.er11 three-

rin~i1Cl circus in full e•>J:ing. 

i th tho la.01 of elevators, it ta.1 es the blcgost reocrvo 

of norve cud m·oclo to roach t11~c v1i1ace , bJt one may sit on the . 
• woocied. hilloi< o f'e,r below nd taJ e .:.:n tro ·ous7 nocmcc of fami1y 

li'fe . From two to 1'ive brus 1- ll:.rn.p hou[.us ,, tlH: z.I.ze of a wash- tub • 
• 

arc carofully balanced and :z:ecuroJ.y fnstonacl in the top linms of 

ways ru1d gosci1l in hoa.:cre crcsJ e . es:!.uentc come ,ttnd -o , Aome 'flap-

pin'? in from the :reed.in: ... r.rw1:\e v.lf,h craws full .o:.: fish and froe;s. 

Othn.1.'D av-1oop dov::n th av 11u.ic· b '"Gwc,• the poi:'ltod firs "?ith ll.e:pe.!.'t-

novn tho ri var fron Portl~Jnd. .• T. 3ohlman had solaated th mopt 

cJ imbablo- loolt ing ntron.r-hol: in t''l" hero:.1.r,17 v,-r.1..9re the n'3arest nest 

anct. err;s. \.ft'?r tbo J 0.1. e arduous a.scent o:r: the tree t bo found the 
, 

ni:H:Jt contained naw1y hv.tohed 'birds . JUE>t fifteen across in the 

bre~:ncheo of az1 adj oini11_1" tree . was a nest containinf" . ou::- ett;s . 

Tho photoerapher strapped himself car0fully in the ~nranchea a.nu 
" 'lllirap:pca. his legs :J.1,out the true.Jr. "'1th a rope ho lassoed the broken 

and of a lim·b on the other tree an by slippin the cord ba.cL and 

forth . \Orked the ropo ~ao' to the trunk. A slow steady pull and 

t.he t ops of the two t r ees bent c loser t ogether. The tension became 
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stronger u.nd atronc~er between tho :iJal trees until a"G four :feet it 

looked like o. huc;e cata"ult that mir;ht suddonly be opr1u1c and shoot 

tho climber backv"fard into space . In auother instant an aerial 

bridge was formed in tho troo-tops , .and the cameraman secured his 

:prize. 

.. oth ..... r m.:i t-uro has b11il t tho heron in an extremely · r~atiaa.1 

manner. She draaeH'3<l him in colo:en of E..1~y ru.1<1. we.ter. s1·a a i iot 

_..11 .nt hir eyes in the top of his ho ad O.f! <'<he did the ";'JOOdcoc1;t , be-

cause he is not liJ.Gly to bo attac!' ... ed by >nc nics "from above. She 

i1lt:..oed them ri '.l:ht on th0 lo~e:t slopin· sid'1 ~r l i..s h·:J lo. so b.e could 

look ircctly down at hio :feet w:tthout 1 he ... liP:h1.os~; movom0nt.. She lot 

his logs groz.- too 10i1n" for porch1.n CO::"JV<'?llic,:ntly in 'J tree- ·ust 00 

bil1 •t th1 nl Of 

us v ell u.s to ko ;p h1r "J )$ _i ,h E o a :. 'lt"'r , o ho conld. ~me a:ncl 

.l.t is ,... ~id t. at 0CC'1.Cin t1., T a - ix of r>r ,,-:.t blue herons 

horo.1.1G lilro a rorno to fishi~rtg r~aorvo o:f th ilr o·rn , h •t th~1 love 

to live in n onw.ll villE-t e oo r1ni ty to 'nh::.ch thaJ C~lJ:l return each 

iu tual protect ion. 

A h n .. o:n ado~) .n himself' to circum9ta:nces. One wou.ld na t -

urally thinlr that a. biru of such proportions ill.1d 11 i th such lone 

legs 'liiOuld fina. a naatin~ place on the ·round . In the lake region 

Of southern Oregon, ~a .lid find t.ho e·rea.t blua heron 11esti11c- on tho 

grom1d. , surrounded on all ·sides by c;ulL., , cormorants , pclica."lo , 

tmd terns. But ·:n o"cher portio,l1a of our country a colony o:f these 

bird.a will aeleot +.he ta.llost firs deep i.n the ioreot or o her t1oes 
in the midst of a swamp. 
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