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THE FUN OF FEEDING THE BEARS 

by 

Irene Finl~y 

Photographs by illiOCJ L. Finloy 

~ha r,unlig'1t of a r:u:ramcr mo,..ni:ue in. Yellowstone Park 

~lanted throu3h the firs on thG mountain eide and lighted up 

str·~~"i. alred sOftl~ on its V"Jay. ..:he aecno waa f'rash , quiet . 

peaoefu.J. , t~~,..ical 0£ t:r.J.a w1ldorncos aree.. Eut , no! Excite­

mont bobbed up a1·0Ul'ld the usxt curve . :he roatt '!Jo.S bloeked with 

oars. · Rollins 1p catrbioualy behind a trailar, thGro was a 

oor.::.r..otion, llOO~lo L•)viug tl'.bont , tho hy torlec.l shrieks or a 

VJOL"'.ian . It must '.bo a batl. ono. 

Not oxaotly. It wa.~ tho openine scene o.f tJ:e daily 

dratrie. in the "" a::. .. ·,... 

·the window :aill 0£ u c<'u? e:::tortiug a '"'nd- out. Tho cub"' , a blaok 

imu. a brown one, ·;h sidio~.i~ly ruubled a.boat passtnr.; the he,~; and 

trmnping · p bt1.ainrt so. It ~ e the ~ell ~!::n.oi.~ .. 1 a'"'Ile t·:.s.t · ·.e bruins 

nraotioe on t,he iuilli~ public. lint it l'"'oirod. li"r , S·~ no set 

t'or trouble. ·A:ti;g little tiing mic;ht touc:1 it of:f. 

-1ot ana truvolor in o. hu::idrod. can :fetLom t 110 pol:.Gr 

faoe o'f a wild bear when be is hungry and folks get fs.miliar. 

L°o9;7 hevo read 'the his .~or-.i or t.nia furry tribe ·en.at for hundreds 

of yoars doag&d a.nows tmd l:n1.llots in t' .oir :forest llom .. a. Hore 

lw:ve met him neatly wrappoG. c.rou:u.d a wood. or wir s'ttol~to1 in 

LHlna mueoum ~onp • or servil'l(;"'; time behind th.a iron bar a of a 

oity soo. 

During the past summer :from earl7 June to mid-September, 
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rlaitors from north, eaat, south, and west , especially trailer 

trav ler c :por , .... olle in, 11 bont on l"..av1ng the time 

of their 11 ves. e ly 500, 00 to 1rieta ere reeietar d . 9here 

t :p11t the OM orning tr de.m till d ~ 

to e thr · of op ra ers. out i - .ft rn o , ~1:0 into the 

ffica 0:£ ro m clerJ~ of any one of the lcldgee or oaJ!l)s with 

lite~al:cy- undr s f in n tents stac1':e in r ws. 

the cheerful , "No, o ·c in were ell :fill C! by noon. 

· t r r rri• r now i'o'.."." tomorr ,. ' 

St n n 1 it;1 point aJld eaz at tJ rad that wind 

along he sides of +-he a canyo m th 1 ts brilll :ntly ool-
' 

ored ol1fts and thundering f ls. T a:r..TlY craw o on, t r3v.d-

ing the G 

"oy ay. 

un er he i"' l.t 

t .:.e • 
ev n O". e 

or- ss, 

line 1 tahen f.t , rror , 

psrkod o gs f1 lli ., th sir 1th 

ld ll' 'Gh • r r a y ~or 

her ct o the bi h y to ll 

butter, sr.e pan ered to he:t• strons s 

b"' nour da:"" .. ' ., 

f oea under 

oil rn r ' 

!re p f,1.". od hit­

oeia ly to th r , 

de-

• e rroto, d 

oniun. 

h t :p 

•0 r br and 

ro:tt]J s t e soda-

:pop slinger nd 

th inflmt Of th 

lor, Who leo saw , good thing in 

e es. hat la uld n t s ark 

Service stopped :feeding tho blaok bears at the hotel garbage 

dumps, a gantl'9man' s agreemon,,. betv.'~en them for years? She waan' t 
I 
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standing behind the counter like an 1-nexperienoed clerk, but 

stalked reoltleasl;; out to llaad otf as.re swisllil.\~ by. Years 

ago aha would 

the possibility of 'being .. osssd into the air didn' ·t giw her 

the sJ.1ghtGst ja:r. S1a didn' t hesita·ta: or dodn.oo 'baak . 

~y aomo unoanny intui tlon, she ,-;as poai ti va that not 

one of thes aara vmnted to 111 t hor. Sho -v.as righ·t. :.Cravoline; 

~J.fju.all;y a.t fifty mll~a an htur, thoy ai 11' t raoe up , throw the 

OO:JU7IO.Uts on thdir nosao tryi11g to stop o:f a.void a crash. Thay 

:Jlid up aaaily. knowingly. .rha~ v1ere looki11g ::cor bears. Mother 

l3aa:r kne~ it a& W6ll an :i.Z Sh& suv"'; in 'their ,.,yea a pi cture ot' 

a rogulatioa t:1a.t no 1J :rk had mo.de , _or t:!JGmed powei•fu.l enough to 

ow eac 1 she 

sized up tho oueto.uwra ae cihn chuffled fi1!loothl:9· abou.t , :uaver 
. 

grazin;.: a t"Jheo 1, navc1~ J.e .;·ting one ·mas 'by .. i thou t to 11, al\ilays 

iug her ll:p for a ~oroel . .~1 h0t1 ·!;ho fun- hungry 1)oople ate 1 t 
I 

ll'' : ~ho 11 ter~.~lly ingrai:iated her8e1'f into the bosom of the 

T lay mo. t tuita nom a pictur of Buddy W'.ld J: os_y standi ng 
' 

by thie big Teddy bear come to life. 

