
•• :r~ .l:'~<.l.H,} ~,BJ. t~ On, 

C/o Jofhe _ f:h::;Gcl t (l )!ed • 
:i.el ;g:ram ~uilctin>\ .. 

ci:t.la11d, l'A...,.on. 

Deb..!:' 1·.:.t. .1Joloon • 

.. .ne10GEid .{ SJ., s9n.' i ,g iO 11 a s'• ~tch ·cove! ing 
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If you can gEt up an intErEsting articlE 
on Mrs . Fin1Ey 1s work- -and I am surE you can-- I would bE 
vEry glad to gEt it , togEthEr with a picturE layout . 
I would suggEst a picturE of hEr in connEction with somE 
of hEr animal subjEcts , and also a closEup of hEr facE . 

ThE mattEr which I sEnt in about you has not yEt 
comE back . SomEtimEs it takEs somE months for thESE articlEs 
to gEt sEt up and distributEd. HowEvEr, it has bEEn sEnt 
to our hEadquartErs and will appEar in duE timE. 

ThE biographical skEtch of you which I prEparEd was 
not intEndEd for immEdiatE publication, but was for out 
b~ographical sErvicE which ipcludEs skEtchEs of notablEs 
in all parts of thE world. 

It might bE intErEsting for you to know that I was 
askEd to sEnd in a list of thEn tEn most prominEgt pEr~ons in not q.lrEady rEprEsEntEd in thE b1ograph1ca.1 list 
this tErritory' and thE only onE x•x•IKxkiai that thEy carE 
to gEt a skEtch on was Elf • 
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nt~tos ln the Union, ·~n ;1ou •oul. s1·1~ fi:r1 
(,..w"{ '-. 

mor8 varied line of~ ey >erienc8b than Irene 

have benn cro.~de1 v.ith thxl.11lng e,1..ventu:ref;:). 

or J than 

i !i 3ona r LL"lf;e. c:rui sed tr e r oYas coast in t1.o .. ake of t.i,dal wave, 

-. 
~,anf;e. climb.Jct to tho surni it 

. 
chi .:mmnl .... living alone in the xocks of the J:?.,,,. ·er. and e..%. ,1o:i::e~ .... 
the -·lacio:rs mu 1c.;e c .ve:rns 01· •t.Hooa. B.nct • ·t. Jeffr-n:son. ,,s t:i 

mcrnbc:r of seve:r 1 iJX~lo:ring ex Jelti tlons. she L.1 c :!.LOe.1 the t:rcac1:'·-
' e:rous =~apia.s of B:ri t.i.sh Oolu.mb · a, n.n.d. cai:..11en 0.1 the 'rihD_of L3-

law.ls .f~ :r u _ in 'the B0tL1~ Joa. the h:)me of 1~rn.ts, b1ue f0xe . .) and 

be..'.:'o:rc it ~! nptea. . und s':-10 l~aY .!'.0'.'.lY. esc .. peel fiS oi1o J the t .e. ·.b,,_ s 
fl' 

in tLo ~leutian Ghain. 

fro ... t!.e t:u~ae erous .~:i:ctle .atez~ \Bu one of 
" 

, the c ,~cl ting events 0£' tt·o r <3Y. in[ .. 0a ,_, pedi tJ an Q.n thr~ yacht 

nstv.ard, owr!e~1 by G riob3ll a_t rch, on e~plor i11~ cxuice tu tO! t e 



tho smsdl boutse~tr;cn cautioucly tow .!d. th;; sea o! tumbli1., hiei:J.kers 

cuuaea. 1'.J t'he p:recip5.t-:ms !u.:311 o'!: the !iv~n: ai:i·,l-lnst th9 inecmin.,. 

su:rf. Caueht in the na~ c_oss cnr~ent • . the la ~din" bot tuznon 

turtle vd1ile its occaL.ants st:rnri;rled. i. ... the co ibe::r~ tr t s..~o oo:r .~ 

of icebe:.es • 

•. _rso F.i.nley tr led S,vl 1 ~int n.n old Korlink be ~Y t'1e f_'ollo. i J.f': norniiig. 

ehind 

lthout bein do1ected, 
• 

thi:; 1 follo ~d cant) Ol.t:J Ly out Otl +he ... unu:r . t the clic} oi ~he 

c&Leza. t.l:e hu~e ,;o.n.jte:r :reared np to v.i.en 'tr i.n ,,rs LB hu" never 

L.i.e unpop-

t:rall ~ "'1 d cor.10 • m n. e dash 1d hy un~lo:r tr._ click cf the 

cuffii)J'.f:lfj an1.1 Ofi np tl:c :Jlonc to l :ia 1.onntain L u 1t:.s. 

