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Bird banding has become an exciting and edu~ional hob'b>J of 1I1f1IV people 

throughout the Unitod States, and some times it clasps hands and interests of 

enthusiasts from one ocean to the other. Once in a while i t f\Jrr..ishes an enigma 

to be settled. 

One oorn&ng: tho telephone rang and the vo1ee of Harold Gilbert,. never 

failing Audubon member, se.id the.t he had an interesting little story for us. Some 

weeks ago a lone pine siskin, tbf4t shy little finch of the high f'ir branches, 

c\.)."opped suddenly dO'im to e. feeding tray in the yard of Mr. and Mrs. F. H. Switt 

on the Heig:hts, no1r;1born or tho Gilbel4"bo. It r.as an unusue.l. occurrence for the 

s:.s!.in !_;o .ningle tTi ~h 4-ho fe.milia.r .femlies at the £eeding tray, the robins, wrens, 

spn.rrmns, t01i>hees, an.1 othc::-s. Be rra.s r,lven a very quiet weloomo for fear ot 

scc..rinf; hlm-- Ol .. l:er-- fl.~" en~. losing ";he eh.,"11oe of 'lmfolding his movomonts. 

for f oon an~ took h~n plaetl a3 ono of t!1e group. shcr.tl~ no fenr cf his human 

•mtchors. This ':rent on :or some time. and then one :norninr; he brought in his three 

childi.•on co p~rcn~:c o~ ~e ~roe 1"tmoh ootmtar. They must have been reared in the branch 

of -:he ~all trees surro;.mrl:i.ng 'the yard. or 11Ett!~J, e.nd no one 1'...e.d guessed it. 

·l here c:xne.:; tho tid .. bit or the stor;r• On the slender log of the 

pare!lb hh·d 1ms a bA.nd, 11. rathe?" larger one than is uawU.ly allotted to the finch 

fo.m..'\.ly. !'he &rif'ts obt.tlncd the banding number. but did not take the band orr. 

P.mTE'N'o::,", · they fomnrded the number to th& f:S:sh and Wildlife office at Washington. 

D. C., ·to r~.nd · out scmcthinr; of the bird's private life. The enswe1• came back 

that ·this siskin we.s banded by Kr. R. J • Writht of Ra..'ldolph, Uassa.chusetts. A gov-

eraru:nt envelope \Te.S enclosed ','Ti·l;h the request that the alUlflinum band be forwarded 
• 

to the n~:i.n office e.s it au~t;estsd f'.n tmueua.11:,r long flir:ht record for this bird. 

Ths cross-co"L~~ .. distance from Randolph, lhlsse.chusetts, to Portland. Oregon~ is 

about 3000 rliles. e..nd there is no telling by 7fhto.t rou."1d-about routes the bird 

arrived here, thus lengthening his journey, 

In the meantime, the siskin end his fe.mily disappeared and with him the 
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band. the r4.ss!ng link in the train ot events. As in ~ .detective rtocy • the 

p~_nt ';'-:tickens. e-.nd r.uesees !U1d :mnnises are ongrossine; the interest of an en'!" 

Ja1·r,ing rroup of bird lovers in tovm. The bird's entr~nce into the local group 

wi'vh hi::: chiltlrcn e.nd tht'! main evidenoe in his oo.se, a.re a littlo nnrenl. not to 

say uncar.:ny. lUf;ht r.c h.'l'l<! bcon a pet bird ~ that wr;.s brouGht here in 

a car,e, to a.ccidontelly escape il1-f:.o our impenetrable ·r;ooc!s mnrl roo.r his young1 

'l'huG hav~.:1g been ha.."lpcred by human devioec and per!laps cought b-Jr the· oef'l.son ot 

'.!."'ll.tiat; o..nd ~eating;, had he ~ot tuli"illed h:e bil~ tlisstiny e.nd tnk~ ·11~.ng again 

o.way? Who ~criom::'? 

heavy. stre:J.l;:y pattern ·:10rked out :n dusey olive oo a b::-o:m hnso ::.hove r..nd ~rhitish 

colora(I vm.ter r.nrk .,;e ~he otr::sproad •.rl'l'.'{;S bt-\rely rod.eons 1 ts O:ll'!ar !'rom sheer 

oblivion.. Thi3 renn!"k epp!ies. 1'l0¥fev~!', onl.{ t.~ plumage. In behavior the siskin 

inf.'. in highe'.':" lati":udes a!'c! i.u coni!'eroui:; to!'osts or tho West to tho southorn 

i:r: ·4;1;.a ~OUhtains of ?'orth 00.!'olina, ir!'ef'.:Ularly SOi.lth in winter t.o the Gulf' of 

!ile::d. e o. 

