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llOil ILD FOLKS Wl~.TH ~R THE WIUTE.irt 

(These v~ildlifo stories \11r1 ttan by t• il11am. L. Pinley 
and ~d F. Averill) 

I settled myself deeper into the arm chair in front of 

the open flro and looked out over i,ho illametts. The. aondi ti ona 

1Nere a little unusual . AlJ d'"' y tho sky fi ... ad been weighed down by 

the snov;-fillea. ir. ilO'~ the nort 1 v ind drov" nround tho corn<r 

of tho hoUfL and sou hed th.ronpb t 1JQ 'irs or1 t'ie hili":ide.. i th 

a roof over my he~ d nd ths wood i-LA pod hlgh.. I could spend a com-

fortable ~ve.ning, but ho aho 1t norn~ oi' tli9 poor u.:nhoueed. fol-"C:' 

This aft rnoon I \",t tche~ thn CJ. OWS COuie troopi C in 

silently and settle in tho fix·s. 'rhey 'ti d b'-"'en foragin,... Tli~y · 

ware col..., :.1 .... hunery.. Their vn, 1 sil'>l"lCJ'.'• told. of _:uotl:!~r bitte"t" 

nicht in tho firs. l felt a pan· of pity for th~~-

i. chiC.h.d.dee owne :flyi l ove1" ·nd lit in one of my B ld-

win trees. llow o 1'1 siich tiny oroo:ture e•'J.dure th' storm'? Ho soomod 

to h!ve com& ~ome distance. erha s h;;i 111 e th crows had beo:n out 

fora.gin:,) 11. du,lf • lt 1, .::l.S f:'Otlt' 0 ' OJ.OC - Hi t 16 (.i_;:)..¥' V> .) £0J...,1 ~ rapid-

ly. n.7 seomei to ~mow it . for ho stopp..:'d just lo.:l{; enough to turn 

around once '"1d fl1 tted. do"-'L to ..n o '?.'ling in ..... hoJ.lO'\': limb. Ho 

disappeared. so suddenly I a:J not sure hare he v;ent. I ere-gt Ull 

oloso .ihe:re I could look in , and there he sat. .de looked un v, i th 

an oxpression that cle rly s-id he didn't o re to be botherQd, so 

I wi thdra·~1 a.a uickly aa _;>ossi 'ble. lad to kn<H1 tha. t one bird ,,~as 

safe in a warm bed. 

fter the robins had t 1 en their suppor on the bac• porch. 

they too , silently disappe red in the big firs t tho bac~r of the 



_-2-

ho1ise. 'rhe &10W~1rds , £:onr; sparrows and towhees all quletly 

soa.ttored. som•1 going to tho trees , some oroepine into nooks nnd 

orevicos about th. i:"iOO ~n~d. 1ousa and 'bnrn.. 

That a sce.mporing through the t!' os 4~he first morning 

aftJr th, 1round was frozon a.n:i covered! Uoot of the natxral 

food supply h d boe~ cut off. Chickad~oe Jld kinfletn mir,ht get 

e.l~n... 11 ri ·ht.. "h'ly u.::1t in tho crw.1.i.df1S of' the ba.rk. under 

the limbs, ~ml :1.n th,.., :foli:in-r,, .::>f r,h firA. nut th0 ju.ncoes or 

tho qua.11? 

ComJ.d :;.• t-:1'1 birua. tl:: · 007· not ru1\ t't1 ·? roap not , nor 

under .,.:.h bus'1):. i 't "A • '~trd ~.a, -.er tch1n "' 01.'1,~ th_, 1 ::.:.von for 

insects, but Gpo11diitr> """o't' h..i..r~ ma ls largely on ths l:f.-ttle caf-

hsv::; a bricht sitnn"' day oven i. 1 thn rnirtdle cf v:intor, ~1011 osm hear 

tho brit3k jinglo of hl 'J song. If' he is fucin:=- you., th'1 blotch 

in the c::Hlter of hie 'bro'lst and the brown lin~s at the siuos of 

his throat tell you hiP n e ~s ,oll uo 1io son~. 

The li ttla Ga.ird:nor v;oodpecker, very rm oh 111 0 the Downy 

o:f the :ia· st, is a permanent rasidant in int. r as · ""ell as smmner. 

