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Willisg L rggz%ogé Esq.,

Dear Mr, Finley:
If you can get up an interesting article
on Mrs. Finley's work--and I am sure you can--I would be
very glad to get it, together with a picture layout.
I would suggest a picture of her in connection with some
of her animal subjects, and also a closeup of her face.
The matter which I sent in about you has not yet
come back. Sometimes it takes some months for these articles
to get set up and distributed. However,it has been sent
to our headquarters and will appear in due time.

The biographical sketch of you which 1 prepared was
not intended for immediate publication, but was for ouf
biographical service which includes sketches of notables
in all parts of the world.

It might be interesting for you to know that I was
asked to ssn ist then tin mg grominent Ersons in

?Trsaé Srssentsd ographical list
this tsrrltory and the only onE kmxkkxxkxsx that they cared

to get a sketch on was yourself.
\%’ )1.17144‘*\

Correspondent.

(‘ZP) MEANS ASSOCIATED PRESS













Teke a hundred thousand homee scattered through all the states

in the Union, and you could not find a woman who has had a more
varied line of experiences than Irene Finley. More than Twenty
years a2s a field naturalist, photographer, and writer have heen
erowded with thrilling adventures. She has ridden the Arizons
range, cruised the Texas coast in the wake of a tidal wave, filmed
rattlesnakes, packed over the roof of the Rocky Mountains and
through the forests of the Cascade Range, Climbed to the summit
R
of Kt..Rainier fourteen thousand feet high, te~meesi _face.te—feres
a:;gfé?“‘ : and
Achipmunk living alone in the rocks of the crater, explored

the glaciers and ice caverns of Mt. Hood and Mt. Jeffereon: he
hamxzampakx As a member of several exploring expeditions, she
hae canced the treacherous rapids of Brisish Columbia, and camped
on the Pribilof Islaende far up in the Bering Sea, the home of
Aleuts, blue foxes and fur essals. She has faced a Kodiak bear vith
only the protection of a camera, explored the crater of volcanic &g
Bogoelof Island just before it reupted, and she narrowly escaped
as one of the members of a landing party that was wrecked on the
shore of Unimek Island in the Aleutian Chain.

This escape from the treacherous Arctic waters was one
of the exciting events of the Bering Sea Expedition on the Yacht
Westward, owned by Campbell Church, an exploring'cruiee under the
auspices of the United States Bureau of Fisheries and the Amer-
ican Nature Association. While cruising the Aleutian Chain, Mrs.
Finley accompanied a seouting party that put off on the north
coagt of Unimek Island. Attempting to enter the mouth cf a smell
river to photograph Kadiek bears that are accustomed to fish for

salmon, the small boats edged cautiously toward the sea of tumbling

breakers caused by the precipitous rush of the river against the
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incoming surf. Caught in the mad cross current, the leading

boat turned turtle while its ocecupants struggled in the combers

that are born of icebergs. Escaping by a hair's breadth, they had
desert

toAragso the stranded boats and part of their valuable equip-

ment to the fate of fhe sea.

This wae merely the fortune of one day, and having

survived, Mrs. Finley tried stalking an old Kodiak bear the fol-

lowing morning on the treeless slope af at the base of Shishaldin ¥

Volcano. Behind tufts of grass, she crawled with Mr, Finley to
within fifty yards of the bear as he fed along the ridge. Without
being detected, they followed cautiously out on the tundra; At
the elick of the camera, the huge monster reared up to view
strangers he had never seen before; then lunged towerd the photo-
graphers. For a brief moment it looked like faeing deoth, but
the old bear with his.unpopular reputation for aggressiveness
was merely back-tracking the trail he had come down. He dashed
by under the click of the cameras and on up the slope to his
mountain haunts.

"These geeu] adventures make life worth livingfksaw
Mrs., Finley, who, besides keeping a home and bringing up two

children, has mothered all kinds of wild child}en.
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o unfor-

tunate or stray bird or animal is ever turneu away from
her dooxr hungry. And it is likely tﬁat she has brought
up more bottle babies than any womasn in the woxrld. When
one calls at hex country home on the Willamette xiver, he
must be nrepared to be greeted by a slim dignitied antelope
named Ante, or a prickly po:cupine.called Dinty; or Bob,
a big calm bobcat, and especially bon €, a small california
quail personage who inspects the visitor's shoes and
croons over them if they are tan. In tact, one is likely
to meet almost any kind of a well bred wild child here
from a humminghird to & bear cub.

And between times, Mrs. Finley has found time
to be co-author with Mr. Finley, field naturalist toxr the
American Nature Association, of many magazine articles and
two books, "Little Bird Rlue,"” and a recent one, "wild

Animal Pets," published by Charles Scribner's Sons.
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