..he.tever th'3 t;im0 o.!' thf' year, ds~::lns Y'00.."1 alxA;t in rollioki~ bends 

or f'rOl:l -t,;wouty {;o seve!'al hundred, nmri.l r. 111 O<>•JrJ.unal n:.rht. r.~1~ one is C!all[',ht 

e.lon@'• he d."trts o.bo-.1t in the gl"UCef'ul undti:ntoi":ir f'lir:lit n t:ood dool like thCJ ~ld­

finoh. ln the broo.:lir~c sonson he rr,n.;,r bia fot'lld in ev"Qrgreen timber thrOU[".hout 
• 

his ~nnge, and in uin.~;or !.~Y be acm1 in almoei; al!'.( -part of the Uni tod Str.teo ~d 

Uexioo. 

rat.ire toge·t.hor, and a sir..gle t~Je O?" cl'\.ll'.!li) riay conto.in a half' doz~ nosts. The 

nest is :1.nvario.hl.Y built in en ovorgroen tree-. o. ta.vo!"ite being tho Douglr.s cprnce. 
It is believed there is but one brood in a season. 



BLACK TAR CAUSES DEATH TO SW.ALLOlf 

'l'!~.ter 'birds, bococ-~ini.:, c.nt.:r~'.':lerJ. end. helpless L"'l "f-:tc:b~s o:" oil a.u. th ... 1 

sur1"E>.ce or tho ~ea or rivers ic not i."'lfro·~cnt, bu'!:; th( c.;u:;c of' r. :::mc.11 

fcc.thered vict:im like tho m.~~110-r; being Cl\Ught in e. pool of' tar on i;ho 

hirllway !.s .... ,..eey t;J.1Usur~1. 

J .. co--...l!Jle of' day& a.go, Hrs. ~~en.;, rlOVlmlm ,.,~.o liven on ·~h0 Oat-

.field !toad, pho:cod t.:c r.sk :r/''orrr"" ticw. nbou-1:; :.·coo~,.,..nc tldck blnc!: t._ . .-i; .. i'rorn. 

the f'Bathors of a s-:ro.llow--p:t"ernxr1t'.bl:,r ~- h!'.rn C".~P.O'T.. A your<{, <>on cH:.n:tinc 

homo fr~·1 school h"'.( noJ;foeO. :..•w lit/.;-Je i'cl:!.or. st:i<6[:J.:.11t_ in '-1,o . oad 01d 

f"Oinf c-loser. sc:: ':}~c.;~ he W!".S ~i.11 (7~ Up -..1.tl~ fresh fo.~ "'..:"<l h(;l"~ ~·\.st; .. 

Distressed n·i; the eir:ht. he ~t>.nar;e<! to erlricrcte ti.":.c bird. ::md :.roucht, him 

home to Gee \7}m·l; could 'be done f01• hime 

·~o snggecte.:l ~. r,e.soline 'be.th ,.s th:;. c'~~-} ~h.5;:~ ~:o -cu;, :;::10 oozo 

e.nd ~d."!l.oniehe<l that it ;;~culd ~ia.ve to be u~od ·.:i ;h gre.:::3; ccrc and srutleness. 

E;..ren so. we cxproosed our doubts a.fi tn its succes!'., ~s the h.:::ridll:n-; of c~oh 

a mnt'.11 11ird rn,~ 't;hJ ~i.monnt or rtibbing necess~.ry ··;o._1:1 likely bo e.o fe.te.l 

as the ·;nr. :~s. Bou~nn ::nd.o the otf'ort, but tho ":ihite-brer;rt.:;,: .ir<l 



DEER XILLED BY AUTOS 

When l"alliam L. and Irene Finley were motorin~ t!1rough ~e C!ts-

ce.de llount;ains i.."l southorn Oroc;onJ ·~h·~ s~""' et do() hobblinp: alair a..rngging 

a right t}ind lee;. !t wns earl:" morning. 'l'ne deer mus~ h'"'.V-3 bGcm s"".i:t'l<ek by • 

en auto llurinr, tho nirht. Althou["h soared e.nd wild, sh.-, soe:c~cl to spen~ 

most or i1er 1;i."':le l:rinr: doon. She ':fas followed ~r tii.ro farms that nP.e.nde!"ed 

around hunting i'oo~l • 

In tho Sta.to o!' r.~ch:!.gn:a 150 dGo?" ~1are 1-;illed in ono !"lonth btJ 

autos. In the la:>t bulletin of the 1.!!cll~Zro'l Dep ... ~t of Conse1-vn.t:t~. 

is o. stat~ th~:~ 150 of ~he:::e c.ni'!'J0.12 h:\d boen bu:-i3d 'b:! ~,!11-ee consorr&-

tion off'ioers d.urin~ the :month. }.nd, . nobod~r k>'.\O\'iS ho~r m9..flY [ Ot n.-r:-"l:'t to die 

in the woods. 

In c..m.e e.ooident thr..t occurred near Grayling !n the southern pa.rt 

of the state. n. ~ollision retmlted il~ ·~he do?.:';~' o_ ~he dr-iver '"s -IC:tl as 

th(;! deer. !''or 1;his res.con t:ll motorif;ts shm~ld b9 1netructed -J;o be ?ra:tchful. 

along hig,llways \Vhore nntmels ero a.tJundan-t. \.i'hile i·b is illei;al to kill our 

game birds such as r;rousc~ qunil, untl phoo._ sa.."lts durlnp· the sp:-irip: md 

sumner, U.'l"l;old nur.tboJrs or yoan"' and old t:-e killed alon!; 4,;~-ie hi,.,.l'r:mys of Oregon. 

As fc.r mi ::e kn.~1. re~o!"ds of these o.ocidento have not been kept 111 OreGon. 
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