' , i.I ,. .... L .. e • 

mothezeu all ki~ds of w_ln ~hllJr L. .o u.1fo!tuiu.tf: _ st:ra.~ bi:!d 

likely tl~9-t Sh'3 has bIOLl.fht nn !"i·).l'.0 bottln ba,Jior:..; : r 
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~lt lope .e 1.nte. 0.I 1:r ickl., ~ o:xc ·_"' ine , ill :lint., • O! ob, 

.. bi__, cal bo Jl;: t . ltl e& ,,,QL .. l~y on . ~ a '-' .11 c i · .... o.Ini u 11 

s Jeets t 0 vi it I'· c shoes on C!OJllS ove:r 1h 

if' th ., .xe tan. l ct. on. i lil ely to et lr st l i d 

of a. ell b_~<H1 11 cliil e·o from }1u in,bi_d t 0 l: Ctb. 

.1.n o t -u. ti cs. .rs. inl y has oun" i e to ho I 

co- ntho:r i h · • .f lnlel'. iAl i tn.?a_ist . o the rican 

•at I'J ~ elation. o:f -,/ ziue t1.r t..i.cl s i t .o book t., 

'Little ix. luo.'. an zea t one, " il Ilim 1 ets, IJUbli. . ..l 

cribne:r' .onv• • 

-
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Take a hundred thousand homes scattered through all the states 

in the Union, and you could not find a woman who has had a more 

varied line of experiences than Irene Finle~'· r,!ore than 'Ewenty 

years as a field naturalist, photographer, and writer have be~n 

crowded with thrilling adventures. She has ridden the Arizona 

range, cruised the mexas coaot in the wake of a tidal wave, filmed 

rattlesnakes, pa.eked over the roof of the Hocky Mountains and 

through the forests of the Cascade Range, Climbed to the su.r::unit 
. d.A~'I 

of \.t. Rainier fourteen thousand feet high, t.o-mse~ £<>re t&=:l?e:ee . a:: f/f;/~~' and • A chipraunk living alone in the rocks of the crater, explored 

the glaciers and ice caverns Jf Mt. Hood and Mt. Jefferson. 5lntc 

~nnrx«l!llllllHl'*x As a member of several exploring expeditions, she 

has canoed the treacherous rapids of British Columbia, Gr.cl camped 

on the Pribilof Islands far up in thA Bering Sea, the home of 

Aleuts, blue foxes and fur seal a. She has faced a Kodiak bear v.fr.h 

only the protection of a camera, explored the crater of volcanic ~~ 

Bogoslof Island just before it r~upted, and she narrowly escaped 

as one of the members of a landing party that was wrecked on the 

shore of UnLmak Island in the Ale-.1ti2n C~-iain. 

Thhi escape frorn the treacherous Arctic waters was one 

of the exciting events of the Bering Sea Expedition on the Yacht 

Westward, owned by Campbell Church, an exploring cruise under the 

auspices of the United States Bureau of Fisheries and the Amer-

ican Nature Association. While cruising the Aleutian Chain, Mrs. 

Finley accompanied a R~0uti..n,g party that put off on t'he north 

riv·.:r ,~-· :i'.:,i,.:~)'"..-"'- Kadi..ak bears that are accustomed to fish f'or 

salmon, the small boats edged cautiously toward the sea of tumbling 

breakers caused by the precipitous rush of the river against the 
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incoming surf . Caught in the mad cross current, the leading 

boat turned turtle while its occupants struggled in the combers 

that are born of icebergs. Escaping by a hair's breadth, they rad 
desert 

toAl~ the sl;randed boats and part of their ,.,~aluable aqui11-

ment to the fate of .f.he sea. 

This was m • .:re ly the fortune of one day, and havini:; 

survived, Mrs . Finley tried stalking an old Kodiak bear the fol-

lowing morning on the treeless slope a:f at the base of Shiehaldin ~ 

Volcano . Behind tufts of grass, she crawled with Mr . Finley to 

within fifty yards of the bear as he fed along the ridge. Without 

being detectec~, they followed cautiously out on the tundra. At 

the click of the camera, the huge monster reared up to view 

the old bear with his unpopular reputation for aggressiveness 

V1as merely back-trac/.:i11g '".'1'.':' t.'rLt.:i._ he had come down. He dashed 

by under the click of the cameras and on up the elope to his 

mountain haunts . 

1~ These ~ adventures make life worth livingr;-ea~ 

Mrs . Finley, who, besides keeping a home and bringing up two 

children, has mothered all kinds of wild children. 
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no unf or-

tunute or stray bird or ani."lal is ever turne'..t away from 

her door hungry. And it is likely that she has brought 

up more bottle babies than any woman in the world. When 

one calls at tie? country home on the ':Jilla.mette rti ver, he 

must be nrepared. to be greeted by a slim uigni!"iecl antelope 

named Ante, or a prickly porcupine called Dinty , or Bob, 

a big calm bobcat, and especially Don r, a small ualifornia 

quail personaee who inspects the visitor's shoes and 

croons over them if they are tan. In ract, one is likely 

to meet almost any kind of a well breu wild child here 

from a hummingbird to a bear cub. 

And between times, Mrs. Jt,inley has :found time 

to be co-author with Hr. Finley, fiel ct naturalist ror the 

American Nature Association, or· many magRzine articles and 

two books, '1 Little Bird Blue," and a recent one, "Wild 

Animal Pets,'' published by uharles Scribner's Sons. 
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