~hv s c. ao:n pro ·reseed. fhe basll~s ... 111 pn1~ on their 

dtmcoe by tu roadoitto . ruld -t ... ,_ey anii the cubs fa.red fs.t. Ul the 

King' s ilorsen;;n and all. t"1e lring• a mon ooulo.n' t atop -~he tour­

lt.ta from an ~tohinz up anirthing edible to ·toss out 110 the~ bears. 

Thie in:spi te of b i e signs. "Don ' t Feed the Bears," hanging over 

the 1r heads. 
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Ono women was all excited the minute her car stopped, . . 
Th& bear was acquainted with a .... 

bn.3. \:hen a ShSt'l:fJY ~eud l':aD p<>kcd in the ooman' s face , she 

c1~oppod ooclt in constarr;.Stion and threvi the be.g u't the beer. 

~·:his 11a.s jutst the liJ.c'!tet. A big pa.v1 scattered the contents on 

'!Le g~ound , Cl"adkers, a. lifo- saver, &!A two exposed camera. I'oll s • 

.f.d:ter J.o,ppin· up · n.o o:i:•ankere and sweet atu.:Ef, aha stuck a toe 

i:nL1.t or:~ Of t"i10 r,ac" Be~S. I·t 1:tght be S'~ee·t , too. 

"Oh' 

Lor of!l " 

~rtop"1ed out. 

The chasti 001~'" r1t certe.5.nl~T ci dn' t £;\t)ply O 'tihe spee­

'ta tOl"S. J.!l :ho ..:'tirK• ·.JU.ch ia ovmed. by tho pco~ole f'lld kept for 

thei1· enjoyment , .::t; is a rare l'c;;..'lga:r v/t:.o h~a the :uarva to craok 

ho ru..:.d little love or respect. Re grabbed a atiek a!ld ehs.eed 

f"'r 1mt s<!l:t ahil:d tho traec ~citing fo:r tl.:.e ranger to dopart. 

Eo.t listen. 'Yott people ought to know better than to 

:f.-0ed thGse bears. T:lloy arc liebln t.o tear you to pi aces. Oan.' t 

you. :read tha. · eigh?n 

Tn.ey looked now and s ;.r. it l'l£.ilel :,o a tree . It WJi!l.nt 

nothil'lg but (./J !till- joy. In rd.lent oha..~rin they gazed, s:'i; t 11e 

off'ioer. Tha.i cno oar aftar another el1il oft dovm the i~oe..ct. with 

grumbli:ugs oominr; :t:rom the wind.ows. 

11\Vhy not f ood tho bears? What' s th.at :fellow f o r- ju.st 
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to spoil the fun? What do t!1ey keap these bears for? Is the.re 

an~tt'1lill{) moro ·ntman. t.1an. di -v:ld:lne; your llliltll'l v-i th a hungry boar?" 

ti.an she t osstt. . 

"I o .. . nlao . • -~h~ ·• s enough. Too mu.eh :le; 11 t goo,i :for 

yon, n ':.'.a.id -.is ::.~iL.; . ~on ··h' slz'~-~ c~·ono_. ·a ol:l;peG. oat of sight. 

ltl\ bar, Then 

he meakly t - 0 i • ~ ~ ~ t> • '1'1'1.'A T' 
• I • J.p • J.._ V\.j •• • • 

eax • 'as 

. tha oppoai ta 91.d.e and came crowding around. soon she was sur­

rotmdsd. But she was an amiable creature and being ple~ifulq 
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. re~arded- jtt!lt tho 'W'7 s1.ie lUr:ed. it . 

utsi ie !1s :rlng, e. by- o tanB.er eould.n' t resist pioking 

up on~ of tne ~uD~Y ba.1 .s . The ottb lat out a howl. Mother Bear ' s 

'Pa.a.· 
- t 

bu.t otopped 

jolt .. o foni.ils t ... c cub an.d s·H~ if he -was all . right. 

_ hif' ~s just i·}"~ ("cod 1 a""" of ~i t"1011µ-htlasa dub who 

mo1lkoys r.i th ~.11 old w.uther ' s cub. .i.dna ou I:; o ·!; ,n la. bears \.-Oum 

. 
troy:, : uer , in onai J'~: t ...,,ith t~1 .~ttt· ;; ;...anf~i· • onl~· m. n ... ho are 

. a po i tious. ao-

t:.o ..,\,.., crt ot;.J out t!ia.t , .is .... mi" ·e.:.tt e .1 :>e 1· li. a tha Appol-

• 
goi v to ~is.):: 1 ' .:o di cl it , :ll!' ihy?" 

f!hich b-r:tn.g...., 13 'IJBCk to n sig:D.S !'..are 00. ·bhEH:E3 i.u tl:O 

.-.1... ") i . """ i . .:r n •.• 0 ·1 ,.._.,.. .._., ~'fl~::"• 7 .. . 
Y-4'.• ".,., t ._. ,..j,\J\< ~ <!. - <I_ ·' • ··- ..>. 

thl'Own 'l<.\el': · .•> t; , 11ublio : "Don' t Feetl 'the :s:aa.re,. n ~:f~·ou u.o . the 

\tlea ol d motl1·Jra a.J.i ~u:b0 c iba tris.t h.ava iravm. you to the l?arlc 
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m r, ,·um - olne , · 1 .. J.m.oat anr to l n4 1· J 19 b!g .;J 

:inol~'lera:t r - or cr.:~o ;; t , lj. n 0 te .. n d h atl,y forma on 

a fO~ & oulis r v a to f o When thio happens, 

t1i:~1 t r T ~ in t d."' ~ +-ho ~ !"a. 

• 

• 
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