Tho little scarlet patch on the napo of the neok alVIays dis-

tinguishes the male from the female. She wears no such bright 
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oolor. One of these distinguished lookinG little males has his 

winter bed in our grape arbor rnd goes to sleep ev9ry afternoon 

about four-thirty. One of t110 oross- bars to the arbor is tho 

trunk of s. small maple . Ra.ngine on th'1 undor sldo , the little 

-c:oodpecltcr drilled a hole and d11g out the heart of' ,J;;hc oross-

bea;·n. From tha undar sirla no moisture could got into his bod. 

Another bl.rd of the woo~tpaokor facil;i io th .. rod- ·br9[1sted 

aapsuckar that t«kr.H3 his li vin,.. all winter fror the ln1r_~ o:f our 
-

shade trees. Ho oaras nothl.l1t~ :1~or the ohun.l c of $Uet tiec1.. to 

the tree t:runlrs.. The tast$S cf ihe t-v:o 'birds diifor radically. 

sapsucker. 

Thare is a rdason for aom0 peopl~ hatinp t~in brilliant 

little sapsuokcr. :for durinr the i:~inter · nu. ef;pecia..l l;/ in oerly 

spring he bores 11 ttL~ holos into the b~ 1·k of our birch, moun-

taln u.sh c.u1d i:~prle treas. Ho neoms to live from thos~ li tt;lo 

woJ ls of saJ>• !i'.'ho heauty of the v.hi te birch clothing in m.'9.rred 

and bleckened.. It loo!"'S like a dino:bloG. ttnr vetera:..'1. '.l'ha. sea.rs 

of the \;inter· and cr>rin~ hcr.-l ir ... the summe1·. lnst<~o.d of a fllOssy 
• 

wri.i te co&.t, each birch ~·lOut our home \~ears thu filJ,!'1 ... £ oj lif13 ' s 

Anotha.L' vvoodpecbel .. ic the flicker that h:.;is bill like 

a pick- ax3. His v:inter he.bi ts are much like those of th:: robin. 

Tho woodpecker foot is different . J..llbtec;.,d of tLrce ·t.oos in front 

and. t--v:o behind , ho has tv;o L.1 f1·ont enl.. t\'"io behina.. ThiB onablea 

hi m to vvalk up the s i da of " tree \,i th oase. Ho often perches 

on a l imb l i ke a r obi n nnd is junt as export in landing on the 

lawn and di ggi ng out ant eggs.and worms. .Vhen the ground is 



f r ozen, ha takes to suet . 

A 
-·~ 

It tal:os time to build up a bJ..rv p tronaee i :i the lunoh 

counter business jus ns it ' oris \.i th ny r st iur n·t . Our 
mild 

win tor'"' : ro , u.o a rnle . :J1d bi rfl_ :°ood seems lo 

moot of the ceuson. .'ih. fir"t int r • o s1;art d 

1 nti ul 

2.m1ch. counter 

we lw.d fo\'.1 bo"'"ru.ers. 'irds x.i.sse.o. by n .. SAO;.ae 'l to fJ..J no t-

tention to 1. .e t .L.eS th t \.ore . ot. Lat 1r ho nev: fl q !'e .d . nd 

·~e ,ui r .t otel. l 1 v ... r;, ... ur co') of 

tho "'S .o bi1·ds return ye-r .. f'ter ;-y-ea.r, n 1. o LXo ro u · . ..i. r trons. 

thruc!.1.oa 1Kl robins limiys 111 e wintt~..r. appJ.os . 

auu. pito lGd .. n o the snot.. ilo jer·ked L tore .... t tno shr .c.ts till 

wi thov.t · -r:ord of th n} ov :Jr to ...... limb o" n bi fir . Ra pl nted 

one foot oa th chunk. ... :imerea. i pom1dod till £1.i. ;_, )po1. i to 

l'l1e1 h t-1ck.:;;d .. o root of tl ... u:wt a:."! ii- 01 oso in 

a.gai .i.Eit the tr.i!l of th. trao for .tioth r i.neal . 

• 


	mssfinley_series02_box03_folder04_0057
	mssfinley_series02_box03_folder04_0058
	mssfinley_series02_box03_folder04_0059
	mssfinley_series02_box03_folder04_0060

