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If our Ameriecan birds governed the immigration laws V
of onr lend, they would oloao the season on the invasion of
feathered inhabitents from foreign countries, even such as
England snd Chins.

The introduction of the Fnglish sperrow, or European
house gparrow, in the United States bird-world has always
5een a problem for our native songsters. It is no negro
problem of the South for them, where education is out of the
question. FExportation is impossidble. This foreign sparrow

~ may be all right in some narrow-streeted city where other

birds do not live, but he has no place along the tree-lined
streots, gardens end parks. Our netive aongstera are superior
in every way to the imported :treot gaqﬂll

The English sparrow was introduced into America in
1850. In the fall of that year, eight pairs were brought to
Buffalc, New zm, end 1liberated there the following spring.
Sinece that time, other importations were made, and small flocks
of sparrows were caerried from one logcality to another. In
the yesrs that followed, no other bird has naturalized itself
or spread to every section of the United Stptes like this
foatherodvtranp.
| N‘Thi! yeer is the fiftieth anniversary of the arrival
of English sparrows in Portlend. A palr was found at home




i

in 1888 in the lvy-eovered porch of an 0ld residence on
Fourth near Osk Street. They had likely come in from the
South, or they may have come over the usual freight car
route. It is well-known that the spread of these birds
was often due to the railroads. This medium has populated
many communities. In eities where the Puglish sparrows

 thrived, they were generally found sbout depots and warshouses.

In winter the sparrow asked for no better home than an empty
freight car, especlially if the floor is covered with loose
grain. When the doors of the freight ears are locked, the
gparrows are shut in and sarried off, tramp-like, to other
places. By this eivilized mode of travel, this bird was
carried from polnt to point and was readily at home wherever
it landed. : ‘

The rapid spread through the couniry is the result
of the bird's hardiness. He has an agressive disposition,
takes 10 a diversity of food, and has almos? conbloto immunity
from natural enemies.

For years we had a\bird house that was rented each
summer by the blubbiras. One spring when fthey returned from
the South, they found a pair of Fnglish sparrows in possession.
The Englisher does not migrate, but is a winter resident
vherever he lives and starti nesting early, before our native
songsters arrive from the South. Even though the sparrows
were pitched out of the bluebird residence, and the house
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cleaned thoroughly, yet the bluebirds refused to lease 1t again.

‘Eheﬂ blne’bird. white-breasted or violet-green swallow,
and the Parkmen wren are all common residents sbout our eity,
and each likes to tske up & homesteed in & good sheltered
bird-box. From & naturalist's standpoint, property inereases
in value whenever one of these native songsters tekes up a
residence. On the other hend, real estate drops every time
an English sperrow moves in, becsuse no self-respecting feathered
native cen dwell in the seme neighborhood. '

He one can dispute the sparrow's success as a family
men. He aorks'qvertime to people the earth. The stork of
the sperrow species is a busy individual for aslmost half of
every years. Then, in sddition, the Fnglish sparrow has the
advantage over the songsters that nest in the woods and fields,
for-thoy‘ have so many netural onamios; such as hawks, owls,
snimals, end snekes. The Englisher lives about the crowded
eity, where he has little to fear, because men are unobserving
snd rerely interfere. -

When it oomes to housekeeping, I give the Englisher
eredit for wenting something new snd up-to-dete. He loves
the eroscplece in the protected top of en electric arc lamp;
There he gets free light end heat. For second choice, he
tekee & bird-box or protected nook about a building. If
~~§eaoss§ry, he takes to a tree, bnf he does not like this, |
for nest building in a tree is more difficult. If hard pushed,
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he will even take a rain spout or a gutter along the eaves
of the house. You ean't "stump” a sparrow for a nesting site.

Down near the lower end of sparrow row some hornets
built a nest up under the projecting ecaves of the front porech
-of a cottage, just beside the dbracket. I can understan_a how
a pair of sparrows will fight for a bir&-b?x and drive other
birds away, but I never dreamed they would be envious of the
hornets. But a sparrow must havé a place to nest. Whether
the nornets left voluntarily or with the aid of the'uparrowa
I do not know, but the next time I passed I found the birds
in posussi&n—-aofmlly meking a home in a hornet's nest.

They had gone in through the bracket smd pulled out a large
part of the comb, and were replacing it with grass and feathers.

Think of raising a family of birds in a hornet's
nest--not one, but several families! When the young sparrows
grew older, I looked to see the bottom fall out and drop the
nestful of little brats to the porech, but it didn't. The hor-
net‘s nest remained as strong g8 if it had been made for spar-
TrowS. Am} the m: liked it immensely; it was a novelty,
end not another pair around had & home like theirs.

The eock-sparrow was proud of his home. He helped
feed the children, but not because he liked it. I could see
it was not in a eock-nparroi to nurse children. 'Ho liked
fighting better, and between meals, even if he only had a
moment to spare, he would spend it in .figh'bing with the neigh-
bors. He would drop dovm suddenly in the street in the midst
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